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ADVENTURES 


OF. 


FERDINAND COUNT FATHOM. 


c HA P. XLI. : 


One quarrel is compromiſed, and another decided by un» 
uſual arms. 

MONG other topics of converſation that were 

_ diſcuſſed at this genial meeting, Sir Mungo's 

| ſcheme was brought upon the carpet by his 
Majeſty, who was graciouſly pleaſed to aſk how his 
ſubſcription filled ? To this interrogation, the knight 
anſwered, that he met with great oppoſition from a 
ſpirit of levity and ſelf-conceit, which ſeemed to 
prevail in this generation; but that no difficulties 
ſhould diſcourage him from perſevering in his duty; 
and he truſted in God, that, in a very little time, he 
ſhould be able to confute and overthrow the falſe 
philoſophy of the N and to reſtore the W 
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of Moſes to that pre-eminence and veneration, which 
is due to an inſpired author. He ſpoke of the 
immortal Newton with infinite contempt, and under- 
took to extract from the Pentateuch, a ſyſtem of 
ehronology, which would aſcertain the progreſs of 
time ſince the fourth day of the creation to the preſent 
hour, with ſuch exaQtneſs, that not one vibration of a 
pendulum ſhould be _loſt! nay, he affirmed, that the 
perfection of all arts and ſciences might be attained 
by ſtudying thoſe ſacred memoirs ; and that he him- 
felf did not deſpair of Jearning from them the art of 
tranſmuting baſer metals into gold. ; 

The chevalier, though he did not pretend to contra- 
dict theſe aſſertions, was tov much attached to his 
on religion to acquieſce in the” knight's project of 
13 the Jews and the Gentiles to the proteit- 
ant hereſy, which, he ſaid, God Almighty would 
never ſuffer to triumph over the intereſts of his own 
holy catholic church. This objection produced abund- 
ance of altercation between two very unequal diſ- 
putants; and the Frenchman, finding himſelf puzzled 
dy the learning of his antagoniſt, had recourſe to the 
Argumentum ad huminem, by laying his hand upon 
kis ſword, and declaring that he was ready to loſe 
the laſt drop of his blood ia oppoſition to ſuch a 
damnable ſcheme. 
Sir Mungo, though in all appearance reduced to 
the laſt ſtage of animal exiſtence, no ſooner heard 
this epithet applied to his plan, than his eyes gleamed 
like lightaiug: he ſprung from his ſeat with the 
agility of a F and darting himſelf out at 
the door, like an arrow from a bow, re- appeared in 
a moment with a long ruſty weapon, which might 
have been ſhewn among a collection of rarities, as the 
word of Guy carl of Warwick. This implement he 

brandiſhed over the chevalier's head with the dexterity 

ef an old prizesſighter, exclaiming in the French 
language; ILhou art a prophane wretch marked 22 
755 | | or 
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for the vengeance of Heaven, whoſe unworthy 
miniſter I am; and here thou ſhalt fall by the 
word of the Lord and of Gideon“ . 


The chevalier, unterrified by this dreadful ſaluta- 


tion, deſired he would accompany him to a more con- 
venient place; and the world might have been deprived 
of one or both theſe knights-errant, had not general 
Macleaver, at the defire of his majeſty, interpoſed, 
and found means to bring matters to an accommo- 
dation. ES | 

In the afternoon, the ſociety was viſited by the 
major's coufin and her daughters, who no ſooner 
appeared, than they were recognized by our. adven- 
turer, and his acquaintance with them renewed in 
| ſuch a manner as alarmed the delicacy of captain 
Minikin, who in the evening repaired to the count's 
apartment, and with a very formal phyſiognomy, 
accoſted him in theſe words: „ Sir, I beg pardon 
for this intruſion 3 but I come to conſult you about 


an affair in which my honour is concerned; and a 


ſoldier without honour, you know, is no better than 
a body without a ſoul. I have always admired that 


fou 


& By Heaven, methinks it were an eaſy leap, 
To pluck bright honour from the pale-fac d moon; 
Or dive into the bottom of the deep, N 
Where fathom line could never touch the ground, 
And pluck up drowned honour by the locks" 


There is a boldneſs and eaſe in the expreſſion, and 
the images are very pictureſque, But, without any 
farther preamble, pray, Sir, give me leave to aſk how 
long you have been acquainted with thoſe ladies who 
drank tea with us this afternoon? You'll forgive the 
queſtion, Sir, when I tell you, that Major Macleaver 
introduced Mrs Minikin to them as to ladies of cha- 
rafter; and I don't know how, Sir, I have a ſort of 

| "Ws 


ſpeech of Hotſpur, in the firſt part of Henry the 


preſentiment 
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* that my wife has been impoſed upon. 
Perhaps I may be miſtaken, and God grant I may, 
But there was a e ne ſgai quey in their 8 to- 
day, which begins to alarm my ſuſpicion. Sir, I 
have nothing but my reputation to depend upon; and 
1 hope you will excuſe me, when I earneſtly beg to 
know what rank they maintain in life.” | 
* Fathom, without minding the conſequence, told 
bim with a ſimper, that he knew them to be very 
good- natured ladies, who devoted themſelves to the 
Bopineſt of mankind. _ This explanation had no 
ſooner eſcaped from his lips, than the Captain's face 
began to glow with indignation, his eyes ſeemed 
burſting from their ſpheres, he Twelled to twice his 
natural dimenſions, and raifing himfelf on his tiptoes, 
pronounced, in a ftrain that emulated thunder, 
«© Blood! Sir, you ſeem to make very light of the 
matter; but it is no joke to me, I'] affure you: and 
Macleaver ſhall ſee that I am not to be affronted with 
- .mpunity. Sir, I ſhall take it as a fingular favour, 
if you will be the bearer of a billet to him, which I 
ſhall write in three words, Nay, Sir, you mult give 
me leave to inſiſt upon it, as you are the only gentle- 
man of our meſs whom I can intruſt with an affair of | 
this nature.“ 3 
Fathom, rather than run the riſk of diſobliging | 
ſuch a punctilious warrior, after having in vain at- a | 
tempted to diſſuade him from his purpoſe, undertook IM. 
to carry the challenge, which. was immediately pen- 
ned in theſe words: 0 


« SIR, IS” 
L You have violated my honour, in impoſing upon 
„% Mrs Minikin your pretended couſins as ladies of 
« virtue and reputation.— I therefore demand ſuch 
4 ſatis faction as a ſoldier ought to receive, and ex- 
% pe& you will adjuſt, with my friend Count os: 
© * | | « the 
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« the terms upon which you ſhall be met by the much 
« injured | | 


4% Golla Minixin.” 


This morgeau being ſealed and directed, was forth- 
with carried by our adventurer to the lodgings of the 
major, who had by this time retired to reſt; but 
hearing the Count's voice, he got up, and opened the 
door in cuerpo, to the aſtoniſhment of Ferdinand, who 
had never before ſeen ſuch an Herculean figure. He 
made an apology for —_—_— the Count in his birth- 
day ſuit, to which, he ſaid, 
heat of his conſtitution, though he might have aſ- 
figned a more adequate cauſe, by owning that his 
ſhirt was in the hands of his waſherwoman ; then 
ſhrouding himſelf in a blanket, defired to know what 
had procured him the honour of ſuch an extraordi- 
nary viſit, He read the letter with great compoſure, 
like a man accuſtomed to ſuch intercourſe ; then ad- 
dreſſing himſelf. to the bearer, „I will be after di- 
verting the gentleman, ſaid he, in any manner he 
ſhall think proper: but, by Jeſus! this is no place 
for ſuch amuſements ; beeauſe, as you well know, my 
dear Count, if both ſhould be killed by the chance 
of war, neither of us will be able to eſcape; and af- 
ter the breath is out of his body, he will make but a 
ſorry excuſe to his family and friends. But that is 
no concern of mine, and therefore I am ready to 
pleaſe him in his own way.” 5 90 

Fathom approved of his remarks, which he rein- 
forced with ſundry confiderations to the ſame purpoſe, 
and begged the aſſiſtance of the major's advice, in 
finding fome expedient to terminate the affair without 
bloodſhed, that no troubleſome conſequences might 
enſue, either to him or to his antagoniſt, who, in 
ſpite of this overſtrained formality, ſeemed to be a 
perſon of worth and good-gature. © With all my 
heart,” ſaid the generous Hibernian; «I have a 
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great regard ſor the little man, and my own charac- 


ter is not to ſeek at this time of day. I have ſerved 
a long apprenticeſhip to fighting, as this ſame carcaſe 
.ean teſtify ; and if he compels me to run him through 
the body, by my ſhoul I ſhall do it in a friendly 
manger {of Yes he | 
So ſaying, he threw aſide the blanket, and dif. 


| played ſcars and ſeams innumerable upon his body, 


which appeared like an old patched leathern doublet. 
J remember, proceeded this champion, “ when 
J was a flave at Algiers, Murphy Macmorris and J 
happened to have ſome difference in the bagnio, up- 
-Qn- which he bade me turn out. Arra, or what? 
Jaid 1, here are no weapons that a gentleman can uſe, 
and you would not be ſuch a negro as to box like an 

7 puzzled himſelf for 
ſome time, he propoſed that we ſhould retire into a 


Korner, and funk at one another with brimſtone, till 


ene of us ſhould give out. Accordingly, we cram- 
aned half a dozen of tobacco pipes with ſulphur, and 
detting foot to foot, began to ſmoke, and keep a con- 
ant fire, until Macmorris dropped down. Then 1 
threw away my pipe, and taking poor Murphy in 
my arms, What, are you dead?” ſaid I, „ if you 
are dead, ſpeak.” © No, by Jeſus!” cried he, [ 
an't dead, but Pm ſpeechleſs.” So he owned I had 
obtained the victory, and we were as good friends as 


ever. Now, if Mr Minikin thinks proper to put the 
affair upon the ſame iſſue, I will ſmoke a pipe of 


brimſtone with him to-morrow morning; and if J 
Fry out firſt, I will be after aſking pardon for this 
ſuppaſed aitront.”” 8 SE 

Fathom eould not help laughing at the propoſal, 


10 which, however, he objected, on account of Mini- 


kin's delicate conſtitution, which wight ſuffer more de- 
'triment from breathing in an atmoſphere of ſulphur, 
than from the diſcharge of a piſtol, or the thruſt of a 
mall ſword. He therefore ſuggeſted another expe- 
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dient in lieu of the ſulphur, namely, the gum called 
Aſa fetida, which, though abundantly nauſeoys, 
could have no dangerous effect upon the infirm tex- 
ture of the Lieutenant's lungs. This hint being re- 
liſhed by the Major, our adventurer returned to his 
principal, and having repeated the other's arguments. 
apainſt the uſe of mortal inſtruments, deſcribed the 
ſuccedaneum which he had concerted with Macleaver. 
The Captain at firft believed this ſcheme was calcu- 
lated for ſubjecting him to the ridicule of his fellow- 
iſoners, and began to ſtorm with great violence 
bur by the aſſurances and addreſs of Fathom, he was 
at length reconciled to the plan, and preparations. 
were made on each ſide for this duel, which was ac- 
tually ſmoaked next day about noon, in a ſmall elo- 
ſet detached from the challenger's apartment, and 
within hearing of his Majeſty and all his Court, aſ- 
ſembled as witneſſes and umpires of the conteſt, - 
The combatants 8 locked up together, began 
to ply their engines with great fury; and it was not 
long before Captain Minikin perceived he had a ma- 
nifeſt advantage over his antagoniſt. For his organs 
were familiarized to the effluvia of this drug, which 
he had frequently uſed in the courſe of an hy pochon- 
driac diſorder; whereas Macleaver, who was a ſtran- 
ger to all forts of medicine, by his wry faces and at- 
tempts to puke, expreſſed the utmoſt abhorrenee of 
the ſmell that invaded his noltrils. Nevertheleſs, re- 
ſolved to hold out to the laſt extremity, he continued 
in action, until the cloſet was filled with ſuch an in- 
tolerable vapour, as diſcompoſed the whole ceconom 
of his intrails, and compeiled -him to diſgorge his. 
breakfaſt in the face of his opponent, whoſe nerves 
were ſo diſconcerted by this dilagreeable and unfore- 
ſeen diſcharge, that he fell back into his chair in a 
ſwoon, and the major bellowed aloud for aſſiſtance. 
The door being opened, he ran directly to a window, 
to inbale the freſh air, while the captain, recovering 
4 . , from. 
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from his fit, complained of Macleaver's unfair pre- 


4 ceedings, and demanded juſtice of the arbitrators, who 


decided in his favour; and the major being prevailed 
upon to aſk pardon for having introduced Mrs Mini- 


kin to women of rotten reputation, the parties were 


reconeiled to each other, and peace and concord re- 
eſtabliſhed in the meſs. 

Fathom acquired univerſal applanſe for his diſcreet 
and humane conduct upon this occaſion; and that 
ſame afternoon had an opportunity of ſeeing the lady 
in whoſe cauſe he had exerted himſelf. He was pre- 
ſented to her as the huſband's particular friend; and 
when ſhe underſtood how much ſhe was indebted to 


his care and concern for the captain's ſafety, ſhe treat- 


ed him. with uncommon marks of diſtinction; and he 


found her a 3825 well-bred woman, not without a 


good ſhare of perſonal charms, and a well cultivated 
underſtanding. - 4 


Cc HA P. XLII. 


<1 anextatied rencounter, and an hafpy revolution in 


(be eint of our Adventurer. 


; A 8 ſhe did not : lodge within the precinfts of this 


garriſon, ſhe was. one day, after tea, con- 
ducted 8 the gate by the Captain and the Count; 


and juſt as they approached the turnkey's lodge, our | 


hero's eyes were ſtruck with the apparition of his old. 
companion Renaldo, ſon of his benefactor and patron 
the Count de Melville. What were the emotions of 
his ſoul, when he ſaw that young gentleman. enter 
the priſon, and advance towards him, after havin 

ſpoke to the gaoler! He never doubted, that being 
informed of his confinement, he was come to upbraid, 


bim with his villany and ingratitude, and he in vain | 


| W to eollea Cy from that terror we. 
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guilty confuſion which his appearance had inſpired z 
when the ſtranger, lifting up his eyes, ſtarted back 
with ſigns of extreme amazement, and after a conſi- 
derable pauſe, exclaimed, «+ Heaven and earth! Sure 
my eyes do not deceive me! Is not your name Fa- 
thom? it is, it muſt be my old friend and companion, 
the loſs of whom I have ſo long regreted!'“ With 
theſe words, he ran towards our adventurer; and,. 
while he claſped him in his arms, with all the eager- 
neſs of affection, proteſted that this was one of the 
happieſt days he had ever ſeen. „„ 
Ferdinand, who, from this ſalutation, concluded him- 
ſelf ſtill in poſſeſſion of Renaldo's good opinion, was not 
deficient in expreſſions of tenderneſs and joy; he return 
ed his embraces. with equal ardour, the tears trickled 
down his cheeks,” and that perturbation which pro- 
ceeded from conſcious perfidy and fear, was miſtaken 
by the unſuſpecting Hungarian for the fheer effects 
of love, gratitude, and ſurprize. Theſe firſt tran - 
ſports having ſubſided, they adjourned to the lodg- 
ings of Fathom, who ſoon recollected his ſpirits and 
invention ſo well, as to amuſe the other with a. 
feigned tale of his having been taken by the 
French, ſent priſoner into Champaign, from whence 
be had written many letters to Count Melvil and 
bis ſon, of whom. he could hear no tidings; of his. 
having contracted an. intimacy with a yeung noble 
man in France, who died in the flower of his age, 
S after having, in token of friendſhip, bequeathed to 
= him a conſiderable legacy: by this he had been en- 
abled to viſit the land of his forefathers in the cha- 
racter of a gentleman, which he had ſupported. with. 
ſome figure, until he was betrayed into a misfortune: 
that exhauſted his funds, and drove him to the ſpot _ . 
where he was now found. And. he ſolemnly. declared, 
that far from forgetting the obligation he owed to 
Count Melvil, or renouncing the friendſhip of Re=+ _ 
naldo, he had actually reſolved. to. ſet out for Ger- 
| 1 55 e many, 
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many, on his return to the houſe of his patron in the 
beginning of the week, poſterior to that in which he 
had been arreſted. | 
: Young Melvil, whoſe own heart had never known 
the inſtigations of fraud, implicitly believed the ſtory 
and proteſtations of Fathom ; and though he would 
not juſtify that part of his conduct by which the term 
af his good fortune was abridged, he could not help 
excuſing an indiſoretion into which he had been hur- 
ned by the precipitancy of yoath, and the allurements 
-of an artful woman : nay, with the utmoſt warmth 
of friendſhip, he undertook to wait upon Trapwell, 
3 and endeavoured to ſoften him into ſome reaſonable 
| terms of compoſition. - eee | 

: Fathom feemed to be quite overwhelmed with a 
deep ſenſe of all this goodneſs, and affected the moſt 
.eaper impatience to know the particulars of Renaldo's 
fate, ſince their unhappy ſeparation ; more eſpecially 
his errand to this uncomfortable place, which he 
ſhould henceforth revere as the providential ſcene of 
their re-union : nor. did he forget to enquire, in 
the moſt dutiful and affectionate manner, about the 
fituation of his noble parents, and amiable ſiſter. 

At mention of theſe names, Renaldo, fetching a 
deep ſigh, „ Alas! my friend, (faid he), the Count 
is no more; and what aggravates my affliction for the 
Joſs of ſuch a father, it was my misfortune to be un- 
der his diſpleaſure at the time of his death. Had 1 
been preſent on that melancholy occaſion, ſo well 1 

knew his generoſity and paternal tenderneſs, that ſure 

Im, he would in his laſt moments have forgiven an 
only ſon,” whoſe life had been a continual effort to 
render himſelf worthy of ſuch a parent, and whoſe 
efime was no other than an honourable paſſion for the 

moſt meritorious of her ſex. But I was removed at. 
à fatal diſtance from him, and doubtleſs my conduct 
muſt have been invidiouſſy miſrepreſented. Be that as 
will, my mother has again given her hand in wedlock 

8 N © to 
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to Count Trevaſi, by whom J have the mortification 
to be informed, that I am totally excluded from my 
_ father's ſucceſſion ; and I learn from other quartere, 
that my ſiſter is barbarouſly treated by this inhuman. 
father-in-law. Grant, Heaven, I may ſoon have an 
opportunity of expoſtulating with the tyrant upon: 
that ſubject. | g | 8 
_ © $0 ſaying, his cheeks glowed, and his eyes lighten» 
ed with reſentment. Then he thus proceeded : 
„ My coming hither to-day, was with a view to- 
viſit a poor female relation, from whom 1 yeſterday 
received a letter, deſeribing her moſt deplorable ſitu- 
ation, and ſoliciting my aſſiſtance: but the turnkey 
affirms, that there is no ſuch perſon in the jail ; and 
I was on my way to conſult the keeper, when I was 
agreeably ſurpriſed with the fight of my dear Fa- 
thom.“ . 
Our adventurer having wiped from his eyes the 
tears which were produced by the news of his worthy 
patron's death, deſired to know the name of that af- 
flicted priſoner in whoſe behalf he intereſted himſelf 
ſo much; and Renaldo produced the letter, ſubſerib- 
ed your unfortunate couſin Helen Melvil. This pre- 
tended relation, after having explained the degree of 
conſanguinity which ſhe and the Count ſtood in to 
each other, and occaſionally mentioned ſome anec- 
dotes of the family in Scotland, gave him to under= 
tand, that ſhe had married a merchant of London, 
who, by repeated loſſes in trade, had been reduced 
to indigence, and afterwards confined in priſon, where 
he then lay a breathleſs corpſe, having left her in the 
utmoſt extremity of wretchedneſs and want, with two 
young children in the ſmall-pox, and an incurable 
cancer in one of her own breaſts. Indeed, the-pic- 
ture ſhe drew was ſo moving, and her expreſſions ſo 
ſenſibly pathetic, that no perſon whoſe heart was not 
altogether callous, could peruſe it without emotion, 
Kenaldo had ſent two guineas by the meſſenger,. 
Mi 4 Þ 4 OE RR . ; erg whom 
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whom ſhe had repreſented as a truſty ſervant, whoſe 
fidelity had been proof againſt all the diſtreſs of her 
miſtreſs ; and he was now arrived, in order to rein- 
force his bounty. | | 
Fathom, in the conſciouſneſs of his own practices, 
zmmediately comprehended the ſcheme of this letter, 
and confidently aſſured him, that no ſuch perſon re- 
ſided in the priſon, or in any other place; and, when 
his friend applied for information to the keeper, theſe 
aſſurances were confirmed; and that ſtern janitor told 
him he had been impoſed upon by a ſtale trick, which 
was often practiſed upon ſtrangers by à ſet of ſharp- 
ers, who make it their buſineſs to pick up hints of 
intelligence relating to private families, upon which 
they build ſuch ſuperſtructures of fraud and impoſi- 
tion. | | 
However piqued the young Hungarian might be 
to find himſelf duped in this manner, he rejoiced at 
the occaſion which had thrown Fathom in his way; 
and, after having made him a tender of his purſe, 


took his leave, on 1 to wait upon Trapwell, 


who was not quite ſo untractable as an enraged cuck- 
old commonly is; for, by this time, he had accompliſh- 
ed the beſt part of his aim, which was to be divorced 
from his wife, and was fully convinced that the de- 
fendant was no more than a needy adventurer, who, 
in all probability, would be releaſed by an act of 
Parliament for the benefit of inſolvent debtors; in. 
which caſe, he (the plaintiff) would reap no ſolid ad- 
vantage from his impriſonment. 8 
He therefore liſtened to the remonſtrances of the 
mediator, and, after much canvaſſing, agreed to diſ- 
charge the defendant in conſideration of two hundred. 
ounds, which were immediately paid by Count Mel- 
vil,, who, by this deduCtion, was reduced to. ſome-. 
what leſs than thirty. (EP 
Nevertheleſs, he cheerfully beggared himſelf in be- 
half of his friend, for whoſe releaſe he forthwith ob» 
| — LTS Con Rt on 46 pf 
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tained an order; and the next day our adventurer, 
having bid a formal adieu to his fellows in diftreſs, 
and, 1n particular, to bis Majeſty, for whoſe reftora- 
tion his prayers were preferred, he quitted: the jail, 
and accompanied his deliverer, with all the outward 
marks of unutterable gratitude and eſteem. 

Surely, if his heart had been made of peretrable 
Buff, it would have been touched by the circumſtances 
of this redemption ; but, had not his foul been in- 
vincible to all ſuch attacks, theſe memoirs would poſ- 
ſibly never have ſeen the light. ot 

When they arrived at Renaldo's lodgings, that 
young gentleman honoured him with other proofs of 
confidence and friendſhip, by giving him a circum=- 
| Rantial detai! of all the adventures in which he had 
been engaged after Fathom's deſertion from. the Im- 
perial camp. He told him, that, immediately after 
the war was finiſhed, his father had preſſed him to a. 

very advantageous match, with which he would have 
comphed, though his heart was not at all concerned,. 
had not he been inflamed with the deſire of ſeeing the 
world, before he could take any ſtep towards a ſettle- 
ment for-life ; that he had fignified his ſentiments on 
this head to the Count, who oppoſed, them with un- 
uſual obſtinacy, as prod::Rtive of a delay, which might. 
be fatal to his propoſal ; for which reaſon, he bad 
retired incognito from his family, and travelled through 
ſundry ſtates and countries in a diſguiſe, by which he 
eluded the enquiries of his parents. 

That, in the courſe of theſe peregrinations, he was 
captivated; by the irrefiſtible charms of a young lady, 
on whoſe heart he had the good fortune to make a 
tender impreſſion ; that their mutual love had ſub. 
jected both to many dangers and difficulties, during 
which they ſuffered a cruel ſeparation ; after the tor- 
ments of which, he had happily found her in Eng- 
land, where ſhe now lived entirely cut off from her- 
native country and connections, and deſtitute of every 
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other reſource, but his honour, love, and protection: 
and, finally, that he was determined to combat his 
own defires, how violent ſoever they might be, until 
he ſhould have made ſome ſuitable proviſion for the 
conſequences of a ſtricter union with the miſtreſs of 
his ſoul, that he might not, by a precipitate mar- 
Fiage, ruin the perſon whom he adored. | 

This end he propoſed to attain, by an application 
to the court of Vienna, which, he did not doubt, 
would have ſome regard to his own ſervice, and that 


of his father; and thither he reſolved to repair with 


the firſt opportunity, now that he had found a friend 
with whom he could entruſt the ineſtimable jewel of 
his heart. (OEM 725 

He likewiſe gave our hero to underſtand, that he 
had been eight months in England, during which he 
had lived in a frugal manner, that he might not un- 
neceſſarily exhauſt the money he had been able to 
raiſe upon his own credit; that hitherto he had been 
obliged to defer his. departure for Germany, on ac- 
count of his attendance upon the mother of his mil- 
treſs, who was lately dead of ſorrow and chagrin ; 
and that, fince he reſided in London, he had often 
heard of the (celebrated Count Fathom, though he 
never imagined that his friend Ferdinand could be 


diſtinguiſned by that appellation. 


CHAP. XL. 


* 


Alen elite the proverb. « What's bred in the bone 


will never come out of the fleſh." 


'C OME circumſtances of this converſation made a 
deep impreſſton upon the mind of our adventurer, 

who nevertheleſs * concealed his emotions from the 
knowledge of his friend, and was next day introduced 
to that hidden treaſure, of which Renaldo had — 
nn C ED e - wit } 
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with ſuch rapture and adoration, It was not with» 
out reaſon he had expatiated upon the perſonal at- 
trations of this young lady, whom (for the preſent) 
we ſhall call Monimia, a name that implies her orphan 
ſituation. When ſhe entered the room, even Fathom, 
whoſe eyes had been ſated with beauty, was ſtruck 
dumb with -admiration, and could ſcarce: recolle& 
himſelf ſo far as to perform the ceremony of his in- 
troduction. | 


She ſeemed to about the age of eighteen : her ſta- 


ture was tall, her motion graceful ; a knot of artifi- 
cial flowers reſtrained the Juxuriancy of her fine black 
hair, that flowed in ſhining ringlets a-down her ſnowy 
neck. The contour of her face was oval; her fore- 
bead remarkably high; her complexion clean and de- 
licate, though not florid ; and her eyes were ſo pierc- 


ing, as to ſtrike the ſoul of every beholder : yet, up- 


on this occaſion, one half of their vivacity was e- 
clipled by a languiſhing air of melancholy concern, 
which, while it in a manner ſheathed the edge of her 
beauty, added the moſt engaging ſweetneſs to her 
looks; in ſhort, every feature was elegantly perfect, 
and the harmony of the whole raviſhing and delight - 
ful. | 


It was eaſy to perceive the mutual ſentiments of the 


two lovers at meeting, by the pleafure that ſenſibly 
diffuſed itſelf in the countenances of both. Fathom 
was received by her as the intimate friend of her ad- 
mirer, whom the had often heard of in terms of the 
molt ſincere affection; and the converſation was car- 
ried on in the Italian language, becauſe ſhe was a. 
foreigner, who had not as yet made great proficiency 
in the knowledge of the Engliſh tongue. Her un- 
derſtanding was ſuch, as, inſtead of diminiſhing, re- 
mforced the prepoſſeſſion which was inſpired by her 
appearance; and, if the ſum- total of her charms could 


not melt the heart, it at leaſt excited the appetite of 


Fathom to ſuch a degree, that he gazed * 
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with ſuch violence of deſire, as had never tranſported 
him before, and inſtantly began to harbour thoughts, 


not only deſtructive to the peace of his. generous pa- 


tron, but alſo to the prudential maxims he had a- 
dopted on his firſt entrance into life. | 
We have already recorded divers inſtances af his 


conduct, to prove thit there was an intemperance in 


his blood, which often interfered with his caution ; 


*and 3 he had found means to render this heat 


fometimes ſubſervient to his intereſt, yet, in all pro- 


bability, Heaven mingled the ingredient in bis con- 


ſtitution, on purpoſe to counteract his conſummate 
craft, defeat the villany of his intention, and at laſt 
expoſe him to the juſtice of the law, and the con- 
tempt of his fellow-creatures, | 
Stimulated as he was by the beauty of the incom- 
parable Monimia, he foreſaw that the conquelt of her 
heart would coſt him a thouſand times more labour 
and addreſs than all the victories he had ever atchiev- 
ed; for, beſides her ſuperior eee her ſen- 


timents of honour, virtue, gratitude, religion, and 


pride of birth, her heart was already engaged by the 
tendereſt ties of love and obligation, to a man whoſe 
perſon and acquired APY eee at leaſt equalled 
his own, and whoſe connection with him was of ſuch 
a nature, as raiſed an almoſt inſurmountable bar to 
his deſign ; becauſe, with what face could he com- 
mence rival to'the perſon whoſe family had raiſed him 
from want and ſervility, and whoſe own generoſity 
had reſcued him from the miſeries of a dreary jail ? 
Notwithitanding theſe reflections, he would not lay 
aſide an idea which ſo agreeably flattered his imagi- 
nation. He, like every other projector in the ſame 


eircumſtances, was ſo partial to his own qualifications, 


as to think the lady would ſoon perceive a difference 
between him and Renaldo, that could not fail to turn 
to his advantage in her opinion. He depended a good 
deal on the levity and inconſtancy of the ſex, and did 
| | not 
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not doubt, that, in the courſe of their acquaintance, 
he ſhould profit by that languor which often creeps 
upon and flattens the intercourſe of lovers cloyed with 
the ſight and converſation of each other. | | 
Thig way of arguing was very natural to a man 
who had never known other motives than thoſe of 
ſenſuality and convenience; and, perhaps, upon theſe 
maxims, he might have ſucceeded with nine tenths of 
the fair ſex : but, for once, he erred in his calcula- 
tion. Monimia's foul was perfect; her virtue im- 
pregnable. His firſt approaches were, as uſual, per- 
formed by the method of infinuation, which ſucceeded. 
ſo well, that, in a few days, he actually acquired a. 
very diſtinguiſhed ſhare of her favour and eſteem. To 
this he had been recommended, in the warmeſt ſtrain 
of exaggerating friendſhip, by her dear Renaldo; ſo 
that, placing the moſt unreſerved confidence in his 
honour and integrity, and being almoſt quite deſtitute 
of acquaintance, ſhe made- no ſcrupte of owning 
herſelf pleaſed with his company and converſation:; 
and therefore he was never abridged in point of 
opportunity. She had too much diſcernment te 
overlook his uncommon talents and agreeable ad- 
dreſs, and too much ſufceptibility to obſerve them 
with indifference. She not only regarded him as 
the confident of her lover, but admired him as a 
perſon whoſe attachment did honour to Count Melvil's 
choice: the found his diſcourſe remarkably entertain- 
ing, his politeneſs dignihed with an air of uncommon 
ſincerity; and ſhe was raviſhed with his ſkill in muſic, 
an art of which ſhe was deeply enamoured. - f 
While he thus ingratiated himſelf with the fair 
Monimia, Renaldo rejoiced at their intimacy, being 
extremely happy in the thought of having found a 
friend who could amaſe and protect the dear creature 
in his abſence, That ſhe might be the better pre- 
pared for the temporary ſeparation which he medi- 
tated, 
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tated, he began to be leſs frequent in his viſits, or 


rather to interrupt, by gradual intermiſſions, the con- 
ſtant attendance he had beſtowed upon her ſince her 
mother's death. This alteration ſhe was enabled to 
bear by the aſſiduities of Fathom, when ſhe under- 
ſtood that her lover was indiſpenſibly employed in ne- 
gotiating a ſum of money for the purpoſes of his in- 
tended voyage. This was really the caſe; for, as 
the reader hath been already informed, the proviſion 
he had made for that emergency, was expended in 
behalf of our adventurer ; and the perſons of whom 
he had borrowed it, far from approving of the uſe to 
which it was put, and accommodating him with a 
freſh ſapply, reproached- him with his benevolence, as 
an act of diſhoneſty to them, and, inſtead of favour- 


ing this ſecond application, threatened to diſtreſs him 


for what he had already received. While he endea- 
voured to ſurmount theſe difficulties, his fmall rever- 
non was quite exhauſted, and he ſaw himſelf on the 
| brink of wanting the common neceſſaries of life. 
There was no difficulty which he could not have 
encountered with fortitude, had he alone been con- 
cerned ; but his affection and regard for Monimia 
were of ſuch a delicate nature, that, far from being 
able to bear the proſpect of her wanting the leal 
convenience, he could not endure that ſhe ſhould ſuſ- 
ct her ſituation coſt him a moment's perplexity, 
cauſe. he foreſaw it would wring ber gentle heart 
with unſpeakable anguiſh and vexation. This, there- 
Fore, he endeavoured to anticipate by expreſſions of 
confidence in the Emperor's equity, and frequent de- 
elarations touching the. goodnels and ſecurity of that 
eredit from which he derived hip preſent ſubſiſtence. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLIV. 


| Anecdotes of poverty „and experiments for the benefit of 


thoſe whom it may concern. 


11 be ſuppoſed that he paſſed his time in tran- 
quillity. Every day uſhered in new demands, and 
freſh anxiety ; for, though his economy was' frugal, 
it could not be ſupported without money; and now 
not only his funds were drained, but alſo his private 
friends tired of relieving his domeſtic neceſſities; nay, 
they began to relinquiſh his company, which former- 
ly they had coveted; and thoſe who fill favoured 
him with their company, embittered that favour with 
diſagreeable advice, mingled with impertinent reproof. 
They loudly exclaimed againſt the laſt inſtance of his 


friendſhip for Fathom, as a piece of wrong-headed 


extravagance, which neither his fortune could afford, 
nor his conſcience excuſe, and alleged, that ſuch ſpe- 
eimens of generoſity are vicious in any man, let his 
finances be never ſo opulent, if he has any relations 
of his own who need his afſiſtance; but altogether 
ſcandalous, not to ſay unjuſt, in a perſon who depends 
for his own ſupport upon the favour of his friends. 
Theſe expoſtulations did not even reſpect the beau- 
teous, the accompliſhed, the gentle-hearted, the or- 
phan Monimia. Although they owned her perfec- 
tions, and did not deny that it would be highly me- 
ritorious in any man of fortune to make her happy, 
they diſapproved of Renaldo's attachment to the fair 
beggar, made light of that intimate union of hearts 
which ſubſiſted between the two lovers, and which 
no human confideration could diffolve ; and ſome a- 
mong them, in the conſummation of their prudence, 
ventured to hint a propoſal of providing for her in the 
ſervice of ſome lady of faſhion. | £780 


| IS affairs being thus circumftanced, it is not to 
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Any reader of ſenſibility will eaſily conceive how 
theſe admonitions were reliſned by a young gentle- 


man, whoſe pride was indomable, whoſe notions of 
honour were ſcrupulouſly rigid and romantic, whoſe 
temper was warm, and whoſe love was intenſe. E- 


very ſuch ſuggeſtion was a dagger to his ſoul ; and 
what rendered the torture more exquiſite, he lay un- 
der obligations to thoſe very perſons whoſe ſelfiſh 
and ſordid fentiments he diſdained; ſo that he was 


reſtricted by gratitude from giving vent to his indigna- 


tion, and his forlorn circumſtances would not permit 
him to renounce their acquaintance. While he ſtrug- 
gled with theſe mortifications, his wants grew more 
and more importunate, and his creditors became cla- 
marous. 4; | 
Fathom, to whom all his grievances were diſcloſ- 
ed, lamented his hard hap with all the demonſtra- 
tions of ſympathy which he could expect to find in 
ſuch a zealous adherent ; he upbraided himſelf inceſ- 
ſantly as the cauſe of his patron's diſtreſs ; took God 
to witneſs, that he would rather have periſhed in jail, 
than have enjoyed his liberty, had he known it would 


have coſt his deareſt friend and benefactor one tenth 
part of the anguiſh he now ſaw him ſuffer ; and, in 


concluſion, the fervency of his affection glowed to 
ſuch a degree, that he offered to beg, ſteal, or plun- 
der on the high way, for Renaldo's aſſiſtance. | 
Certain it is, he might have recollected a leſs diſ- 
agreeable expedient than any of theſe, to alleviate 
the pangs of this unhappy lover; for at that very 
period, he was poſſeſſed of money and moveables to 
the amount of a much greater ſum than that which 
was neceſſary to remove the ſevereſt pangs of the 
Count's misfortune. But, whether he did not re- 
fle& upon this reſource, or was willing to Jet Melvil 
be better acquainted with adverſity, which 1s the 
great ſchool of life, I ſhall leave the reader to deter- 


mine: yet, ſo far was he from ſupplying the * 
gs | : 
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ef the young Hungarian, that he did not ſcruple to 
receive a ſhare of the miſerable pittance which that 

entleman made ſhift to extort from the complaiſance 
of a few companions, whoſe countenance he ſtill en- 
joyed. 
f 8 life was now become a facrifice to the 
moſt poignant diſtreſs; almoſt his whole time was 
engroſſed by a double ſcheme, comprehending his ef- 
forts to render his departure practicable, and his ex- 
pedients for raiſing the means of daily bread. With 
regard to the firſt, he exerted himſelf among a ſet of 
merchants, ſome of whom knew his family and ex- 
pectations; and, for the laſt, he was fain to depend 
upon the aſſiſtance of a few intimates, who were not 
in condition to furniſh him with ſums of conſequence. 
Theſe, however, gradually dropped off, on pretence 
of friendly reſentment for his indiſereet conduct; ſo 
that he found himſelf naked, and deſerted by all his 
his former acquaintance, except one gentleman, with 
whom he had lived in the moſt unreſerved corre- 
ſpondence, as with a perſon of the warmeſt friendſhip, 
and the moſt unbounded benevolence; nay, he had 
actually experienced repeated proofs of his generoſity ; 
and ſuch were the Count's ſentiments of the grati- 
tude, love, and eſteem which were due to the author 
of theſe obligations, that he would have willingly 
laid down his own life for his intereſt or advantage. 
He had already been at different times accommodated 


* 


by this beneſactor with occaſional ſupplies, amount- 


ing in the whole to about forty or fifty pounds; and 
ſo fearful was he of taking any ſtep by which he 


might forfeit the good - will of this geutleman, that be 


ſtruggled with unparalleled difficulty and vexation, 
before he could prevail upon himſelf to put his libe- 
rality to another proof. 8 

What maxims of delicacy will not the dire calls o 
neceſſity infringe! Reduced to the alternative of 
applying once more to that beneficence which had 
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never failed him, or of ſeeing Monimia ſtarve, he 
choſe the firſt, as of two evils the leaſt, and entruſted 
Fathom with a letter, explaining the bitterneſs of his 
eaſe, It was not without trepidation, that he re- 
ceived in the evening, from his meſſenger, an anſwer 
to this billet: but what were his pangs when he 
learned the contents? The gentleman, after having 
profeſſed himſelf Melvil's ſincere well-wiſher, gave 
him to underſtand, that he was reſolved for the future 
to detach himſelf from every correſpondence which 


would he inconvenient for him to maintain; that he 


confidered his intimacy with the Count in that light; 


pet, nevertheleſs, if his diftreſs was really as great az 
He had deſcribed it, he would ftill contribute ſome- 


thing towards his relief, and accordingly had ſent by 
the bearer five guineas for that purpoſe ; but deſired 


him to take notice, that, in ſo doing, he laid himſelf 


= 


under ſome difficulty. 
Renaldo's grief and mortification at this diſappoint- 
ment were unſpeakable: he now ſaw demoliſhed the 


laſt ſcreen betwixt him and the extremity of indi- 


ence and wo; he beheld the miſtreſs of his ſoul a- 


bandoned to the bleakeſt ſcenes of poverty and want; 
and he deeply reſented the lofty ſtrain of the letter, 
by which he conceived himſelf treated as a worthleſs 


ſpendthrift, and importunate beggar. 'Though his 


purſe was exhauſted to the laſt ſhilling ; though he 


was ſurrounded with neceſſities and demands, and 


" knew not how to provide another meal for his fair 
dependant, he, in oppoſition to all the ſuggeſtions 


and eloquence of Fathom, deſpatched him with the 
money and another billet, intimating, in the moſt re- 


ſpectful terms, that he approved of his friend's new 
-adopted maxim, which, for the future, he ſhould al- 
ways take care to remember ; and that he had ſent 
back the laſt inſtance of his bounty, as a proof how 
little he was diſpoſed to incommode his benefaQor. 


This 
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This letter, though ſincerely meant, and written | 
in a very ſerious mood, the gentleman conſidered ag 4 
an ungrateful piece of irony, and, in that opinion, | 
complained to ſeveral perſons of the Count's ac- 
quaintance, who unanimouſly exclaimed againſt him, 
as a ſordid, unthankful, and profligate knave, that 
abuſed and reviled thoſe" very people who-had gene- 
rouſly befriended him, whenever they found it incon- 
venient to nouriſh his extravagance with further ſup- 
plies. Notwithſtanding theſe accumulated oppreſ- 


fions, he ſtill perſevered with fortitude in his endea» A 
vours to diſentangle himſelf from this maze of miſery, I 
To theſe he was encouraged by a letter, which, about } 
this time, he received from his ſiſter, importing, that 4 


ſhe had good reaſon to believe the real will of her fa- 1 
ther had been ſuppreſſed, for certain ſiniſter views; 
and deſiring him to haſten his departure for Hungary, 
where he would ſill find ſome friends, who were both 
| able and willing to ſupport his cauſe. He had ſome 
© trinkets left; the pawn-broker's {hop was ſtil] open; 
and hitherto he had made ſhift to conceal from Moni- 1 
mia the extent of his affliction. 4 
The money-broker whom he employed, after hay= _ | 
ing amuſed him with a variety of ſchemes, which . 
ſerved no other purpoſe than that of protracting his 
own job, at length undertook to make him acquaint- 
ed with a ſet of monied men, who had been very ad- 
venturous in lending ſums upon perſonal ſecurity: he 
was therefore introduced to their club in the moſt ö 
favourable manner, after the broker had endeavoured ' 
to prepoſſeſs them ſeparately, with magnificent ideas 
of his family and fortune. By means of this antici- 
pation, he was received with a manifeſt relaxation of 
that ſeverity, which people of this claſs mingle in 4 
their aſpects to the world in general; and they eren 4 
vied with each other in their demonſtrations of hoſpi- 1 
tality and reſpect; for every one, in particular, look- | 
Vor. II. B 5 ed '? 
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ed upon him as a young heir who would bleed. freely, 
and mortgage at cent. per cent. 
Renaldo, buoyed up with theſe exterior civilities, 
began to flatter himſelf with hopes of ſucceſs ; which, 
however, were ſoon checked by the nature of the 
converſation, during which, the chairman upbraided 
one of the members in open club, for having once 
lent forty pounds upon ſlight ſecurity. The perſon 
accuſed alleged, in his own defence, that the borrow- 
er was his own kinſman, whoſe funds he knew to be 
Tufficient ; that he hed granted his bond, and beeti at 
the expence of inſuring his life for the money ; and, 
in concluſion, had diſcharged it to the day with great 
punctuality. Theſe allegations were not deemed excul- 
patory by the reſt of the aſſembly, who, with one voice, 
ronounced him guilty of unwarrantable raſhne's and 
indiſcretion, which, in time coming, muſt undoubted- 
ly operate to the prejudice of his character and credit, 
This was a bitter declaration to the young Count, 
who, nevertheleſs, endeavoured to improve the foot- 
ing he had gained among them, by courting their 
company, conforming to their manners, and atten— 
tively liſtening to their diſccurſe. When he had 
cultivated them with great aſſiduity, for the ſpace of 
ſome weeks, dined at their houſes upon prefling 
invitations, and received repeated offers of ſervice and 
friendſhip, believing that things were now ripe for 
the purpoſe, he one day, at a tavern to which he 
had invited them to dinner, ventured to diſcloſe his 
ſituation to him whoſe countenance was the leaſt 
unpromiſing; and, as he introduced the buſineſs with 
a propoſal of borrowing money, he perceived his eyes 
ſparkle with a viſible alacrity, from which he drew 
an happy preſage. But, alas! this was no more than 
a tranſient gleam of ſunſhine, which was ſuddenly 
obumbrated by the ſequel of his explanation; inſo— 
much, that, when the merchant underſtood the na- 


ture of the ſecurity, his viſage was involved in a moſt 


diſagreeable 
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diſagreeable gloom, and his eyes diſtorted into a moſt 
hideous obliquity of viſion : indeed, he ſquinted ſo 
horribly, that Renaldo was amazed and almoſt af- 
frighted at his looks, until he perceived that this 
diſtortion proceeded from concern for a ſilver tobacco- 
box which he had laid down by him on the table, 
after having filled his pipe: as the youth proceeded 
to unfold his neceſſities, the other became gradually 
alarmed for this utenſil, to which he darted his eyes 
aſkance in this preternatural direction, until he had 
flyly ſecured it in his pocket. 
Having made this ſucceſsful conveyance, he ſhifted 
his eyes alternately from the young gentleman to the 
broker, for a conſiderable pauſe, during which he in 
filence reproached the laſt for introducing ſuch a 
beggarly varlet to his acquaintance. Then takin 
the pipe from his mouth, “ Sir, (ſaid he, addreſſing 
himſelf to the Count), if I had all the inclination in 
the world to comply with your propoſal, it is really 
not in my power: my correſpondents abroad have 
remitted ſuch a number of bad bills of late, that all 
my running caſh hath been exhauſted in ſupporting 
their credit. Mr Ferret, ſure I am, you was not 
ignorant of my ſituation ; and I'm not alittle ſurprized, 
that you ſhould bring the gentleman to me on bulineſs 
of this kind ; but, as the Wiſe Man obſerves, Bray 
a fool in a mortar, and he'll never be wiſe.” 80 
ſaying, with a moſt emphatic glance directed to 
the broker, he rung the bell, and called for the 
reckoning : when, finding that he was to be the gueſt 
of Renaldo, he thanked him dryly for his good cheer, 
and in an abrupt manner took himſelf away. - - 
Though baffled in this quarter, the young gentle- 
man would not deſpair; but forthwith cen Mr 
Ferret in an application to another of the ſociety; 
who, after having heard the terms of his commiſſion, 
deſired him to tell his principal, that he could do 
nothing, without the concurrence of his partner, who 
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happened to be at that time in one of eur Americas 
plantations: a third being ſolicited, excuſed himſelf 
on account of an oath which he had lately taken, on 
the back of a conſiderable loſs : a fourth being tried, 
made anſwer, that it was not in his way: and a fifth 
candidly owned, that he never leat money without 
proper ſecurity. 

Ihus the forlorn Renaldo tried every experiment 
without ſucceſs, and now ſaw the laſt ray of hope ex- 
„ dee Well-nigh deſtitute of preſent ſupport, 

and encompaſſed with unrelenting duns, he was ob- 

liged to keep within doors, and ſeek ſome comfort in 
the converſation of his charming miftreſs, and his 
faithful friend: yet, even there, he experienced the 
extremeſt rigour of adverſe fate. Every rap at the 
door alarmed him with the expectation of ſome noiſy 
tradeſman demanding payment. When he endeavour- 
ed to amuſe himſelf with drawing, ſome unlucky fea- 
ture of the occaſional portrait recalled the image of 
an obdurate creditor, and made him tremble at the 
work of his own hands. When he fled for ſhelter to 
the flattering creation of fancy, ſome abhorred idea 
always ftarted up amidſt the gay viſion, and diſſolved 
the pleaſing enchantment. Even the ſeraphic voice 
of Monimia had no longer power to compoſe the 
anxious tumults of his mind. Every ſong ſhe war- 
bled, every tune ſhe played, recalled to his remem- 
brance ſome ſcene of love and happineſs elapſed, and 
overwhelmed his foul with the woful compariſon of 
paſt and preſent fate. He ſaw all that was amiable 
and perfect in woman, all that he held moſt dear and 
ſacred upon earth, tottering on the brink of miſery, 
without knowing the danger of her fituation, and 
found himſelf unable to prevent her fall, or even to 
forewarn her of the peril; for, as we have already 
obſerved, his ſoul: could not brook the thought of 
communicating the tidings of diſtreſs to the tender- 


hearted Monimia. | N 
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CH Ar 
Renaldo's difireſs deepens, and Fathont's plot thickens, 


goes aggravated misfortune could not fail to af- 
fe his temper and deportment. The continual 
efforts he made to conceal his vexation, produced a 
manifeſt diſtraction in his behaviour and diſcourſe. 
He began to be ſeized with horror at the fight of 
poor Monimia, whom he therefore ſhunned as much 
as the circumſtances of their correſpondence would 
allow; and every evening he went forth alone to ſome 
alitary place, where he could, unperceived, give a 
looſe to the tranſports of his Terra, and in filence 
meditate ſome means to lighten the burden of his 
wo. His heart was ſometimes ſo ſavaged with de- 
ſpair, which repreſented mankind as his inveterate e- 
nemies, that he entertained thoughts of denouncing 
war againſt the whole community, and ſupplying tis 
own wants with the ſpoils he ſhould win. At other 
times, he was tempted with the defire of putting an 
end to his miſeries and life together; yet theſe were 
but the tranſitory ſuggeſtions of temporary madneſs, 
that ſoon yielded to the dictates of reaſon. From 
the execution of the firſt, he was reſtrained by his 
own notions of honour and morality ; and from uſin 
the other expedient, he was deterred by his love for 
Monimia, together with the motives of Philoſophy 
and religion. 

While in this manner he ſecretly nurſed the worm 
of grief that preyed upon his vitals, the-alteration of 
his countenance and conduct did not eſcape the eye of 
that diſcerning young lady. She was alarmed at the 
change, yet afraid to inquire into the ſource of it 
for, being ignorant of his diſtreſs, the could impute 
it to no 3 in which ber happineſs was nat deeply 

Intereſted, She had obſerved his firained complaiſe 
| B 3 ance, 
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ance, and extraordinary emotion; ſhe bad detected 
him in repeated attempts to avoid her company, and 
taken notice of his regular excurſions in the dark. 
Theſe were alarming ſymptoms to a lover of her de- 


licacy and pride. She ſtrove in vain to put the moſt 


favourable conſtruction on what ſhe ſaw ; and finally, 
imputed the effects of his defpondence to the aliena- 
tion of his heart. Made miſerable beyond expreſ- 
Hon by theſe ſuſpicions, ſhe imparted them to Fa- 
thom, who by this time was in full poſſeſſion of her 


confidence and eſteem, and implored his advice touch- 


ing her conduct in fuch a nice conjuncture. 


This artful politician, who rejoiced at the effect of 


her penetration, no ſooner heard himſelf queſtioned 
upon the ſubject, than he gave tokens of ſurprize 
and confuſion, fignifying his concern to find the had 
diſcovered what (for the honour of his friend) he 
wiſhed had never come to light. His behaviour on 
this occaſion confirmed her fatal conjeQure; and ſhe 


eonjured him, in the moſt pathetic manner, to tell 


ber if he thought Renaldo's heart had contracted any 
new engagement. At this queſtion, he ſtarted, with 
Kpns of extreme agitation, and ſtifling an artificial 
figh, “ Sure, Madam, ſaid he, you cannot doubt 
the Count's conſtancy — 1 am confident—he is 
certainly—— I proteſt, Madam, 1 am fo ſhock- 
8 —ů a 
Here he made a full pauſe, as if the conflict be- 
tween his integrity and his friendſhip would not al. 
low him to proceed, and ſummoned the moiſture into 
either eye. — “ Then are my doubts removed, cried 
the afflicted Monimia: I ſee your candour in the midſt 
of your attachment to Renaldo, and will no longer 
torment you with impertinent interrogations, and 
vain complaints.” With theſe words, a flood of tears 
guſhed from her enchanting eyes, and ſhe inftantly 
withdrew into her own apartment, where ſhe indulg- 


ed her ſorrow to exceſs. Nor was her grief unanimat- 
ed 


1 
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ed with reſentment: She was, by birth, nature, and 
education, inſpired with that dignity of pride which 
ennobles the human heart; and this, by the circum- 
tance of her preſent dependence, was rendered ex- 
tremely jealous and ſuſceptible: inſomuch, that ſhe 
could not brook the leaſt ſhadow of indifference, 
much leſs an injury of ſuch a nature, from the man 
whom ſhe had honoured with her aſſections, and for 
whom ſhe had diſobliged and deſerted her family and 
friends. | | : 

Though her love was fo unalterably fixed on this 
unhappy youth, that, without the continvation of 
reciprocal regard, her life would have become an un- 
ſupportable burden, even amidit all the ſplendour of 
affluence and pomp ; and although ſhe foreſaw, that 
when his protection ſhould ceaſe, ſhe muſt be left a 
wretched orphan in a foreign land, expoſed to all the 
miſeries of want, yet ſuch was the loftineſs of her 
difpleature, that ſhe diſdained to complain, or even 
demand an explanation from the ſuppoſed author of 
her wrongs. While ſhe continued undetermined in 
ker purpoſe, and fluctuating on this ſea of torture, 
Fathom, believing that now was the ſeaſon for work- 
ing upon her paſſions, while they were all in commo- 
tion, became, if poſſible, more aſſiduous than ever 
about the fair mourner, modelled his features into a 
_ melancholy calt, pretended to ſhare her diſtreſs with 
the molt emphatic ſympathy, and. endeavoured to 
keep her reſentment glowing by cunning inſinuations, 
which, though apparently deſigned to apologize for 
his triend, ſerved only to aggravate the guilt of his 
perfidy and diſhonour. This pretext of friendly con- 
cern, is the moſt effectual vehicle for the conveyance 
of malice and ſlander; and a man's reputation is ne- 
ver ſo mortally ſtabbed, as when the aſſaſſin begins 
with the preamble of, «© For my own part, I can 
ſafely ſay, that no man upon earth has a greater re- 
ard for him than I have, and it is with the utmoſt: 
B 4 anguiſh, 
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anguiſh and concern that I ſee him miſbehave in ſuch a 
manner.” Then he proceeds to mangle his character; 
and the good-natured hearers, concluding he is even 
blacker than he is repreſented, on the ſuppoſition that 
the moſt atrocious circumſtances are ſoftened or ſup- 


preſſed by the tenderneſs or friendſhip of the accuſer, 


exclaim, © Good lack! what a wretch he muſt be, 


when his beſt friends will no longer attempt to de- 
fend him !” Nay, ſometimes theſe well-wiſhers un— 
dertake his defence, and treacherouſly betray the 
cauſe they have eſpouſed, by omitting the reaſong 
that may be urged in his vindication. 

Boch theſe methods were practiſed by the wily Fer- 
dinand, according td the predominant paſſion of Mo- 
nimia. When her indignation prevailed, he expati- 
ated upon his love and fincere regard for Renaldo, 
which, he ſaid, had grown up, from the cradle, to 
ſuch a degree of fervour, that he would willingly 
part with life for his advantage. He ſhed tcars 
for his apoſtaſy; but every drop made an indelible 
ſtain upon his character: and, in the bitterneſs of his 

rief, ſwore, notwithitanding his fondaeſs for Re- 
naldo, which had become a part of his conſtitution, 
that the young Hungarian deſerved the moſt infa- 
mous deſtiny, for having injured ſuch perfection. At 
other times, when he found her melted into filent 
ſorrow, he affected to excuſe the conduct of his friend. 
He informed her, that the young gentleman's tem- 
per had been uneven from his infancy; that frailty 
was natural to man; that he might in time be re- 


claimed by ſelt-conviction : He even hinted, that ſhe | 


might have probably aſcribed to inconſtancy, what 
was really the effect of ſome chagrin, which he in- 
duſtriouſly concealed from her participation; but, 
when he found her diſpoſed to liſten to this laſt ſug- 
geſtion, he deſtroyed the force of it, by recollect ing 
the eircumſtances of his nocturnal rambles, which, 
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he owned, would admit of no favourable conſtrue» 
tion. | 

By theſe means, he blew the coals of her jealouſy, 
and inhanced the value of his own character, at the 
ſame time; for ſhe looked upon him as a mirror of 
faith and integrity; and, the mind being overcharged 


with wo, naturally ſeeks ſome confident, upon whoſe 
ſympathy it can repoſe nſelf. Indeed, his great aim 


was, to make himſelf neceſſary to her affliction, and 
ſettle a goſſiping correſpondence, in the familiarity of 
which he hoped his purpoſe would certainly be an- 


ſwered. 
Vet the exertion of theſe talents was not limited to 
her alone. While he laid theſe trains for the hapleſs 


young lady, he was preparing ſnares of another kind 


for her unſuſpeAing lover, who (for the completion 


of his miſery) about this time began to perceive 
marks of diſquiet and diſpleaſure in the countenance 
and deportment of his adored Monimia : for, that 


young lady, in the midſt of her grief, remembered 


her origin, and over her vexation affected to throw a 
veil of tranquillity, which ſerved only to give an air- 
of diſguſt to her internal diſturbance. | 
Renaldo, whoſe patience and philoſophy were bare- 
ly ſuſficient to bear the load of his other evils, would 
have been quite overwhelmed with the additional bur- 
den of Monimia's wo, if it had not aſſumed this 
appearance of diſcſteem, which, as he knew he had 
not deſerved it, brought his reſentment to his aſſiſt- 
ance: Yet this was but a wretched cordial to ſupport 
him againſt the baleful reflections that aſſaulted him 
from every quarter: it operated like thoſe deſperate 
remedies, which, while they ſtimulate exhauſted na- 
ture, help to deſtroy the very fundamentals of the 
conſtitution. He reviewed his own conduct with the 
utmoſt ſeverity, and could not recolle& one circum- 
ſtance wl.*ch could juſtly offend the idol of his ſoul., 
The more blameleſs he appeared to himſelf in this 
; i Ds5 examination, 
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examination, the leſs excufable did her behaviour ap- 
pear. He taſked his penetration to diſcover the cauſe 
of this alteration ; he burned with impatience to know 
it: his diſcernment failed him, and he was afraid 
(though he knew not why) to demand an explana- 
tion. His thoughts were ſo circumſtanced, that he 
durſt not even unboſom himſelf to Fathom, though 


his own virtue and friendſhip reſiſted thoſe ſentiments 
that began to intrude upon his mind, with ſuggeſtions 


to the prejudice of our-adventurer*s fidelity. 
Nevertheleſs, unable to endure the torments of ſuch 


- Intereſting ſuſpence, he at length made an effort to 


expoſtulate with the fair orphan; and in an abrupt 
addreſs, the effect of his fear and confufion, begged 
to know if he had inadvertently done any thing to in- 
cur her diſpleaſure. Monimia, hearing herſelf blunt - 
ly accoſted in this unuſual ſtrain, after repeated in- 
ſtances of his reſerve and ſuppoſed inconftancy, con- 
fidered the queſtion as a freſh inſult ; and, ſummoning 
her whole pride to her aſſiſtance, replied with affected 
tranquillity, or rather with an air of ſcorn, that ſhe 
had no title to judge, neither did ſhe pretend to con- 
demn his conduct. Fhis anſwer, fo wide of that ten- 
derneſs and concern which had hitherta manifeſted it- 
ſelf in the diſpoſition of his amiable miitreſs, depriv- 
ed him of all power to carry on the converſation, and 
he retired with a low bow, fully convineed of his hav- 
ing irretrievably lo# the place he had poſſeſſed in her 
affection ; for, to his imagination, warped and blind- 


ed by his misfortunes, her demeanour ſeemed fraught, 


not with a tranftent gleam of anger, which a reſpect- 
ful lover would ſoon have appcaſed, but wah that 
contempt and indifference which denote a total ab- 
ſence. of affection and efteem. She, on the other 
hand, miſconſtrued his fudden retreat; and now they 
deheld the actions of each other through the falſe me- 
dium of prejudice and reſentment. To ſuch fatal 

| | mifunderſtandings, 
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miſunderſtandings, the peace and happineſs of whole 
families often fall a ſacrifice. | 


CHAP. XLVI. 


Our adventurer becomes abſolute in his power over the- 


- paſſions of his friend, and effedts one half of his aim. 


NFLUENCED by this dire miſtake, the breafts of 

| thoſe unhappy lovers began to be invaded with the 
horrors of jealouſy : the tender-hearted Monimia en- 
deavoured to devour her griefs in ſilence; ſhe in ſe- 
eret bemoaned her forlorn fate without ceafing ; her 
tears flowed without intermiſſion from night to morn, 
and from morn to night: She ſought not to know 
the object for which ſhe was forſakew; ſhe meant not 
to upbraid her undoer: her aim was, to find a fe-- 
queſtered corner, in which ſhe could indulge her for-- 


row, where ſhe could brood over the melancholy re- 
membrance of her former felicity, where ſhe could re- 


collect thoſe happy ſcenes ſhe had enjoyed under the: 
wings of her indulgent parents, when her whole life: 
was a revolution of pleaſures, and ſhe was ſurrounded: 
with affluence, pomp and admiration ; where ſhe could, 
unmoleſted, dwell upon the wretched compariſon be- 


tween her paſt and preſent condition, and paint every 


circumſtance of her miſery in the moſt aggravating: 


colours, that they might make the deeper impreſſion 


upon her mind, and the more ſpeedily contribute to- 
that diſſolution for which ſhe ardently wiſhed, as a to- 
tal releaſe from wo. Amiqdſt thefe pinings, ſhe began 
to loathe all ſuſtenance ; her cheeks grew wan, her 
bright eyes loſt their ſplendour, the roſes vaniſhed. 
form her lips, and her delicate limbs could hardly: 
ſupport their burden: in a word; her ſole conſolation 
was limited to the proſpe& of depoſiting her ſorrows. 
13 the grave; and. her only wiſh was, to procure a re- 

treat: 
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treat in which ſhe might wait with reſignation for 
that happy period. Yet this melancholy comfort {e 
could not obtain without the advice and mediation of 
Fathom, whom ſhe therefore ſtill continued to ſee and 
conſult, While theſe conſultations were held, Renal- 
do's boſom was ravaged with tempeſts of rage and 
diſtraction. He believed himſelf ſuperſeded in the 
affection of his miftreſs, by ſome favoured rival, whoſe 
Tacceſs rankied. his foul; and, though he 1 durſt 
communicate the ſuſpicion to his own heart, his ob- 
ſervation continually whiſpered to him, that he was 
ſupplanted by his friend Fathom ; for Monimia was 
totally detached from the converſation of every other 
mam, and he had, of late, noted their intercourſe with 
diflempered eyes. 

J heſe conſiderations ſometimes tranſported him to 
Juch a degree of frenzy, that he was tempted to ſa- 
erifice them both as traitors to gratitude, friendſhip, 
and love: but fuch deliriums foon vaniſhed before 
his honour and humanity. He would not allow him- 
Jelf to think amiſs of Ferdinand, until ſome undoubt- 


ed mark of his guilt ſhould appear; and this was ſo 


far from being the caſe; that hitherto there was ſcarce 
a preſumprion. On the contrary, (ſaid he to himſelf), 
Jam hourly receiving proofs of his ſy mpathy and at- 
tachment : Not but that he may be the innocent cauſe 
of my miſhap. His ſuperior qualifications may have 
attracted the eye, and engaged the heart of that in- 


conſtant fair, without his being ſenſible of the vic- 


tory he has won; or, perhaps, ſhocked at the con- 
queſt he hath unwillingly made, he diſcourages her 
© advances, tries to reaſon down her unjuſtifiable paſ- 
non, and, inthe mean time, conceals from me the par— 
ticulars, out of regard to my happineſs and quiet. 
Under cover of theſe favourable conjectures, our 
adventurer ſecurely proſecuted his ſcheme npon the 
unfortunate Monimia. He dedicated himſelf wholly 


de ber ſervice aud converſation, except at thoſe times 


When 


N 
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when his company was requeſted by Renaldo, who 


now very ſeldom exacted his attendance, In his mi- 


niſtry about the perſon of the beauteous orphan, this 
cunning incendiary mingled ſuch awful regard, ſuch 
melting compaſſion, as eflectually ſcreened him from 
the ſuſpicion of treachery, while he widened the fatal 
breach between her and her lover, by the moſt diabo- 
lical infinuations. He repreſented his friend as a vo- 
luptuary, who gratified his own appetite without the 
leaſt regard to honour or conſcience ; and, with a ſhew 
of inlinite reluctance, imparted ſome anecdotes of his 
ſenſuality which he had feigned for the purpoſe : then 
he would exclaim, in an affected tranſport, “ Graci- 
ous heaven! is it poſſible for any man who has the 
leaſt title to perception or humanity, to injure ſuch 
innocence and perfection? For my own part, had I 
been ſo undeſervedly happy Heaven and earth! 
Forgive my tranſports, Madam, I cannot help ſeein 

and admiring ſuch divine attractions. I cannot help 
reſenting your wrongs: it is the cauſe of virtue IL 
eſpouſe: it ought to be the cauſe of every honeſt 


= | 


He had often repeated ſuch apoſtrophes as theſe, 
which ſhe aſcribed to nothing elſe than ſheer benevo- 
lence and virtuous indignation, and actually began to 
think he had made ſome impreſhon upon her heart; 
not that he now entertained the hope of an immedi- 
ate triumph over her chaſtity. The more he contem- 
Plated her character, the more difficult the conqueſt 


' ſeemed. to be: he therefore altered his plan, and re- 
| ſolved to carry on his operations, under the ſhelter of 
Honourable propoſals, foreſeeing that a wife of her 
qualifications, if properly managed, would turn great- 


ly to the account of the huſband ; or, if her virtue 
ſhould prove refractory, that he could, at any time, 
rid himſelf of the incumbrance, by decamping with- 
out beat of drum, after he ſhould be cloyed with poſs- 
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Elevated by theſe expectations, he, one day, in the 
midſt of a preconcerted rhapſody, importing, that he 
could no longer conceal the fire that preyed upon his 
heart, threw himſelf on his knees before the lovely 
mourner, and imprinted a kiſs on her fair hand. 
Though he did not preſume to take this liberty, till 
after ſuch preparation as he thought had altogether 
extingutſhed her regard for Melvil, and paved the 
way for his own reception in room of that diſcarded 
lover; he had fo far overſhot his mark, that Moni- 
mia, inſtead of favouring his declaration, ſtarted up, 
and retired in ſilence, her cheeks glowing with ſhame, 
and her eyes gleaming with indignation. 

Ferdinand no ſooner recovered from the confuſion 
produced by this unexpected repulſe, than he ſaw 
the neceſſity of coming to a ſpeedy determination, 
teſt the offended fair one ſhould appeal to Renaldo, in 
which caſe they might be mutually undeceived, to 
his utter ſhame and confuſion. He theretore reſoly- 
ed to deprecate her anger by humble ſupplications, 
and by aromas „that whatever tortures he might 
ſuffer by ſupprefling his ſentiments, ſhe ſhould never 

ain be offended with a declaration of his paſſion. 

Having thus appeaſed the gentle Monimia, and 
diſcovered, that, in ſpite of her reſentment, his friend 
ſtill kept poſſeſſion of her heart, he determined to 
work an effectual ſeparation, fo as that the young 
lady, being utterly deſerted by Melvil, ſhould be leit 
altogether in his power. With this chriſtian in- 

tention he began to ſadden his viſage with a double 
ſhade of penlive melancholy, in the preſence of Re- 
naldo-; to ſtifle a ſucceſſion of involuntary ſighs, to 
anſwer from the purpole, to be incoherent in his dif-- 
courſe, and in a word, to act the part of a perſon 
wrapt up in ſorrow ful cogitation. 

Count Melvil, ſoon as he perceived theſe ſymptoms, 
very kindly enquired into the-cauſe of them, and was 
not a little 0 to hear the artful and evaſive 

i anſwers 
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anſwers of Ferdinand, who, without diſcloſing the 
ſource of his diſquiet, earneſtly begged leave to re- 
tire into ſome other corner of the world. Rouſed by 
this intreaty, the Hungarian's jealouſy awoke, and 
with violent agitation he exclaimed, © Then are my 
fears too true! My dear Fathom, I comprehend the 
meaning of your requeſt. 1 have for ſome time per- 
ceived an hoit of horrors approaching from that 
quarter. I know your worth and honour. I depend 
upon your friendſhip, and conjure you, by all the ties 
of it, to free me at once from the moſt miſerable ſuſ- 
pence, by owning you have involuntarily captivated 
the heart of that unhappy maiden.” 

To this ſolemn interrogation he made no reply 
| but, ſhedding a flood of tears, (of which he had always 
a magazine at command), he repeated his defire of 
withdrawing, and took God to witneſs, that what 
he propoſed was ſolely for the quiet of his honoured 
patron and beloved friend. “ Enough, (cried the 
unfortunate Renaldo), the meaſure of my woes is now: 
filled up.“ 80 ſaying, he fell backwards in a ſwoon, 
from which he was with difficulty recovered to the 
ſenſation of the moſt exquilite torments. During 
this parexyſm, our adventurer nurſed him with in- 
| finite care and tenderneſs :-he exhorted him to ſummor 
all his fortitude to his aſſiſtance; to remember his 
forefathers, and exert - himſelf in the imitation of 
their virtues ; to fly from thoſe bewitching charms 
which had enſlaved his better part, to retrieve his 
peace of mind, by reflecting on the inconſtancy and 
ingratitude of woman, and amuſe his imagination 
in the purſuit of honour and glory. | 

After theſe admonitions, he abuſed his ears with a 
forged detail of the gradual advances made to him by 
Monimia, and the fteps he had taken to diſcourage 
her addreſſes, and re-eſtabliſh her virtue; poifoning 
the mind of that credulous youth to ſuch a degree, 

that in all probability he would have put a fatal 


period 
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period to his own exiſtence, had not Fathom found 
means to allay the rage of his ecſtaſy, by the cunning 
arrangement of opoſite conſiderations. He ſet his 
pride againſt his love; he oppoſed his reſentment to 
his ſorrow, and his ambition to his deſpair. Not- 
withſtanding the balance of power, ſo ſettled among 
theſe. antagoniſts, ſo violent were the ſhocks of their 
ſucceſſive conflifts, that his boſom fared like a 
wretched province haraſſed, depopulated, and Jaid 
waſte, by two fierce contending armies. From this 
moment, his life was nothing but an alternation of 
ſtarts and reveries; he wept and raved by turns, 
according to the prevailing guſt of paſſion : food be- 
came a ſtranger to his lips, and ſleep to his eye-lids ; 
he could not ſupport the preſence of Momimia ; her 
abſence increaſed the torture of his pangs ; and when 
he met her by accident, he ſtarted back with horror, 
like a traveller who chances to tread upon a ſnake. 
Tue poor afflicted orphan, worn to a ſhadow with 
ſelf-contuming anguiſh, eager to find ſome lonely re- 
treat, where ſhe could breathe out her ſoul in peace, 
and terrified at the frantic behaviour of Renaldo, 
communicated to Fathom her deſire of removing, and 
begged that he would take a ſmal] piQure of her fa- 
ther, decorated with diamonds, and convert them in- 
to money, for the expence of her ſubſiſtence, This 
was the laſt pledge of her family which ſhe had re- 
ceived from her mother, who had preſerved it in the 
midſt of numberleſs diſtreſſes; and no other ſpecies 
of miſery but that which ſhe groaned under, could 
have prevailed upon the daughter to- part with it : 
but, excluſive of other motives, the very image itſelf, 
by recalling to her mind the honours of her name, 
upbraided * with living in dependence upon a man, 
who had treated her with ſuch. indignity and ingrati- 
tude; beſides, ſhe flattered herſelf with the hope that 


ſhe ſhould not long ſurvive the loſs of this teſtimonial. 
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Our adventurer, with many profeſſions of ſorrow 
and mortification at his own want of capacity to pre- 
vent ſuch an alienation, undertook to diſpoſe of it to 
the beſt advantage, and to provide her with a cheap 
and retired apartment, to which he would conduct 
her in ſafety, though at the bazard of his life. In 
the mean time, however, he repaired to his friend 
Renaldo, and, after having admouiſhed him to arm 
his ſoul with patience and philoſophy, declared that 
Monimia's guilty paſſion for himielf could no longer 
be kept within bounds ; that ſhe bad conjured him, in 
the moſt preſſing manner, to aſſiſt her in eſcaping 
from an houſe which ſhe conſidered as the worſt of 
dungeons, becauſe ſhe was in it daily expoicd to the 
fight and company of a man whom-ſhe deteſted; and 
that ſhe had bribed him to compliance with her re- 
queſt, not only with repeated promiſes of eternal love 
and ſubmiſſion, but alſo with the picture of her father 


ſet with diamonds, which ſhe had hitherto reſerved a8 © 


the laſt and greateſt teſtimony ef her affection ang 
_ eſteem. 5 

With theſe words, he preſented the fatal pledge to 
the eyes of the aſtoniſhed youth, upon whom it ope- 
rated like the poiſonous fight of the bafiliſk ; for, in 
an inftant, the whole paſhons of his ſoul wers in the 
moſt violent agitation. © What! (cried he, in an 
ecſtaſy of Ras, is ſhe ſo abandoned to perfidy, fo 
loft to ſhame, ſo damned to conſtancy, to gratitude 
and virtuous love, as to meditate the means of leavin 
me without decency, without remorſe ! to forſake me 
in my adverſity, when my hapleſs fortune can no 
longer flatter the pride and vanity of her expeQation ! 
O woman! woman! woman! what ſimile ſhall 1 find 
to illuſtrate the character of the ſex? But 1 will not 
bave recourſe to vain complaints, and feeble exclam- 
ations. . By Heaven! ſhe ſhall not eſcape; ſhe ſhall 
not triumph in her levity ; ſhe ſhall not exult in my 


diſtreſs: No! 1 will rather ſacrifice her to my juſt 
| reſentment, 
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reſentment, to the injured powers of love and friend. 
ſhip. I will ad the avengirg miniſter of Heaven! 
I will mangle that fair boſom which contains ſo falſe 
an heart J. I will tear her to pieces, and ſcatter thoſe 


beauteous limbs, as a prey to the beaſts of the field, 


and the fowls of the air!“ 

_ Fathom, who expected this ſtorm, far from at- 
tempting to oppoſe its progreſs, waited. with patience 
until its firſt violence was overblown ; then, aſſumin 


an air of condolance, animated with: that reſolution 


which a friend ought to maintain on ſuch occaſions, 


% My dear Count, (faid he), I am not at al} ſurprized 


at your emotion, becauſe I know what an heart, ſuſ- 
ceptible as yours, muſt feel from the apoſtaſy of one 


who has reigned ſo long the object of your love, ad- 


miration, and eſteem. Your endeavours to drive her 


from your thoughts, muſt create an agony much more 
fevere than that which divorces the ſoul from the 
body; nevertheleſs, J am ſo confident of your virtve 
and your manhood, as to foreſee that you will allow 
the frail Monimia to execute that reſolution which ſhe 
hath ſo unwiſely taken, to withdraw herſelf from 
your love and protection. Believe me, my belt 
friend and benefactor, this is a ſtep, in conſequence 
of which you will infallibly retrieve your peace of 
mind. It may coſt you many bitter pangs; it may 
probe your wonnds to the quick; but thoſe pangs 
will be ſoothed by the gentle and ſalutary wing of 
time; and that probing will rouſe you to a due ſenſe 
of your own dignity and importance, which will en- 
able you to convert your attention to objects far 
more worthy of your contemplation. All the hopes 
of happine's you had cheriſhed in the poſſeſſion of 
Monimia, are now irrecoverably blaſted : her heart 
is now debaſed beneath your confideration : her love 


ts, without all doubt, extinguiſhed, and her honour 


irretrievably loſt ; inſomuch, that, were ſhe to pro- 


fels ſorrow for her indiſcretion, and implore your 


forgiveneſs, 
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forgiveneſs, with the moſt ſolemn promiſes of regard- 
ing you for the future with unalterable fidelity and 
affection, you ought not to reſtore her to that place 
in your heart which ſhe hath ſo meanly forfeited ; 
becauſe you could not, at the ſame time, reinſtate her 
in the poſſeſſion of that delicate eſteem, without 
which there is no harmony, no rapture, no true en- 
joyment in love. Ne, my dear Renaldo, expel the 
unworthy tenant from your boſom ; allow her to fill 

the meaſure of her ingratitude, by deſerting her 
lover, friend, and benefactor. Your glory demands. 
her diſmiflion ; the world will appland your genero- 
ſity, and your own heart approve of your conduct. 
So diſincumbered, let us exert ourſelves onee more in 
promoting your departure from this iſland, that you 
may reviſit your father's houſe, do juſtice to yourielf 
and amiable fiſter, and take vengeance on the author 
of your wrongs : then, dedicate yourſelf to glory, in 
imitation of your renowned anceſtors, and flouriſh in 
the favour of your Imperial patron.” 

Theſe remonſtrances had. ſuch effect upon the Hun- 
garian, that his face was lighted up with a tranſient 
gleam of ſatisfaction : he embraced Ferdinand with 
great ardour, calling him his pride, his Mentor, his 
good genius, and intreated him to gratify the incli- 
nation of that fickle creature, ſo far as to convey her 
to another lodging without lofs of time, while he 
would, by abſenting himſelf, favour their retreat. 

Our hero having obtained this permiſſion, went 
immediately to the ſkirts of the town, where he had 
Previouſly beſpoke a ſmall, though neat apartment, 
at the houſe of an old woman, widow of a French re- 
fogee : he had already reconnoitred the ground, by 
ſounding his landlady, from whoſe poverty and com- 
plaiſance he found reaſon to expect all forts of free- 
dom and opportunity, for the accompliſhment of his 
aim upon Monimia's perſon. The room being pre- 
 Pared for her reception, he returned to that _— 
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ſolate beauty, to whom he preſented ten guineas, 
which he pretended to have raiſed by pledging the 
picture, though he himſelf acted as the pawn-broker 
on this occaſion, for a very plain and obvious reaſon. 
The fair orphan was overjoyed to find her wiſh ſo 
ſpeedily accompliſhed : ſhe forthwith packed up her 
neceſſaries in a trunk; and an hackney-coach was 

called in the duſk of the evening, in which ſhe em- 


barked with her bapgage and conductor. 


: Yet ſhe did not leave the habitation of Renaldo 


without regret. In the infant of parting, the idea 


of that unfortunate youth was aſſociated with every 
well known object that preſented itſelf to her eyes, 
not as an inconſtant, ungenerous, and perjured ſwain, 
but as the accompliſhed, the virtuons, the melting 


lover, who had captivated her virgin heart. As Fa- 


thom led her to the door, ſhe was met by Renaldo's 
dog, which had Jong been her favourite; and the 
poor animal fawning upon her as ſhe paſſed, her heart 
was overwhelmed with ſuch a guſh of tenderneſs, that 
= flood of tears ſtreamed down her checks, and ſhe 
had well-nigh funk upon the floor, | 

Ferdinand, conlidering this emotion as the laſt tri. 
bute ſhe would pay to Renaldo, hurried her into the 
coach, where ſhe ſoon recovered her compoſure ; and 
in a little-time, he uſhered her into the houſe of Ma- 
dame Ja Mer, by whom ſhe was received with great 


cordiality, and conducted to her apartment, with 


which ſhe found no other fault, but that of its being 
too good for one in her forlorn ſituation, Here, while 


the tear of gratitude ſtarted in either eye, ſhe thanked 


our adventurer for his begevolence and kind concern, 
aſſuring bim that ſhe would not fail daily to beſcech 
the Moſt High to ſhower down bleſſhngs upon him, 
as the orphan's friend and protector. | 

Fathom was not deficient in thoſe expreſſions that 
were bet adapted to her preſent turn of mind: be 


obſerved, that what he had done was in obedience 4 
| the 
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the dictates of common humanity, whith would have 
rompted him to aſſiſt any fellow-creature in diſtreſs ; 
* that her peculiar virtue and qualitications were 
ſuch, as challenged the utmoſt exertion of his facul- 
ties in her ſervice. He ſaid, that ſurely Heaven had 
not created ſuch perfection in vain ; that ſhe was de- 
ftined to receive, as well as to communicate happi- 
neſs ; and that the Providence which ſhe ſo piouſly 
adored, would not fail, in due ſeaſon, to raiſe her 
from diſtreſs and affliction, to that honour and felicity 
for which ſhe was certainly ordained. In the mean 
time, he intreated her to depend upon his ſervice and 
fidelity; and the article of her board being ſettled, he 
left her to the company and conſolation of her diſcreet 
hoſteſs, who ſoon inſinuated herſelf into the good o- 

pinion of her beauteous lodger. 
While our hero was employed in this tranſaction, 
Renaldo ſallied forth in a ſort of intoxication, which 
Fathom's admonitions had inſpired; and repairing ts 
a certain noted coffee-houſe, engaged at cheſs with an 
old French refugee, that his attention, by being others 
wiſe employed, might not ftray towards that fatal 
object which he ardently wiſhed to forget. But, un- 
luckily for him, he had ſcarce performed three moves 
of the game, when his ears were expoſed to a dia- 
logue between two young gentleman, one of whom 
aſked the other, if he would go and ſee the orphan 
acted at one of the theatres, obſerving, as a farther 
inducement, that the part of Mommia would be per- 
formed by a young gentlewoman who had never ap- 
peared on the ſtage. At mention of that name, Re- 
naldo ſtarted ; for, though it did not properly belong 
to his orphan, it was the appellation by which ſhe 
had been diſtinguiſhed ever fince her ſeparation from 
her father's houſe, and therefore it recalled her to his 
imagination in the molt intereſting point of view. 
Though he endeavoured to expel the image, by a 
_ Cloſer application to his play, every now and then it in- 
| | truded 
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truded upon his fancy, and at each return made x 
ſtronger impreſſion ; ſo that he found himſelf in the 
ſituation of an unfortunate bark ſtrauded upon ſome 
hidden rock, which, when the wind begins to blow, 
feels every ſucceeding wave more boiſterous than the 
former, until, with irreſiftible fury, they ſurmount 
ber decks, ſweep every thing before them, and daſh 
her all to pieces. a 

The refugee had obſerved his firſt emotion, which 
he attributed to an unforeſeen advantage he himſeif 
had money over the Hungarian; but ſeeing him, in 
the 
his body, ejaculate incoherent curſes, and neglect his 
game, the Huguenot concluded that he was mad; 
and, being ſeized with terror and diſmay, got up and 


ſcampered off without ceremony or helitation. 


Melvil, thus left to the horrors of his own thoughts, 
which tortured him with the apprehenſion of loſin 
Monimia for ever, could no longer combat that fug- 
geſtion, but ran homewards with all the ſpeed he 
could exert, in order to prevent her retreat. When 
he croſſed the threſhold, he was {truck with ſuch a 
damp of preſaging fear, that he durit not, in perſon, 


approach her apartment, nor even, by quettioning 


the ſervant, inform himſelf of the particulars he 
wanted to know ; yet his ſuſpence becoming more in- 
ſupportable than his fear, he ruſhed from room to 
room in queſt of that which was not to be found; 
and, ſeeing Monimia's chamber-door open; entered 
the deſerted temple in a ſtate of diſtraction, calling 
aloud upon her name. All was filent, ſolitary, and 


woful. „ She is gone—(he cried, ſhedding a flood 


of tears) —ſhe is for ever loſt, and all my hopes of 


happineſs are fled.” | 
So ſaying, he ſunk upon that couch on which Mo- 


' nimia had oft repoſed, and abandoned himſelf to all 


the excels of grief and deſpondence. In this deplo- 


rable condition he was found by our adventurer, who 


gently 


equel, bite his lip, roll his eyes, groan, writhe 


r 
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gently chid him for his want of reſolution, and again 
repelled his ſorrow, by arouſing his reſentment a- 

ainſt the innocent cauſe of his diſquiet, having be- 
an. forged the particulars of provocation. « Is 
it poſlible,” ſaid he, ** that Renaldo can ſtill retain 
the leaſt ſentiment of regard for a fickle woman, by 
whom he has been ſo ungratefully forſaken, and ſo 
unjuſtly ſcorned ? ls it poſſible he can be fo diſturbed 
by the loſs of a creature, who is herſelf loft to all 
virtue and decorum ?— ! ime and reflection, my worthy 
friend, will cure you of that inglorious malady : and 
the future miſconduct of that imprudent damſel, will, 
doubtleſs, contribute to the recovery of your peace. 
Her behaviour at leaving the houſe, where ſhe had re- 
ceived ſo many marks of the molt delicate affection, 
was in all reſpects ſo oppoſite to honour and de- 
cency, that 1 could ſcarce refrain from telling her I 
was ſhocked at her deportment, even while ſhe loaded 
me with proteſtations of love. When a woman's heart 
is once depraved, ſhe bids adieu to all reſtraint ; ſhe 
preſerves no meaſures, It was not fimply contempt 
which he expreſſed for Renaldo; ſhe ſeems to reſent 
his being able to live. under her diſdain ; and that re- 


ſentment ſtoops to objects unworthy of indignation. 


Even your dog was not exempted from the effects of 
her diſpleaſure : for, in her paſſage to the door, ſhe 
kicked the poor anima] as one of your dependants; 
and in our way to the apartment I had provided for 
her, ſhe entertained me with a ludicrous comment 
upon the_ manner in which you firit made her ac- 


quainted with your paſhon. All that modeſty of car- 


riage, all that chaſtity of converſation, all that dig- 


nity of grief, which ſhe. knew ſo well how to affect, is 


now entirely laid aſide; and when J quitted her, ſhe 
ſeemed the moſt gay, giddy, and impertinent of her 


ſex.” | 
© Gracious powers! (exclaimed Renaldo, ftarting 
from the couch) am I under the deluſion of a dream, 
| : or 
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or are theſe things really ſo, as my friend has repres 
fented them? Such a total and ſudden degeneracy is 
amazing! is monſtrous and unnatural !Y——<« Such, 


my dear Count,” replied our hero, „is the caprice of 


a female heart, fickle as the wind, uncertain as a calm 
at ſea, fixed to no principle, but ſwayed by every 
fantaſtic guſt of paſſion, or of whim. Congratulate 
yourſelf, therefore, my friend, upon your happy de- 
liverance from ſuch a domeſtic plague—upon the vo- 
Juntary exile of a traitor from your boſom. RecolleR 
the dictates of your duty, your diſcretion, and your 
glory, and think upon the honours and elevated en- 
joyment for which you are certainly ordained. To— 
night, let us over a cheerful bottle anticipate your 
ſucceſs ; and to-morrow I will accompany you to the 
houſe of an uſurer, who 1 am informed fears no rill;, 
provided twenty per cent. be given, and the borrower's. 


life inſured.” 
CHAP. XLVII. 
The art of derrowing farther explained; and an account 
; of a firange phenomenon. 
I this er A4 the artful incendiary work upon 


the paſſions of the credulous unſuſpecting Hunge- 
Tian, who preſſed him to his breaſt with the moſt cor- 


dial expreſſions of friendſhip, calling him his guar- 


dian, his ſaviour, his ſecond father, and gave himſelf 
up wholly to his advice. 

Next morning, accordiug to the plan they had laid 
over-night, they repaired to a tavern in the neigh- 
bourhood of the perſon to whom our adventurer hail 
been directed, and were fortunate enough to find him 
in the houſe, tranſacting a money affair with a young 

entleman, who treated him with his morning's whet. 

That affair being negotiated, he adjourned into an- 


ether room with Renaldo and his companion, who 
were 
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were not a little ſurpriſed to ſee this miniſter of Plu. 
tus in the ſhape of a young ſprightly beau, trimmed 
up in all the foppery of the faſhion ; for they had hi- 
therto always aſſociated with the idea of an uſurer, 


ald age and ruſty apparel, After divers modiſh con- 


gees, he beg ed to know to what he ſhould attribute 
the honour of their meſſage ; when Ferdinand, who 
aged the orator, told him, that his friend Count Mel. 
vil, having occaſion for a ſum of money, had been di- 
reed to a gentleman of his name, „and I ſuppoſe,” 
added he, % you are the ſon of the perſon with whom 


' the affair is to be negotiated.“ 


« Sir,” ſaid this petit maitre, with 0 ſmile, «© 1 
receive you are ſurpriſed to ſee one of my profeſſion 
Cds appearance of a gentleman ; and, perhaps, your 


wonder will ceaſe, when I tell you, that my educas 


tion was liberal, and that I onee had the honour to 
bear a commiſſion in the Britiſh army. I was, indeed, 
a firſt lieutenaot of marines, and will venture to ſay, 
that no officer in the ſervice was more delicate than 
myſelf, in obſerving all the punctilios of honour, I 
entertained the utmoſt contempt for all. the trading 
part of the nation, and ſuffered myſelf to be run 
through the body in a duel, rather than roll with a 
brother-lieutenant who was a broker's ſon ; but, 
thank Heaven! I have long ago conquered all thoſe ri- 


 Giculous prejudices: I ſoon obſerved, that without mo- 


ney there was no reſpect, honour, or convenience to 
be acquired in life; that wealth amply ſupplied the 


want of wit, merit, and pedigree, having influence 


end pleaſure ever at command; and that the world 
never failed to worſhip the flood of afluence, without 


- exarnining the dirty channels through whieh it com- 
monly flowed, 5 


At the end of the war, finding my appointments 
reduced to two ſhillings and four-pence per day, and 
being addicted to pleaſures-which 1 could not poſſibly 

aſe from ſuch a fund, I fold my half-pay for 
| Vor. II. 5 8 d tuo 
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two hundred pounds, which 1 lent upon bond to 2 
young officer of the ſame regiment, on condition that 
he ſhould inſure his life, and reſtore one fourth part 
of the ſum by way of premium. I happened to be 
licky in this firſt eſſay : for the borrower, having in 
fix weeks expended the money, made an excurſion on 
the high-way, was apprehended, tried, convicted of 
felony, and cut his own throat, to prevent the ſhame 
of a public execution; ſo that his bond was * 
ed by the inſurers. a 
In ſhort, gentlemen, when 1 engaged i in this buſi- 

neſs, I determined to carry it on with ſuch ſpirit, as 
would either make my fortune, or entirely ruin me in 
a little time; and hitherto my endeavours have been 
tolerably ſucceſsful : nor do I think my proceedings 
a whit more criminal or unjuſt, than thoſe of other 
merchants, who ſtrive to turn their money to the beit 
account. The commodity I deal in is caſh, and it is 
my buſineſs to ſel] it to the beſt advantage. A Lon- 
don factor ſends a cargo of goods te market, aud if 
he gets two hundred per cent. upon the ſale, he is 
commended for his induſtry and addreſs. If 1 ſell 
money for one fourth part of that profit, certain per- 
{Lons will be ſo unjuſt, as to cry, ſhame upon me, for 
taking ſuch+advantage of my neighbour's diltreſs : 
not conſidering, that the trader took four times the 
fame advantage of thoſe people who bought his car- 

o, though' his-riſk was not half ſo great as mine; 
and although the money I fold, perhaps retrieved the 
Vorrower from the very jaws of deſtruction : for ex- 
ample, it was but yeſterday 1 faved a worthy man 
from being arreſted for a ſum of money, for which he 
had bailed a friend who treacherouſly. left him in the 
lurch: as he did not foreſee what would happen, he 
had made no proviſion for the demand, and his ſphere 
of life ſecluding him from all ſorts. of monied inter- 
courſe, he could not raiſe the caſh, by his credit, in 


the ufual way of * 0 that, wirbout my 


£43 aſſiſtance, 
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aſſiſtance, he muſt have gone to jail; a diſgrace 
which would have proved fatal to the peace of his 
family, and utterly ruined his reputation. —Nay, that 
very young gentleman from whom I juſt now parted, 


will, in all probability, be indebted to me for a very 


genteel livelihood, He had obtained the abſolute pro- 


miſe of being provided for, by a great man, who fits 
at the helm of affairs in a No Ay. kingdom ; but 
being deſtitute of all other reſources, he could not have 


equipped himſelf for the voyage, in order to profit by 


his lordſhip's intention, unlets I had enabled him to 


purſue his good fortune,” | | | 
Renaldo was not a little pleaſed to hear this ha- 
rangue, to which Fathom replied, with many florid 


encomiums upon the uſurer's good ſenſe and humane 


diſpoſition; then he explained the errand of his friend, 
which was to borrow three hundred pounds, in order 
to retrieve his inheritance, of which he had been de- 
frauded in his abſence. | 


Sir,“ ſaid the lender, addreſſing himſelf to Count 


Melvil, „I pretend to have acquired by experience 
ſome {kill in phyſiognomy; and though there are 
ſome faces ſo deeply diſguiſed as to baffle all the pe- 


netration of our art, there are others, in which the 


heart appears with ſuch nakedneſs of integrity, as at 


once to recommend it to our good - will. I own your 
countenance prepoſſeſſes me in your favour; and you 
ſaall be accommodated, upon thoſe terms from whick 


1 never deviate, provided you can find proper ſecurity 


that you ſhall not quit the Britiſh dominions; for 


that, with me, is a condition /ine gua non.” 


This was a very diſagreeable declaration to Re- 


naldo, who candidly owned, that as his concerns lay 


upon the Continent, his purpoſe was to leave Eng- 


land without delay. The uſurer profeſſed himſe}f © 
ſorry that it was not in his power to oblige him; 


and, in order to prevent any farther importunity, aſ- 


ſured them, he had laid it down as a maxim, from 
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| | prove of the ſcheme, and encouraged Renaldo with 
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which he would never fwerve, to avoid all dealings 
with people whom (if need ſhould be) he could not 


fue by the laws of this realm. | 


Thus the intervention of one unlucky and unfore- 
ſeen circumſtance blaſted, in an inſtant, the budding 
hopes of Melvil, who, while his viſage exhibited the 
moſt ſorrowful diſappointment, begged to know, if 
there was any perſon of his acquaintance, who might 
be leſs ſcrupulous in that particular. 

The young gentleman directed them to another 
member of his profeſſion, and wiſhing them ſucceſs, 
took his leave with great form and complaiſance. 
This inftance of politeneſs was, however, no more 
than a ſhift to diſengage himſelf the more eaſily from 


their intreaties: for, when the caſe was opened to the 
ſecond uſurer, he bleſſed himſelf from ſuch cuſtomers, 


and diſmiſſed them with the moſt mortifying and 


booriſni refuſal, Notwithſtanding theſe repulſes, Re- 


naldo reſolved to make one deſperate puſh ; and with- 
out allowing himſelf the leaſt reſpite, ſolicited, one 


by one, not fewer than fifteen perſons who dealt in 


this kind of traffic, and his propoſals were rejected 
by each. At laſt, fatigued by the toil, and exaſpe- 


rated at the ill ſucceſs of his expedition; and half 
mad mith the recollection of his finances, which were 
now drained to half a crown, „Since we have 


nothing to expect, cried he, from the favour of 
Chriſtians, let us have recourſe to the deſcendants of 
Judah. Though they ly under the general reproach 
of nations, as a people dead to virtue and benevo- 
lence, and wholly devoted to avarice, fraud, and ex- 


tortion, the moſt ſavage of their tribe cannot treat me 


with more barbarity of indifference than I have ex- 


perienced among thoſe who are the authors of their 


h.“ 5 | 
Although Fathom looked upon this propoſal as an 
extravagant ſymptom of deſpair, he affected to ap- 


the 
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the hope of ſucceeding ia another quarter, even if this 
edition ſhould fail: for, by this time, our adventur- 
er was half reſolved to export him at his own charge, 
rather than he ſhould be much longer reſtricted in 
his defigns upon Monimia. | G7 
Meanwhile, being reſolved to try the experiment 
upon the children of Iſrael, they betook themſelves 
to the houſe of a rich Jew, whoſe wealth they con- 
ſidered as a proof of his rapaciouſneſs ; and, being 
admitted into his compting-houſe, they found him 
in the midſt of half a dozen clerks, when Renaldo, 
in his imagination, likened him unto a minifter of 
darkneſs ſurrounded by his familiars, and plannin 
_ ſchemes of miſery to be executed upon the baplels 
ſons of men, In ſpite of theſe ſuggeſtions, which 
were not at all mitigated by the forbidding aſpect of 
the Hebrew, he demanded a private audience; and, 
being uſhered into another apartment, he explained 
his bufineſs with manifeft marks of diforder and af- 
fliction. Indeed, his confuſion was in ſome meaſure 
owing to the looks of the Jew, who, in the midſt of 
his exordium, pulled down his eye-brows, which were 
ſurpriſingly black and buſhy, ſo as, in appearance, 
totally to extinguiſh his viſion, though he was all the 
time obſerving our youth from behind thoſe almoſt 
1mpenetrable thickets, | | 18 
Melvil having ſignified his requeſt, * Young gen- 
tleman,” ſaid the Iſraelite, with a moſt diſcordant 
voice, © what, in the name of goodneſs, could induce 
you to come to me upon ſuch an errand ? Did you 
ever hear that I lent money to ſtrangers, without ſe- 
curity !?“ «© No,“ replied Renaldo; “ nor did I believe 
I ſhould profit by my application: but my affairs are 


deſperate, and my propotals having been rejected by 


every Chriſtian to whom they were offered, I was re- 


folved to try my fate among the Jews, who are rec 
koned another ſpecies of men.“ 


C 3 5 Fathams 


rival in England. 8 _ 
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Fathom, alarmed at this abrupt reply, which he 
fuppoſed could not fail to diſguſt the merchant, in- 
terpoſed in the converſation, by making an apology 
For the plain-dealing'of his friend, who, he ſaid, was 
ſoured and ruffled by his misfortunes : then exerting 
that power of eloquence which he had at command, 
he expoſtulated upon Renaldo's claim and expecta- 
tions, deſcribed the wrongs he had ſuffered, extolled 
his virtue, and drew a moſt pathetic picture of his 
diſtreſs. = | ; | 

The Jew liſtened attentively for ſome time; then 
his eye-brows began to riſe and fall alternately; he 
*cough'd, ſneez'd, and winking hard, I am plagued,” 
ſaid he, „ with a ſalt rheum that trickles from my 
eyes without intermiſſion.” So ſaying, he wiped the 


moiſture from his face, and proceeded in theſe words: 


Sir, your ſtory is plauſible, and your friend is a 
rows advocate; but, before I give an anſwer to your 
demand, I muſt beg leave to aſk if you can produce 
undeniable evidence of your being the identical per- 
Jon you really aſſume. If you are really the Count 
-de Melvil, you will excuſe my caution: we cannot be 
too much on aur guard againſt fraud; though I mult 
'own you have not the air of an- impoſtor.““ 
EKenaldo's eyes began to ſparkle at this preliminary 


queſtion; to which he replied, that he could procure 


the teſtimony of the Emperor's miniſter, to whom he 
bad occaſionally paid his reſpects ſince his firſt ar- 


O 


« If that be the caſe,” ſaid the Jew, O take the 


trouble to call here to-morrow morning at eight 


o' clock, and I will carry you in my own coach to 
the houſe of his excellency, with whom I have the 
honour: to be acquainted; and, if he has nothing to 


object againſt your character, or pretenſions, I Wil! 


contribute my aſſiſtance towards your obtaining juſtice 
at the Imperial court. n 
7 7 'The 
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The Hungarian was ſo much 'confounded at this 
unexpeRed reception, that he had not power to thank 
the merchant for his promiſed favour, but ſtood mo- 
tionleſs and ſilent, while the ſtreams of gratitude rag 
down his cheeks. This genuine emotion of the heart. 
was of more weight with the Jew, than the eloquent 
acknowledgment which Ferdinand took the opportu- 
nity of making for his friend; and he was fain to diſ- 
miſs them a little abruptly, in order to prevent a. fe- 
cond diſcharge of that ſame rheum ef which he had: 
already complained. | „ 
Mleleil recollected all that had happened as a dream, 
which had no foundation in truth, and was all day 
long in a ſort of delirium, produced by the alternate 
oults of hope and fear that ſlill agitated. his boſom ; 
for he was not yet without apprehenſion of being 
again diſappointed by ſome unlucky occurrence. 

= Te did not, however, fail to be punctual to the 
3 hour of his appointment, when the Jew told him, 

there would be no occaſion for viſiting the ambeſſador,, 

becauſe Renaldo had been, the preceding day, recog- 
niſed by one of the clerks who had been employed as 

a purveyor 1n the Imperial army, and who, knowing 

f his family, confirmed every thing he had alleged. 

F „% After breakfaſt,” continued this benevolent. Ifrael- _ 

4 ite, « I will give you an order upon my banker for 
five hundred- pounds,. that you may be enabled to 
appear at Vienna as the ſon and repreſentative of. 
Count Melvil.z and you ſhall alſo be furniſhed with a. 
letter cf recommendation to a perſon of ſome influ- 
ence at that court, whoſe friendſhip and countenance: 
may be of ſome ſervice t6 your ſuit ; for I am now 
heartily engaged in your intereſt, in conſequence of 
the fair and unblemiſhed character which I find you 
have hitherto maintained.” - 3 05 

The reader muſt appeal to his own heart, to ac- 
quire a juſt idea of Renaldo's feelings, when every 
ditle of theſe promiſes. were fulfilled ; and the mer-- 
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chant refuſed to take one farthing by way of premi- 
um, contenting himfelf with the fender fecurity of a 
perfonal bond. He was, in truth, overwhelmed with 
the obligation, and certainly difpoſed to believe that 
Ris benefactor was ſomething more than human. As 
for Fathom, his ſentiments took a different turn; 


and he ſcrupled not to impute all this kindneſs to 


fome deep - laid intereſted ſcheme, the ſcope of which 
he could not at preſent comprehend, 

After the tumults of the young gentleman's joy 
bad ſubſided, and he found himſelf eaſed of that bur- 
denfome poverty under which he had groaned ſo long, 
his thoughts, which before were diffipated upon the 
various circumſtances of diſtreſs, began to colleQ 
themſelves in a body, and to refume their delibera- 
Lions upon a ſubje& which they had been long ac- 
cuſtomed to confider. This was no other than the 
forJorn Monimia, whoſe idea now emerged in his bo- 
Jom, being diſincumbered of one part of the load by 


Which it had been depreſfed. e mentioned her 


name to Fathom with marks of the moſt meltin 
compaſſion ; deplored her apoſtaſy; and, while he pro- 


tefted that he had divorced her for ever from his heart, 


exprefſed an inclination to ſee her once more before 
his departure, that he might, in perſon, exhort her 
to penitence and reformation. 

Our adventurer, who dreaded ſuch an interview as 
the infallible means of his own ruin, reſiſted the pro- 


8 with the whole power of his elocution. He af- 


rmed, that Renaldo's defire was a manifeſt proof 


that he ftill "retained part of the fatal poiſon which 


that enchantreſs had ſpread within his veins, and that 
the fight of her, ſoftened by his reproaches into tears 
and affected contrition, would diſpel his reſentment, 
diſable his manhood, and blow the embers of his 
former paſſion to ſuch a rage, as would hurry him 
on to a reconciliation, which would debaſe his ho- 


| Jour, and ruin his future peace, In a word, Fer- 


dinand 
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dinand deſcribed the danger that would attend the 
meeting in ſuch emphatic terms, that the Hungarian 
flarted with horror at the picture which he drew, and 
in this particular conformed with the admonition of 
his friend. 7% ART SI 
One hundred pounds of the Jew's money was im- 
mediately appropriated for the payment of his moſt 
urgent debts ; the like ſum he preſented to his friend: 
Fathom, with a ſolemn promiſe of ſharing with him. 
whatever good fortune might await him in Germany: 
and thoug Monimia had forfeited all title to his re- 
ard, ſo ill could he bear ue proſpect of her diſtreſs, 
that he entruſted his dear companion with the half of 
what remained, to be expended for her uſe, fully re- 
folving to ſcreen her from the ſhocks and temptations 
of want, as the circumftances of his future fate would 
allow. „ NS” 5 
Fathom, far from oppofing, applauded his gene- 
roſity with marks of extreme wonder and admiration, 
aſſuring him, that ſhe ſhould be put in poſſeſſion of 
his bounty immediately after his departure, he being 
unwilling to make her acquainted. with her good for- 
tune before that period, left, finding his af 


irs in a 
fair way of being retrieved, ſhe ſhould be baſe enough 
to worſhip his returning proſperity, and, by falſe 

rofeſſions and artful blandiſhments, ſeek to enſnare 
bis heurt anew. | 
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CHAP, XLVIn. 


Count Fathom unmaſks hir battery; is repulſer; and 
E | | varies. bis. operations without effect. 

I AVERT neceffary preparation being made, Re- 
4 | | naldo, accompanied by our adventurer, took 


we road to Dover, where he embarked in a packet- 
beat for Calais, after having ſettled a correſpondence 
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with his dear Ferdinand, from whom he did not part 
without tears. He had before ſolicited him to be his 
fellow-traveller, that he might perſonally enjoy the 
benefit of his converſation, and ſuperior ſagacity ; 
but theſe intreaties he ftrenuouſly oppoſed, on pre- 
tence of his being determined to puſh his fortune in 


England, which he conſidered as his native country, 


and as the land in which (of all others) a man of 
merit has the beſt encouragement. Such were the 
reaſons he alleged for refuſing to attend his benefac- 
tor, who was himſelf eagerly deſirous of attaining a 
{ſettlement in the iſland of Great Britain: but our 
Hero's. real motives for ſtaying were of a very differ- 
ent complexion. The reader is already informed of 
his aim upon the fair orphan, which at preſent was 
the chief ſpring of his conduct: he may alſo recollect 
ſuch paſſages of his life as were ſufficient to deter him 


from. re-appearing at Preſburg or Vienna. But, be- 
ſides theſe reflections, he was detained by a full per- 


ſuaſion that Renaldo would fink under. the power and 
influence of his 415 conſequently be rendered 
Ihcapable to provide for his friends, and that he him- 


ſelf, fraught, with wiles and experience as he was, 


could. not fail to make himſelf amends for what he 
had ſuffered among à people equally rich and un: 
thinking.,. Fo Wb 

Melvil having embraced our adventurer, and, with 
a. deep . figh, bid him take care of the unfortunate 


Monimia, committed himſelf to the fea, and, by.the 
aſſiſtance of a favourzble gale, was in- four hours ſafe- 


ly. landed on- the French ſhore ; while Fathom took 
poſt-iovſes for London, where. he arrived that ſame 


night ; and next day, in the forenoon, went to viſit. 
the beauteous mourner, who had as yet received no 


jottmation. of Renaldo's departure or deſign. He 
_ found her in the attitude of writing a letter to her in- 
canſtant.lover,. the contents of which the reader will 

E acquainted. with in due time. Her countenance, 
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notwithſtanding, 
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notwithſtanding the veil of melancholy by which it: 
was overcaſt, ſeemed altogether ſerene and compoſed : 
ſhe was the picture of pious reſignation, ard ſat {iR- 
PATIENCE on a monument, ſmiling at grief. After 
having paid the compliment of the morning, Fathom. 
begged pardon for having omitted to viſit her during 
three days, in which, he faid, bis time had been 
wholly engroſſed in procuring a proper equipage for 
Count NMefeil, who had at laſt bid an eternal adieu to 
the iſland of Great Britain. W 
At this information the hapleſs Monimia fell back 
in her chair, and continued ſome minutes in a ſwoon 3 
from which being recovered, « Excuſe me, Mr Fa- 
thom, (cried ſhe, with a deep ſigh); this, I hope, 
is the laſt agony I ſhall feel from my unhappy. paſ- 
fon.” Then wiping the tears from her lovely eyes, 
| ſhe retrieved her tranquillity, and deſired to know by 
what means Renaldo had been enabled to undertake: 
his journey into the empire. Our hero, upon this“ 
occaſion, aſſumed the whole merit of. having promot- 
ed the intereſt of his friend, by giving her to under- - 
ſtand, that he, in conſequence of an unforeſeen wind- 
fal, had defrayed the expence of the Count's equip- 
ment; though, he obſerved, that it was not without 
reluctance he ſaw Renaldo make a wrong uſe of. his; 
friendſhip. Sp 25 RL on 
Although I was Wii artful * 
traitor) in being able to diſcharge my obligations to» 
the houſe of 'Melvit, I could not help feeling the moſt. 
ſenſible chagrin, when I ſaw my affiſlance rendered"! 
ſubſervient to the triumphs of the youtli's baſeneſs ; 
and ihfidelity ; for he choſe, as the companiou of his > 
travels, the abandoned woman, for whom he had for- 
faken the all-perfe&t Monimia, Whoſe virtue and; ace. 
compliſnments did not preſerve her ſacred from his 
üngrateful ſarcaſms, and unmanly ridicule. Be-, 
Here me, Madam, 1 was ſo ſhocked at his. converſa-- 
tion on that ſubjeR and ſo much incenſed at his 12 
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of delicacy, that my temper was ſcarce ſufficient for 


the ceremony of parting ; and now that my debt to 
his family is overpaid, I have ſolemnly renounced his 


correſpondenee.“ | 


When ſhe heard, that, inſtead of betraying the leaſt 
ſymptom of regret or compaſſion for her unhappy 
fate, the perfidious youth had exulted over her tall, 
and even made her a ſubject for his mirth, the blood 
reviſited her faded cheeks, and reſentment reſtored 
to her eyes that ee which ſorrow had before 
overcome. Yet ſhe ſcorned to give ſpeech to her in- 


dignation; but, fbrcing a ſmile, + Why ſhould I re- 


* (ſaid ſhe), at the mortifications of a life which 
deſpiſe, and from which, I hope, Heaven will 
ſpeedily ſet me free“ | | 


Fathom, fired by her emotion, which had recalled 


all the graces of her beauty, exclaimed in a rapture, 


«& Talk not ſo contemptuouſſy of this life, which 


- Hath ſtill. a fund of happineſs in ſtore for the amiable, 


— 


the divine Monimia. Though one admirer hath 


oved an apoſtate to his vows, your candour will not 
Loffer you to condemn the whole ſex. Some there are, 


-whoſe boſoms glow with paſſion equally pure, unal- 


terable, and intenſe. For my own part, I have ſa- 
erificed to a rigid punctilio of honour the deareſt ideas 
of my heart, I beheld your unrivalled charms, and. 
deeply felt their power; yet, while a poſſibility of 
Melvil's reformation remained, and, while I was re- 
rained, by my niggard fortune, from making a 
tender worthy of your acceptance, I combated with. 
my inclinations, and bore, without repining, the 
pangs of hopeleſs love. But, now that my honour is 
diſengaged, and my fortune rendered independent, 
by the falt will of a worthy nobleman, whoſe fricnd- 
ſhip I was favoured with in France, I preſume to lay 


my ſelf at the fret of the adorable Monimia, as. the 


molt faithful of admirers, whoſe happineſs or miſery 


wholly depends npon her nod. Belicve me, _—_ 
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theſe are not the profeſſions of idle gallantry ; I ſpeak 
the genuine, though imperfect language of my heart, 4 
Words even the moſt pathetic cannot do juſtice to my q {7 
love. I gaze upon your beauty with raviſhment "i 
bdut I contemplate the graces of your ſoul with ſuch if 
4 awful veneration, that I tremble, while I approach "if 
== pou as if my vows were addreſſed to ſome ſuperior 67 
ing.” | | : 


During this declaration, which was pronounced in 
the moſt emphatic manner, Monimia was ſueceſſively 
agitated with ſhame, anger, and grief: nevertheleſs, 
ſhe ſummoned her whole philoſophy to her aid, and 
with a tranquil, though determined air, begged he 
would not diminiſh the obligations he had already con- 
ferred, by diſturbing, with ſuch unſeaſonable addreſſes, 
2 poor unhappy maid, who had detached all her 
thoughts from earthly objects, and waited impatient» 
ly for that diſſolution which alone could put a period 
to her misfortunes. 2 
Fathom, imagining that theſe were no other than 
the ſuggeſtions of a temporary diſappointment and 
ror bet. tt which it was his buſineſs to oppoſe with 
all his eloquence and art, renewed his theme with re- 
doubled ardour, and at laſt became fo importunate 
in his deſires, that Monimia, provoked beyond the 
power of concealing her reſentment, ſaid, ſhe was 
Lat ſorry to find herſelf under the neceſſity of 
telling him, that, in the midi of her misfortunes, ſhe 
could not help remembering what ſhe had been. 
Then, riſing from her feat with all the dignity of 
diſpleaſure, 4+ Perhaps, (added ſhe), „ you have for 
got who was the father of the once happy Monimia,” 
With theſe words ſhe retired into another chamber,, 
leaving our adventurer confounded by the repulſe he 
had ſuſtained. Not that he was diſcouraged from 
ee his aim; on the contrary, this rebuff 
eemed to add freſh vigour to his operations. He 
now thought it high tune to bring over — la 
/ (uy of 
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Mer to his intereſt ; and, to facilitate her converſion, 
took an opportunity of bribing her with ſome incon- 
 fiderable preſents, after having amuſed her with a 

lauſible tale of his paſſion for Monimia, with whom 
ſhe undertook the office of his mediatrix, on the ſup- 
polition that his intentions were honourable, and 
| highly advantageous to her lodger. 3 

She was, rl of all, inveſted with the oſſice of ob. 
taining pardon for the offence he had given; and in 
this - negotiation ſhe ſucceeded ſo well, as to become 
an advocate for his ſuit: accordingly, ſhe took all 
occaſions of magnifying his praiſe. His agrecable 
n. was often the fabjed of her diſcourſe to the 
fair mourner : her admiration dwelt upon his polite- 
neſs, good. ſenſe, and winning deportment : and ſhe 
every day retailed little ſtories of his benevolence and 

rreatneſs of ſoul. The defect in his birth, ſhe repre- 
ſented as a Circumſtance altogether foreign from the 
conſideration of his merit, eſpecially in a nation 
-where ſuch diſtinctions are as. little reſpected as they 
will be in a future ſtate. She mentioned ſeveral per- 
ſons of note who baſked in the ſun-ſhine of power and 
- fortune, without having enjoyed the leaſt hereditary 
aſſiſtance from their forefathers: One, ſhe ſaid, ſprung 
from the loins of an obſcure attorney, another was 
the grandſon of a valet de chambre, a third was the 
iſſue of an accomptant, and a fourth the offspring of 
an woollen-draper.. All theſe were the children of 
their own good works, and had raiſed themſelves up- 
on their perſonal virtues and addreſs : a foundation 
certainly more ſolid and honourable than a vague in- 
heritance derived from anceſtors, in whoſe deſerts 
they could not be ſuppoſed to have bore the Ilcaſt 
ſhare. 5 5 | 

Monimia liſtened to all theſe arguments with great 
patience and affability, though ſhe at once dived into 
the ſource from which all ſuch inſinuations flowed :. 
ſhe joined in the cammendatians , of Fathom, and 
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owned herſelf a particular inſtance of that benevolence 
which the old lady had ſo juſtly extolled ; but, once 
for all to prevent the ſupplication which Madame Ia 
Mer was about to make, the ſolemnly proteſted, that 

her heart was altogetber ſhut againſt any other earth- 
ly engagement, and that her The 


oughts were entirely 
employed upon her eternal ſalyation,, . +.  «» 
Ihe affiduous landlady perceiving. the ſteadineſs of 
her diſpoſition, thought proper to alter her method 
of, proceeding, and, for the preſent, ſuſpended that 
theme by which ſhe found her fair lodger diſobliged. 
Reſolved to reconcile Monimia .to life, before ſhe 
would again recommend Ferdinand to her love, ſhe 
endeavoured to amuſe her imagination, by recounting 
the occaſional incidents of the day, hoping gradually 
to decoy her attention to thoſe ſublunary objects from 
which it had been induſtriouſly weaned, She ſeaſon» _ 
ed her converſation with agreeable ſallies; enlarged 
upon the different ſcenes of pleaſure and diverſion ap- 
pertaining to this great metropolis ; practiſed upon 
her palate with the delicacies of eating ; 5 ; 
to ſhake, her temperance, with repeated proffers an 
recommendations of certain cordials and reſtoratives, 
which, ſhe alleged, were neceſſary for the recovery of 
her health; 7 preſſed her to make little excurſions 
into the fields. that ſkirt the town, for the benefit of 
air and exerciſe. 3 . | 
While this auxiliary plied the diſconſolate Moni- 
mia on one hand, Fathom was not remiſs on the o- 
ther. He now ſeemed to have ſacrificed his paſſion 
to her quiet; his diſcourſe turned upon more indif- . 
ferent ſobjects; he endeavoured to diſpel her melan- 
choly with arguments drawn from philoſophy and re- 
ligion: on ſome occaſions, he diſplayed all his fund 
of good humour, with a view to beguile her ſorrow ; 
he importuned her to give him the pleaſure of 'ſquir- 
ing her to ſome place of innocent entertainment; and 
finally, inſiſted upon her accepting a pecuniary rein 
4 <> ET" MN wee 
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forcement to her finances, which he knew to be in a 
moſt conſumptive condition. | 


\ 


| CHAP. XLIX. 
Meoninia's honour is protefted by the interpoſition of 
6 | Heaven. 


ITH that complacency and fortitude which 
| were peculiar to herſelf, this hapleſs ſtranger 
reſiſted all thoſe artful temptations. Her ſuſtenance 
was barely ſuch as exempted her from the guilt of 
deing acceſſory to her own death; her drink was the 
Smpfe element: ſhe encouraged no difcourſe but that 
which turned upon the concerns of her immortal part; 
ſhe never went abroad, except in viſits to a French 
chapel in the neighbourhood ; fhe refuſed the proffer- 
ed aſſiſtance of our adventurer with equa] obſtinacy 
and politeneſs, and with pleaſure ſaw herſelf waſting 
towards that period of mortality which was the con- 
ſummation of her wiſh. Vet her charms, far from 
melting away with her conſtitution, ſeemed to triumph 
over the decays of nature: ber ſhape and features 
Kill retained that harmony for which they had always 
been diſtinguiſhed ; .a mixture of majeſty and ſweet- 
neſs diffuſed itſelf in her looks, and her feebleneſs 
added to that ſoft and feminine grace which attracts 
the ſympathy, and engages the protection of every 
humane beholder, The dates, thus baffled in their 
attempts to excite in her ideas of pleaſure, again ſhifted 
their plan, and reſolved to attack this forlorn beauty, 
on the fide of fear and mortification. 

Our adventurer became leſs frequent in his viſits, 
and more indifferent in his language and deportment ; 
while Madame la Mer gradually relaxed in that com- 
2 and reſpect with which ſhe had hitherto be- 
baved towards her fair lodger. She even began to 


| drop : 
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drop hints of difapprobation and reproach againk 
this pattern of innocence and beauty, and at length 
w bold enough to tell her, that her msfortunes 
could be attributed to nothing but her own obftinacy 
and pride; that ſhe had been at great pains to dife 
oblige the only perſon who was able and willing to 
raiſe her above dependence; and that, if his protece 
tion ſhould be withdrawn, ſhe muſt be expoſed to the 
utmoſt extremity of diſtreſs. $a 
Theſe inſinuations, inſtead of producing the deſired 
effect, inflamed the indignation of Monimia, who, in 
a moſt dignified ſtyle of rebuke, chid her for her in- 
delicacy and preſumption, obſerving, that ſhe could 
have no title to take ſuch freedoms with lodgers, whoſe 
punctuality and regular deportment left her no room 
to complain. Notwithſtanding this animated reply, 
ſhe underwent the moſt deplorable anguiſh, when ſne 
reflected upon the inſolence of this woman, from whoſe 
barbarity ſhe had ne reſource ; and ſeeing no other 
poſſibility of redreſs, than that of — to the 
good offices of Fathom, ſhe conquered her reluctance 
far, as to complain to him of Madame la Mer's in- 
civility. N | : 

Pleaſed with this application, he gave her to un- 
derftand, with very little ceremony or preamble, that 
it wholly depended upon herſelf, whether ſhe ſhould 
continue to be wretched, or be delivered at once from 
all her cares and perplexity ; that, notwithſtanding 
the diſdain with which ſhe had treated his addreſſes, 
he was ftill ready to lay himſelf and his fortune at 
her feet, and that if ſhe ſhould again reject the diſin- 
tereſted propoſal, the whole world, and her own con» 
ſcience, would charge upon herſelf whatever calami- 
ties ſhe might be ſubjected to in the ſequel. Inter- 
Þreting into a favourable hefitation her ſilence, which 
was the reſult of wrath and amazement, he proceed 
ed to throw himſelf at her feet, and utter a romantic 
_Thapſody, in the courſe of which, laying afide _ 
9 | that 
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that reſtraint which he had hitherto preſerved, he 
ſeized her delicate hand, and preſſed it to his lips; 
nay, ſo far did he forget himſelf on this occaſion, that 
he caught the fair creature in his arms, and rudely 


raviſhed a kiſs from thoſe lips which he had before 


contemplated with the moſt diſtant reverence of de- 
fire. £ | 

Having thus broken. down the fences of decorum, 
and being heated with tranſport, he, in all probabili— 
ty, would have acted the part of young Tarquin, and 


violated, by force, that ſacred ſhrine of honour, beau- 


ty, and unblemiſhed truth, had not the wrath kindled 


by ſuch an unexpected outrage, inſpired her with 


ſtrength and ſpirits ſufficient to protect her virtue, 
and intimidate the ruffian who could offer violence to 


ſuch perfection. She broke from his deteſted em- 


brace with ſurprizing agility, and called aloud to her 
landlady for aſſiſtance. But that diſcreet matron was 
reſolved to hear nothing; and Fathom's appetite be- 
ing whetted to a ol brutal degree of eagerneſs, 
% Madam, (faid he), all oppoſition is vain ; what 


you have refuſed to my.entreaties, you ſhall yield to 
my power; and I am determined to force you to your 
own advantage.” | 


So ſaying, he ſprung towards her, with the moſt 
ſavage and impious intent, when this amiable heroine 
ſnatched up his ſword, which lay upon a by-table, 
and, unſheathing it inſtantaneouſly, preſented the point 
to his breaſt ; and, while_her eyes glanced with into- 
lerable keenneſs, „ Villain! (cried ſhe) the ſpirit of 


my father animates my boſom, and the vengeance of 
Heaven ſhall not be fruſtrated.“ He was not fo much 


affected by his bodily danger, as awe-ftruck at the 
manner of her addreſs, and the appearance of her 
aſpect, which ſeemed to ſhine with ſomething ſuper- 


natural, and actually difordered his whole faculties ; 
inſomuch that he retreated without attempting to 
make the leaſt reply; and ſhe having ſecured the door 
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after his departure, ſat down to ponder upon this 
JHocking event. 
| "Words are wanting to deſcribe the 3 
Herrarn that took poſſeſſion of her mind, when ſhe 
thus beheld all her preſaging fears: realized; and found 
herſelf at the mercy of two wretches, who had now 
pulled off the maſk, after having loſt all ſentiments 
of humanity. on affliction was an agreeable 
reverie to what ſhe ſaifered. Deprived of her parents, 
exiled from her friends and country, reduced to the 
brink of wanting the moſt indiſpenſible neceſſaries of 
life, in a foreign land, where ſhe knew not ane perſon 
to whoſe protection he could have recourſe, from the 
inexpreſſible woes that invironed her, ſhe complained 
to Heaven, that her life was protracted for the aug- 
mentation of that miſery which was already too ſe- 
vere to be endured ; for ſhe ſhuddered at the proſpect 
of being utterly abandoned in the laſt ſtage of mor- 
tality, without one friend to cloſe her eyes, or do the 
Jaſt offices of humanity to her breathleſs corſe. Theſe 
were dreadful] reflections to a young lady who had 
been born to affluence and ſplendor, trained up in all 
the elegance of education, by nature fraught with 
that ſenſibility which refines the ſentiment and taſte, 
and ſo tenderly cheriſhed by her indulgent parents, 
that Hey ſuffered not the winds of heaven to viſit her face 
.tog roughly. 
| Hayin paſſed the night Ne ſuch agony, ſhe roſe at 
457 break, and hearing the chapel- bell toll for moru- 
ing prayers, refolved to go to this place of wor ſhip, 
in order to implore the alliſtance of Heaven. She no 
ſooner opened her chamber-door with this intent, 
than ſhe was met by Madame la Mer, who, after hav- 
ing profeſſed her concern for what had happened over- 
night, and imputed Mr, Fathom's rudeneſs to the ſpi- 
rit of intoxication, by which ſhe had never before ſeen 
him” poſſeſſed, ſhe endeavoured to diſſuade Monimia 
uy — Purpoſe, by oblerving, that ber health * 
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de prejudiced by the cold morning air; but finding 


her determined, ſhe inſiſted upon accompanying her 
to chapel, on pretence of reſpect, though, in reality, 


with a view to prevent the eſcape of her beauteous 


todger. Thus attended, the hapleſs mourner entered 
the place, and, according to the laudable hoſpitality 
of England, which is the only country in Chriſten. 
dom where a ſtranger is not made welcome to the 
houſe of God, this amiable creature, emaciated and 
enfeebled as ſhe was, muſt have ſtood in a common 
paſſage during the whole ſervice, had not ſhe been 
perceived by a humane gentlewomab, who, ſtruck 
with her beanty and dignified air, and melted with 
fy mpatby at the ineffable forrow which was viſible in 
her conntenance, opened the pew in which ſhe ſat, and 
accommodated Monimia and her attendant. If ſhe 
was captivated by her firſt appearance, ſhe was not lefs 
afſeted by the deportment of her fair gueſt, which 
was the pattern of genuine devotion. . 

In a word, this good lady, who was a merchant's 
widow in opulent circumſtances, was inflamed with z 
longing defire to know and befriend the amiable ftran- 

er, who, after fervice, turning about to thank her 


"for her civility, Madam Clement, with that frankneſs 


-which is the reſult of true benevolence, told her, ſhe 
was too much prepoſſeſſed in her favour, to let ſlip 
this opportunity of craving her acquaintance, and of 
expreſſing her inclination to alleviate (if poſſible) that 
alfliction which was manifeſt in her looks. 

Monimia, overwhelmed with gratitude and ſurprize 


at this unexpected addreſs, gazed upon the lady in ſi - 


lence, and, when ſhe repeated her tenders of ſervice, 
could make no other reply to her goodneſs, than by 
burſting into a flood of tears. This was a ſpecies of 
eloquence which did not paſs unregarded by Madam 
Clement, who, while her own eyes were bedewed with 
the drops of ſympathy and compaſſion, took the love- 
ly orphan by the hand, and led her, without farther 

| | 1 ceremony, 
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ceremony, to her own coach, that ſtood waiting at 
the door, whither they were followed by Mrs La 
Mer, who was ſo much confounded at the adventure, 
that ſhe made no objections to the propoſal of the 
lady, who handed her | er in to the carria e, but 
retired, with all poſſible diſpatch, to make Fathom 
acquainted with this unforeſeen event, 


Meanwhile, the agitation of Monimia, at this pro- 


vidential deliverance, was ſuch as had well-nigh de- 


EK ſtroy ed her tender frame: the blood fluſhed and for- 


ſook her checks by turns; ſhe trembled from head to 
foot, notwithitanding the conſolatory aſſurances of 
Madam Clement, and, without being able to utter one 
word, was conducted to the houſe of that kind bene- 
fagreſs, where the violence of her tranſports over- 
powered her conſtitution, and ſhe ſunk down upon a 
couch in a ſwoon, from which ſhe was not eafily re- 
covered. This affecting circumſtance augmented the 
pity, and intereſted the curiofity of Madam Clement, 
who concluded there was ſomething very extraordi- 
nary in the caſe of the ſtraager, to produce theſe a- 
ies, and grew impatieat to hear the particulars of 
ory... | | 
Monimia no ſooner retrieved the uſe of her facul- 
ties, than looking around, and obſerving with what 
humane es hw new hoſteſs was employed in ef» 
kecting her recovery, © ls this (faid ſhe) a flattering 
 Mufion of the brain? or am I really under the pro- 
tection of ſome beneficent being, whom Heaven hath 
inſpired with generoſity to reſcue an hapleſs ſtranger 
from the moſt forlorn ſtate of miſery and wo ” H 
voice was at all times raviſhingly ſweet ; and this ex- 
clamation was pronounced with ſuch pathetic fervour, 


that Madam Clement claſped her in her arms, and, 


kiffing her with all the cagerneſs of maternal] affec- 
tion, „Ves, (cried ſhe) fair creature, Heaven hath 
beſtowed upon me an heart to compaſſionate, and 
| | . power, 
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power, I hope, to lighten the burden of your for- 
vows? a5 „ 

She then prevailed upon her to take ſome nouriſh- 
ment, and afterwards to recount the particulars of 
her fate; a taſk ſhe performed with ſuch accuracy 


and candour, that Madam Clement, far from ſuſpect- 


ing her ſincerity, ſaw truth and conviction in every 


_ cireumſtance of her tale; and having condoled her 


misfortunes, entreated her to forget them, or, at leaſt, 
look upon herſelf as one ſheltered under the care and 
tuition of a perſon, whole ſtudy it would be to ſupply 
her want of natural parents. This would have been 
an happy viciſſitude of fortune, had it not arrived too 
late; but ſuch'a ſudden and unlooked-for tranſition, 
not only difordered the faculties of poor Monimia's 
mind, but alſo overpowered the organs of her body, 
already fatigued and enfeebled by the diſtreſſes ſhe 


had undergone ; ſo that ſhe was taken ill of a fever 


that ſame __ became delirious before morning, 
when a phyſician was called to her aſſiſtance. 
While this gentleman was in the houſe, Madam 


Clement was viſited by | Fathom, who after having 


complained, in the moſt infinuating manner, that ſhe 
had encouraged his wife to abandon her duty, told 
her a plauſible ſtory of his firſt acquaintance with 
Monimia, and his marriage at the Fleet, which, he 


| faid, he was ready to prove, by the evidence of the 


clergyman who joined them, and that of Mrs la Mer 


Who was preſent at the ceremony. The. good lady, 


although a little ſtaggered at the genteel appearance, 
and engaging addreſs of this ſtranger, could not pre- 
vail upon herſelf to believe that ſhe had been impoled 


upon by her fair lodger, who, by this time, had 


ven too convincing a proof of her ſincerity ; never- 
theleſs, in order to prevent any diſpute that might 


be prejudicial to the health ar recovery of Monimia, 


ſhe gave him to underſtand, that ſhe would not, at 


preſent, enter vpon the merits of the cauſe, but only 


aſſure 
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aNure him, that the young lady was actually bereſt 
of her ſenſes, and in imminent danger of her life; 


for the truth of which aſſertions ſhe would appeal to 


his own obſervation, and the opinion of the phyſician, 
who was then employed in writing a eee, or 
the cure of her diſeaſe. 

So ſaying, ſhe conducted bim into the be 
where he beheld the hapleſs virgin ſtretched upon a 
ſick-bed, panting under the violence of a diſtemper 
too mighty for her weakly frame, her hair diſhevel- 
Jed, and diſcompoſure in her looks. All the roſes of 
her youth were faded, yet all the graces of her 
beauty were not fled : ſhe retained that ſweetneſs and 


ſymmetry, which death itſelf could not deſtroy ; and 


though her diſcourſe was incoherent, her voice was 
ſtill muſical, reſembling thoſe feathered ſongſters 
who warble their native auood- notes wild. 

Fathom, as upon all other occaſions, ſo on this, 
did behave like an inimitable actor; he ran to the 
bed-fide, with all the trepidation of a diſtracted 
lover ; he fell upon his knees, and while the tears 
rolled down his cheeks, imprinted a thouſand kiſſes 
on the ſoft hand of Monimia, who, regarding him 
with. a lack-luſtre and undiſtinguiſhing eye, “ A- 
las! Renaldo, (ſaid the) we were born to be un— 
happy.” „ Would to heaven! (cried Ferdinand in a 
tranſport of grief) the wretch Renaldo had never 
been born! That is the villain who ſeduced the 
affections of this unfortunate woman. I admitted 
the traitor into my friendſhip and.contidence, relieved 
him in his neceſſities; and, like the ungrateful viper, 
he hath ſtung the very boſom that cheriſhed him in 
his diftreſs. Then he proceeded to inform Madam 
Clement, how he had delivered that ſame Renaldo 
from priſon, maintained him. afterwards at-a great 
expence, and, at length, furniſhed him with a ſum 
of money, and proper credentials to ſupport his in- 
tereſt at the court of Vienna, 
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Having finiſhed this detail, he aſked the phyſician's 
ſcatiments of bis wife's diſtemper ; and being told 
that her life was in extreme jeopardy, begged he 


would uſe his utmoſt endeavours in her behalf, and even 


made him @ tender of an extraordinary fee, which was 
refuſed. He alſo thanked Madam Clement for het 
charity and benevolence towards a ſtranger, and took 


| his leave, with many polite profeſſions of gratitude 


and eſteem. He had no ſooner quitted the houſe, 
than the phyſician, who was a humane man aud a 
foreigner, began to caution the lady againſt his inſi- 
nuations, obſerving, that ſome eircumſtances of the 
ſtory concerning ; Pane were, to his particular 
knowledge, contrary to truth; for that he himſelf 
had been applied to for letters of recommendation ig 


behalf of Count Melvil, by a Jew-merchant of his ac- 


quaintance, who had ſupplied the young gentleman 
with money ſufficient for his occaſions, in conſequence 
of a minute enquiry he had made into the character of 
Renaldo, who was, by all reports, a youth of ſtrict 


* honour and untainted morals. 


Madam Clement, thus cautioned, entered into de · 
liberation with her own thoughts, and, comparing 
the particulars of this account with thoſe of Moni- 
mia's own ſtory, ſhe concluded, that Fathom was the 


very traitor he bimſelf had deſcribed, and that he 


had, by abuſing the confidence of both, effected 2 


fatal breach between two innocent and deſerving 


lovers. She accordingly looked upon him with hor- 


rer and deteſtation; but, aevertheleſs, reſolved to 


treat him with-civility in the mean time, that the poor 
young lady might not be diſturbed in her laſt mo- 
ments ; for ſhe had now loſt all hopes of her recovery. 


Vet the fever abated ; and in two days the retrieved 


the uſe of her reaſon, though the diſtemper had at- 
fcQed her lungs, and ſhe was in all appearance doom- 
ed to linger a few weeks longer in a — 
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Fathom was punQual in his viſitation, though ne- 


ver admitted into her preſence after the delirium va- 


niſhed;; and he had the opportunity of ſeeing her 


conveyed in a chariot to Kenſington gravel-pits, a 


place which may be termed the laſt ſtage of many a 
mortal peregrination. He now implicitly believed, 
that death would, in a few days, baffle all his deſigns 
upon the unfortunate Monimia ; and foreſeeing, that, 
as he had owned himſelf her huſband, he might be 
obliged to defray the expence incurred by her fick- 
neſs and burial, he very prudently intermitted in his 
viſits, and had recourſe to the intelligence of his 
auxiliary. 

As for Monimia, ſhe approached the goal of life, 
not ſimply with reſignation, but with rapture : ſhe 
enjoyed, in tranquillity, the converſation of her kind 
benefactreſs, who never ſtirred from her apartment; 
ſhe was bleſſed with the ſpiritual conſolation of a 


worthy clergyman, who removed all her religious 


ſeruples; and ſhe congratulated herſelf on -the near 
proſpect of that land of peace, where ſorrow is not 
known. | 8 | 

At length Mrs la Mer gave notice to our adven- 
turer- of this amiable young lady's deceaſe, and the 
time fixed for the interment ; upon which, theſe two 


% 


_ virtuous aſſociates took poſſeſſion of a place, from 
- whence they could, unperceived, behold the funeral. 
He muſt have a hard heart, who, without an emo- 


tion of pity, can ſee the laſt offices performed to a 
young creature cut off in the flower of youth and 


beauty, even though he knows not her name, and is 
an utter ſtranger to her virtues. How callous, then,. 


mult the ſout of that wretch have been, who, without 
a ſymptom of remorſe or concern, ſaw the ſable hearſe 
adorned with white plumes, as emblems of Monimia's 


purity, paſs before him, while her incomparable. me- 
rit ftood full in his remembrance, and he knew him-. 
ſelf the wicked cauſe of her untimely fate! 
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Perfidious wretch ! thy crimes turn out ſo atroci- 


ous, that 1 half repent me of having undertaken to 


record thy memoirs : yet ſuch monſters ought to be 
exhibited to public view, that mankind may be upon 
their guard againſt impoſture; that the world may 
ſee how fraud is apt to overſhoot itſelf; and that, as 
virtue, though it may ſuffer for a while, will triumph 
in the end, fo iniquity, though it may proſper for a 
ſeaſon, will at laſt be overtaken by that puniſhment 
and diſgrace which are its due. : 


| 
* 


6 


Fathom ſhifts the ſcene, and appears in a new character. 


TTMATHOM's expectations, with reſpect to the fair 


orphan, having thus proved abortive, he loſt 
no time in dewailing his miſcarriage, but had imme- 
diate recourſe to other means of improving his ſmall 
fortune, which, at this period, amounted to near two 
hundred pounds. Whatever inclination he had to re- 
ſame the character he had formerly bore in the polite 
world, he durſt not venture to launch out again into 
the expence neceflary to maintain that flation, be- 
cauſe his former reſoarces were now flopt, and all 


the people of faſhion, by this time, convinced of his 


being a needy adventurer. ' Nevertheleſs, he reſolved 
to ſound the ſentiments of his old friends at a dil- 
tance, and judge, from the reception” he ſhould meet 
with, how far he might preſume. upon their counte- 
nance and favour; for he rightly ſuppoſed, that if 
he could, in any ſhape, contribute to their intereſt or 
amuſement, they would eaſily forgive his former pre- 
tenſions to quality, arrogant as they were, and {till 
entertain him an the footing of a neceſſary acquaint- 
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With this view, he one day preſented himſelf at 
court in a very gay ſuit of clothes, and bowed, at a 
diſtance, to many of his old faſhionable friends of 
both ſexes, not one of whom favoured him with any 
other notice than that of a quarter curt*ſy, or flight 
inclination of the head ; for, by this time, the few 
that remembered him, knew from what retirement he 
now emerged, and avoided him accordingly as the jail 
infection: but the greater part of thoſe who had cul- 
tivated him in the zenith of bis fortune, were now 


utter ſtrangers to his perſon, which they had actually 


forgot, amidſt the ſucceſhon of novelties that ſur- 
rounded them; or, if they did recolle& his name, it 


was remembered as an old faſhion which had been 


many months out of date. ; 
Notwithſtanding theſe mortify ing diſcouragements, 
our hero, that ſame evening, effected a lodgement in 
a certain gaming-houſe not far from St James's ; and, 
as he played pretty high, and made a parade of his 
ready money, he was ſoon recognized by divers per- 
ſons of conſequence, who cordially welcomed him to 
England, on pretence of believing he had been abroad, 
and, with great complacency, repeated their former 


profeſſions of friendſhip. Though this was a certain 


way of retaining the favour of thoſe worthies, while 
his finances continued to flouriſh, and his payments 


were prompt, he knew the weakneſs of his funds too, | 


well, to think they could bear the viciſſitudes of 
play ; and the remembrance of the two Britiſh knights 
who had ſpoiled him at Paris, hung over his imagi- 


nation with the moſt frightful preſages : beſides, he 


perceived that gaming was now managed in ſuch a 
manner, as rendered ſkill and dexterity of no advan- 
tage; for the ſpirit of play having overſpread the land 
like a peſtilence, raged to ſuch a degree of madneſs 
and deſperation, that the unhappy people who were 
infected, laid aſide all thoughts of amuſement, c 
. D 2 nom y, 
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nomy, or caution, and riſked their fortunes upon 
iſſues equally extravagant, childiſh, and abſurd. - 

The whole myſtery of the art was reduced to the 
fimple exerciſe of toſſing up a guinea, and the Juſt of 
laying wagers, which they indulged to a ſurpriſing 
pitch of ridiculous intemperance. - In one corner of 
the room might be heard a pair of lordlings running 
their grandmothers againſt each other, that is, bet- 
ting ſums on the longeſt liver; in another, the ſucceſs 
of the wager depended upon the ſex of the landlady's 
next child ; and one of the waiters happening to drop 
down in an apoplectic fit, a certain noble pee ex- 
claimed, Dead for a thouſand pounds.“ "The chal- 
lenge was immediately accepted; and, when the maſ- 
ter of the houfe ſent for a ſurgeon to attempt the cure, 
the nobleman who ſet the price upon the patient's 
Head, inſiſted upon his being left to the efforts of na- 
ture alone, otherwiſe the wager ſhould be void; nay, 
when the landlord harped upon the loſs he ſhould 
ſuſtain by the death of a truſty ſervant, his lordſhip 
ebviated the objection, by deſiring that the fellow 
might be charged in the bill. I 

In ſhort, the rage of gaming ſeemed to have de- 


voured all their other faculties, and to have equalled 


the raſh enthuſiaſm of the inhabitants of Malacca in 
the Eaſt Indies, who are fo poſſeſſed with that perni- 


cious ſpirit, that they ſacrifice to it not only their 


fortunes, but alſo their wives and children; and then 
letting their hair down upon their ſhoulders, in imi- 
tation of the ancient Lacedemonians when they de- 
voted themſelves to death, thoſe wretches unſheath 
their daggers, and murder every. living creature in 


their way. In this, however, they differ from the 


ameſters of our country, who never find their ſenſes, 


until they have loſt their fortune, and beggared their 


families; whereas the Malayſe never run a muck, but 
in conſequence of miſery and deſpair. 
ES Such 
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Such are the amuſements, or rather, ſuch. is the 
continual employment of thoſe hopeful 'youths who 
are deſtined by birth to be the judges of our proper- 


ty, and pillars of our conſtitution : ſuch are the heirs 


and repreſentatives of thoſe patriots who planned, and 
thoſe heroes who maintained the laws and freedom o 
their country; who were the patrons of merit, the 
fathers of the poor, the terror of vice and immorali- 
ty, and, at once, the ornaments and ſupport of an 
happy nation. | 

Our adventurer conſidered all theſe circumſtances 
with his wonted ſagacity; and ſeeing upon what pre- 
carious footing he muſt ſtand, ſhould he rank himſelf 
with ſuch ſociety, he wiſely came to the reſolution of 
deſcending one ſtep in the degrees. of life, and of tak- 
ing upon him the title of phyſician, under which he 
did not deſpair of infinuating himſelf into the pockets 
of his patients, and into the ſecrets of private fami- 
lies, ſo as to acquire a comfortable ſhare of practice, 
or captivate the heart of ſome heireſs or rich widow, 
whoſe fortune would at once render him independent 
and happy. 5 | 

After this determination, his next care was to con- 
cert meaſures for his firſt appearance in this new cha- 


racer, well knowing, that the ſucceſs of a phyſician, 


in a great meaſure, depends upon the external equi- 
page in which he firſt declares himſelf an adept in the 
healing art. He, firſt of all, procured a few books 
on the ſubject of medicine, which he ſtudied with 


— attention during the remaining part of the 


inter and Spring, and repaired to Tunbridge with 
the firſt of the ſeaſon, where he appeared in the uni- 


form of Aiſculapius, namely, a plain ſuit full trimm'd, 


with. a voluminous tye-periwig ; believing, that, in 
this place,, he might glide, as it were, imperceptibly 


into the functions of his new employment, and gra- 


dually accuſtom himſelf to the method and form of 
preſcription. © | K, 
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A man fo well known in the gay world, could not 
be ſuppoſed to effect ſuch a transformation without 
being obſerved ; and therefore, in order to anticipate 


the cenſure and ridicule of thoſe who might be tempt- 


ed to make themſelves merry at his expence, he, on 
his arrival at the wells, repaired to the ſhop of an 
apothecary, and, calling for pen, ink, and paper, 
wrote a. preſcription, which he deſired might be im- 
mediately made up. While this was doing by the 
fervant, he was invited into a parlour by the maſter, 
with whom he entered into converſation touching the 
properties of the Tunbridge-water, which ſeemed to 
have been his particular ſtudy : and indeed he had 
peruſed Rouzee's treatiſe on that ſubject with indefa- 
tigable aſſiduity. From this theme, he made digreſ— 


Hons into other parts of medicine, upon which he 


{poke with ſuch plauſible elocution, that the apothe- 
cary, whoſe knowledge in that art was not very pro- 
found, looked upon him as a phy ſician of great learning 


aud experience, and hinted a deſire of knowing his 


name and ſituation. | 
Fathom accordingly gave him to underſtand, that 


he had ſtudied phy ſic, and had taken his degrees at 


Padua, rather for his amuſement, than with any view 
of exerciſing medicine, as he then could not poſſibly 
foreſee the misfortunes which had ſince happened to 
his family, and by which he was now compelled to 
have recourſe to a profeſſion that was very much be- 
neath the expectations of his birth: yet he bore his 
diſappointments with refignation, and even good hu- 
mour, and bleſſed his ſtars for having inclined him to 
the ſtudy of any branch of knowledge by which he 
might be enabled to laugh at the viciſſitudes of for- 


tune. He then obſerved, that he had practiſed with 


ſome applauſe at the hot-well near Briſtol, before he 
thought he ſhould be ever reduced to the neceſſity of 
taking a fee; and that, ia all probability, his meta- 


morphoſis, when known, would furniſh matter of 
ſurprize 
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ſurprize and merriment to ſome of his old acquaint- 
ance. . 

The apothecary was equally ſtruck with his polite 
addreſs, as pleaſed with his agreeable diſeourſe: he 
conſoled him for the misforxtunes of his family, by 
aſſuring him, that, in England, nothing could be 
more honourable, or indeed profitable, than the cha- 
raQer of a phyſician, provided he could once wriggle 
himſelf into practice; and infinuated, that, although 
he was reſtricted by certain engagements with other 
-perſons of the faculty, be ſhouid be glad of an op- 
portunity to ſhow tus regard for Doctor Fathom. 
This was a very effectual method which our hero took 
to intimate his new character to the public. By the 
induſtry and communicative diſpoſition of the apotke- 
cary, it was circulated in half a day through every 
family in the place; and next morning, when Ferdi- 
naud appeared, the company forthwith aſiembled in 
ſeparate groups, and from each kuot he heard his. 
name reverberated in a uhiſper. 

Having thus annouficed himſeif to all whom it 
niipht concern, and allowed the ladies two days to 
diſcuſs the merit of his transfiguration, together with 
the novelty of the caſe, he ventnred to ſalute, at a 
diſlance, a lady and her daughter, who had been his 
patients at the hot-well ; aud although they honoured 
his bow with the return of a ſlight curt'ſy, they gave 
bim not the leaſt encouragement to make a nearer ap- 
proach, Notwithſtanding this rebuff, he concluded, 
that, ſhould the health of either come in queſtion, 
they would renew their application to his ſkill, and 
what was refuſed by their pride, would be granted 
by their apprehenſion. Here, however, he happened 
to be miſtaken in his conjecture. 

The young lady being ſeized with a violent head- 
ach and palpitation, her mother deſired the apothe- 
cary to recommend a phyſician ; and the perſon with 
whom he was contracted being at that time abſent, 
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he propoſed DoRor Fathom, as a man of great abi- 


lity and diſcretion : but the good lady rejected the 


propoſal with diſdain, becauſe the had formerly known 
him in the character of a Count, though that very 
Character was the chief reaſon that had then induced 
her to crave his advice. | | 

Such is the caprice of the world in general, that, 
whatever bears the face of novelty captivates, or ra- 
ther bewitches the imagination, and confounds the 
ideas of reaſon and common ſenſe. If, for example, a 
ſcullion, from the clinking of pewter, ſhould conceive 
a taſte for the clinking of 1 and make ſhift to brin 
together twenty ſyllables, ſo as that the tenth and Jak 
ſhall have the like ending, the compoſition is 1mme- 
- diately extolled as a miracle; and what appeals to the 
admiration, is not the wit, the elegance or poctry of 
the work, but the uncultivated talent, and humble 
ſation of the author. A reader does not exclaim, 
„% What a delicate ſentiment ! what a beautiful fimile ! 
what eaſy and mufical verfification !” but cries in 
. rapture, © Heavens! what a prodigy ! a poet from 
the ſcullery! a muſe in livery! or, Apollo with a 
trowel !“ The public is aſtoniſhed into liberality ; 
the ſcullion eats from thoſe trenchers he ſcoured be- 
fore; the rootman is admitted into the coach behind 
which he was wont to ſtand; and the bricklayer, in 
ſtead of plaſtering walls, bedaubs his i//z/trious partner 
with the mortar of his praife. Thus, lifted into an 
higher ſphere, their talents receive cultivation; they 
become profeſſed bards; and though their ſubſequent 
works bear evident marks of improvement, they are 
neglected among the reſt of their brethren, becauſe 
that novelty which recommended them in the begin- 
ning, no Jonger remains. | 
So it fared with our adventurer in his new occupa- 
tion. There was: ſomething ſo extraordinary in a 
nobleman's underſtanding medicine, and ſo uncom- 
mon in a phyſician's preſcribing gratis, that the _ 
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ofity and admiration of the company at Briſto] were 
engaged, and they followed his advice, as the direc- 
tion of ſome ſupernatural intelligence : but, now that 
he profeſſed himſelf one of the faculty, and might be 
ſuppoſed to have refreſhed his memory, and reinforced 
his knowledge for the occaſion, he was as much over- 
looked as any other phyſician unſupported by intereſt 
or cabal; or, at leaſt, the notice he attracted was 
not at all to the advantage of his character, becauſe 
it wholly regarded the decline of his fortune, which 
is a never-failing fund of diſgrace. | | 
Theſe mortifications did not overcome the patience 
and perſeverance of Fathom, who foreſaw that the 
ſoothing hand of time would caſt a veil of oblivion 


over thoſe ſcenes which were remembered to his pre- 


judice, and that, in the mean time, though he was 
excluded from the private parties of the fair ſex, in 
which his main hope of ſucceſs was placed, he ſhould 
be able to infinuate himſelf into ſome degree of fa- 
your and practice among the male patients; and 
ſome lueky cure, properly diſplayed, might be the 


means of propagating his fame, and baniſhing that 


reſerve which at preſent interfered with his purpoſe. 
Accordingly, it was not long before he found means 
to break that ſpell of univerſal prejudice that hedged 
him in. At the ordinary which he frequented, his 
polite carriage, facetious remarks, and agreeable ſto- 
ries, ſoon conciliated the regard of his fellow gueſts, 
among whom he ſometimes rallied his own trausform- 


He 
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Nothing ſo effectually blunts the ſhafts of ridicule, 
and defeats the aims of flander, as this method of an- 
ticipation. In ſpite of the arrows that were levelled 
againſt bis reputation, from every tea-table at un- 
bridge, he made his party good among almoſt all the 


gay young gentlemen that trequented the place; far 


trom avoiding his company, they began to court his 
converſation, and he was commonly teen in the walks, 
ſurrounded with a group of admirers. | | 
Having thus paved the way for a total removal of 
the invidious prepoſſeſſion that obſtructed his views, 
he, one night, while every perſon was Julled in thc 
arms of repoſe, and univerſal filence prevailed, tuned 


his violin, and began to play ſome; maſterly airs, in 


a tone ſo uncommonly expreſſive, and with ſuch ra- 
yiſhing dexterity of execution, that a certain lady 
who lodged in the ſame houſe, being waked by the 
muſic, and ignorant of the ſource from which it 
flowed, liſtened with rapture, as to the harp of an 
angel, and wrapping herſelf in a looſe gown, roſe and 
opened her chamber-door, in order to diſcover in 
what apartment the muſician refided. She no ſooner 
entered the paſfage, than ſhe found her fellow-lodgers 
already aſſembled on the fame occaſton ; and there 
they remained during the beſt part of the night, 
tranſported by the harmony which our hero pro- 
duced. | 

Doctor Fathom was immediately known to be the 
author of this entertainment ; and thus retrieved the 


benefit of that admiration which he had forfeited by. 


appearing in the ſhape of a phyſician. For, as peo- 
ple had formerly wondered to fee a Count ſkilled in 
medicine; they were now amazed to find a phyſician 
ſuch a maſter in muſic. 

The good effects of this ſtratagem were almoſt in- 
ftantaneous. His performance a the topic of 


diſcourſe among all the faſhionable company : his 
male friends complimented him from the — 
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of the other ſex; and that lady whom he had re- 
galed, inſtead of that ſhyneſs and diſdain with which 
| ſhe uſed to receive his ſalutation, at their very next 
meeting in the thorough-fare, returned his bow with 


marks of profound refpect. Nay, at midnight, ſhe, 


with the reſt, took poſt in the ſame place where they 
had been ſtationed before ; and by frequent tittering, 
and repeated whiſpers, gave intimation to Fathom, 
that they would be glad of a ſecond ſerenade. But 
he was too well acquainted with the human paſſions 
to indulge this their deſire: it was his intereſt to 10- 
flame their impatience, rather than to gratify their 
expectation; and, therefore, he tantalized them for 
ſome hours, by tuning his violin, and playing ſome 
flouriſhes, which, however, produced nothing to ful- 
fil their wiſhes. . 1 8 | | 
At the ordinary, he was accoſted by a gentleman,. 
a lodger in the ſame houſe, who aſſured him, that the 
ladies would take it as a great favour, if he would let 
them know when he intended to amuſe himſelf again. 
with his inſtrument, that they might not, by falling 
_ aſleep before-hand, deprive themſelves of the pleaſure 
of hearing his muſic. o this meſſage he rephed 
with an air of conſequence and reſerve, that, though. 
mulic was not the art he profeſſed, he ſhould be al- 
ways complaiſant enough to entertain the ladies to- 
the utmolt of his power, when their commands were 
ſignified to him in a manner ſaited to his character; 


but that he would never put himſelf on the footing of 


an itinerant. harper, whoſe mulic is tolerated through 
the medium of a board partition... The gentleman. 
having reported this anſwer to his conſtituents: they 
empowered. him to invite Doctor Fathom to breakfaſt; 
and he was next morning introduced with the uſua} 
eeremorfy, and treated with uncommon; regard by al 
the females of the houſe, aſſembled for his reception. 
Having thus broke the ice of their averſion, in one 
party, ſo as that the beams of his perſonal ac29mpiiſh— 
CO LD ments. 
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ments had room to operate, he ſoon effected a general 


thaw in his favour, and found himſelf growing once 
more into requeſt among the moſt amiable part of the 


creation. His company was coveted, and his taſte 
_ conſulted in their balls, concerts, and private aſſem- 


blies; and he recompenſed the regard they paid to 
him, with an inceſſant exertion of his agrecable ta- 
lents, politeneſs, and good-humour. | 


Triumphs over a medical rival. 

ET, in the midſt of all this attention, his me- 
dical capacity ſeemed to be quite forgot. They 
reſpected his good. breeding, were charmed with his 
voice, and admired the fine touches of his hand upon 
the violin; but, in cultivating the fiddler, they utter- 
ly neglected the phyſician: and in vain did he at- 
tempt to divide their regard, by taking all opportuni- 
ties to turn the converſation into a more intereſting 
channel. It was to little purpoſe he endeavoured to 
arouſe.the wonder of his audience, with frequent de- 
ſeriptions of portentous maladies, and amazing cures, 
he had ſeen, and performed, in the courſe of his ſtudy 


and practice abroad: and to no effect did he publicly 


buſy himſelf in making experiments on the mineral 
water, in which he pretended to have made ſeveral 


new and important diſcoveries. "Theſe efforts did not 


make a laſting impreſſion upon the minds of the com- 


pany; becauſe they ſaw nothing ſurpriſing in a phy- 


fician's being acquainted with all the myſteries of bis 


art; and, as their cuſtom was already beſpoke for 
others of the profeſſion, whom it was their intereſt to 


employ, our adventurer might have ſtarved amidit the 
careſſes of his acquaintance, had not he derived con- 
42 0171} „ ſiderable 
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fiderable advantage from a Jucky accident in the courſe 
of his expectancy. g : 
A gentiewoman's daughter, of a weakly conſtitu- 
tion, by drinking the waters, had ſo far recovered her 
health and complexion, as to allure the affection of a 
young ſquire in the neighbourhood, who amuſed her 
for ſome time with his addreſſes, until his heart was 
ſeduced by the charms of another young lady, lately 
arrived at the wells. The forſaken nymph, ſhocked 
at this diſgrace and mortification, relapſed into her 
former languiſhing diſorder, and was by her mother 
put under the management and preſcription of a phy- 
ſician, who had been an induſtrious enemy of Fathom, 
from his firſt. appearance at Tunbridge. The pa- 
tient, though violently ehagrined at the levity of her 


quondam admirer, was not altogether without hope, 


that the very ſame inconſtancy which had prompted 
him to leave her, might in time induce him to return, 
after the novelty of his new paſſion ſhould''be wore 
off; and this hope ſerved to ſupport her under the 
ſorrow and diſgrace of her diſappointment. At 
length, however, the ſquire and his new miſtreſs diſ- 
appeared, and ſome buſy body was officious enough 
to communicate this piece of news to the forlorn 
ſhepherdeſs, with this additional circumſtance, that 
they were gone to a neighbouring pariſh, to be zoined 
in the bands of wedlock. | 

Theſe fatal tidings were no ſooner imparted to the 
abandoned Phillis, than ſhe was ſeized with an hy- 
ſteric fit; and, what rendered the accident more un- 
fortunate, her phyſician had been called to the coun- 
try, and was. not expected at Tunbridge till next day. 


The apothecary was immediately ſummoned ; and, 
being either puzzled by the ſymptoms, or afraid of 


encroaching upon the province of his ſuperiors, ad- 
viſed the old lady to ſend for Doctor Fathom without 
delay. She had no other objection to this expedient, 
but the enmity which ſhe knew ſubſiſted between the 
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two leeches : yet hearing that her own doctor would 
not conſult with Fathom upon his return, but, per. 
haps, renounce the patient, by which means her 
daughter's health might be endangered, ſhe would 
not ſolicit our hero's aſſiſtance, until the young lady 
had remained ſeven hours ſpeechleſs and inſenſible; 
when her fear prevailing over every other conſidera. 
tion, ſhe implored the advice of our adventurer, who 
having made the neceſſary interrogations, and felt the 
patient's pulſe, which was regular and diſtin, found 
reaſon to conclude, that the fit would not laſt much 


| longer; and, after having obſerved, that ſhe was in 


a very dangerous way, preſcribed ſome medicines for 
external application ; and, to enhance their opinion of 
his diligence and humanity, reſolved to ſtay in the 


room, and obſerve their effect. 
His judgment did not fail him on this occaſion. 


In leſs than half an hour after his embrocations had 
been applied, ſhe recovered. the uſe of her tongue, o- 

ned her eyes, and having, in delirious exclamations, 
upbraided her perſidious lover, became quite ſenſible 
and compoſed ; though ſhe continued extremely low 
and dejected. To remedy theſe fiokings, certain cor- 
dials were immediately adminiſtered, according to the 
preſcription of Doctor Fathom, upon whom extraor- 
dinary encomiums were beltowed by all preſent, who 
believed he had actually reſcued her from the jaws of 
death; and as he wes, by this time, let into the ſe— 
erets of the family, he found himſelf in a fair way of 
being an egregious favourite of the old gentlewoman;. 


when, unluckily, his brother having (diſmiſſed his 


country patient with uncommon diſpatch, entered the 
apartment, and eyed. his rival with looks of inexpreſ- 
fible rage; then ſurveying” the patient, and the viais 
that ſtood upon the table, by turns, What, in the 
name of God! (cried he) is the meaning of all this. 


waſh 2 | 
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„ Really, doctor,“ replied the mother, a little 
confounded at being thus taken by ſurpriſe, © Biddy 
has been taken dangerouſly ill, and Jain ſeven or 
eight hours in a ſevere fit, from which, I am conh- 
dent, ſhe wonld never have recovered, without the 
help of a phyſician; and as you were abſent, we had 
recourſe to this gentleman, whoſe preſcription hath 
had an happy and ſurpriſing effec.” “ Effect!“ cried 
this offended member of the faculty, “ pſhaw |! ſtuff! 
who made you judge of effects or cauſes ?? Then ad- 
vancing to the patient, What has been the matter, 
Miſs Biddy, that you could not wait till my return ?? 
Here Fathom interpoſing, „ Sir,” ſaid he, „“ if 
you will ſtep into the next room, Iwill communicate 
my ſentiments of the caſe, together with the method 
upon which I have proceeded, that we may deliberate 
upon the next ſtep that is to be taken.” Inſtead of 
complying with this propoſal, he ſeated himſelf in a 
chair, with his back to our adventurer, and while he 
examined Miſs Biddy's pulſe, gave him to under» 
ſand, that he ſhould not conſult with him about the 
matter, 1 $i 
Fathom, not in the leaſt diſconcerted at this un- 
civil anſwer, walked round his antagoniſt, and plac 
ing himſelf in his front, defired to know his reaſon 
for treating him with ſuch ſupereilious contempt. 
&« I am reſolved,” ſaid the other, “ never to confalt 
with any phyſician who has not taken his degrees at 
either of the Engliſh Univerſities.” Upon the ſup- 
poſi tion,“ replied our adventurer, “ that no perſon 
can be properly educated for the profeſſion, _ at any 
other ſchool ?” «© You are in the right,” anſwered 
doctor Looby ; „ that is one of many reaſons 1 have: 
to decline the conſultation.” 75 | 
Hou far you are.in the right,” retorted Fathom, 
J leave the world to judge, after I have obſerr- 
ed, that in your Engliſh Univerſities, there is na 
opportunity of ſtudying the art; no, not ſo much as 
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a lecture given on the fubject ; nor is there one phy- 
fician of note, in this kingdom, who has not derived 
the greateſt part of his medical knowledge, from the 
inſtructions of foreigners,” 1 N 
Looby, incenſed at this aſſeveration, which he was 
not prepared to refute, exclaimed, in a moſt infuriate 


accent, Who are you ? whence came you ? where 
was you bred? You are one of thoſe, 1 believe, 
who graduate themſelves, and commence doQors, the 


Lord knows how! an interloper, who, without licence 


or authority, comes hither to take the bread out of 


the mouths of gentlemen, who have been trained to 
the buſineſs in a regular manner, and beſtowed great 
pains and expence to qualify themſelyes for the pro- 
feſſion :—for my own part, my education coſt me 
fifteen hundred pounds.” | | 

% Never was money laid out to leſs purpoſe,” ſaid 
Ferdinand; “ for it does not appear, that you have 
learned fo much as the baſis of medical acquirements, 


namely, that decorum and urbanity which ought to 


diſtinguiſh the deportment of every phyfician: you 
have even debaſed the nobleſt and moit beneficial] art 
that ever engaged the ſtudy of mankind, which can- 
not be too much cultivated, and too little reſtrained, 
in ſeeking to limit the practice of it to a ſet of nar- 


row-minded illiberal wretches, who, like the loweſt 


handicraftſinan, claim the excluſive privileges of a cor- 
poration. Had 'you 'doubted my ability, you ought 
to have ſatisfied yourſelf in a manner conſiſtent with 
decency and candour ; but your' behaviour, on this 
occaſion, is ſuch a malicious outrage upon good man 

ners and humanity, that were it not for my regard to 
theſe ladies, I would chaſtiſe you, for your . 
on the ſpot. Meanwhile, Madam,” addreſſing him- 
ſelf to the mother, © you muſt give me leave to inſiſt 


upon your diſmiſſing either that gentleman, or me, 


without heſitation.” + It 
This peremptory language had an * 
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effect upon the hearers. Looby's face grew pale, 
and his nether lip began to tremble : the patient was 
diſmayed, and-the old gentlewoman concerned and 
perplexed : ſhe earneſtly beſought the gentlemen to be 
reconciled to each other, and enter into a friendly 
conſultation - upon her daughter's diſtemper: but, 
finding both equally averſe to accommodation, and 
Fathom becoming more and more importunate in his 
demand, ſhe preſented him with a double fee; and 
giving him to underſtand, that Doctor Looby had 
long attended the family, and was intimately ac 
vainted with her own and Biddy*s conſtitution, 
ſaid, ſhe hoped he would not take it amiſs, if ſhe 

retained her old phyſician. | | 
Though our hero was much mortified at this 
triumph of his rival, he made a virtue of neceſſity, 
and retired with great complaiſance, wiſhing that 
Miſs Biddy might never again be the ſubjeQ of ſuch 
a diſagreeable diſpute. Whether the patient was 
frighted at this altercation, or diſpleaſed with her 
mother's decifion againſt an agreeable young fellow, 
who had, as it were, recalled mw from the grave, and 
made himſelf maſter of the ſecret that rankled at her 
heart; or the difeaſe had wound up her nerves for 
another paroxyſm ; certain it is, ſhe, all of a ſudden, 
broke forth into a violent pea] of laughter, which 
was ſucceeded by the moſt doleful cries, and other 
expreſſions of grief; then ſhe relapſed into a fit, at- 
tended with firong convulſions, to the unſpeakable 
terror of the old gentlewoman, who intreated Doctor 
Looby to be expeditious in his preſcription ; accor- 
dingly, he ſeized the pen with great confidence, and 
a whole magazine of-anti-hyſteric medicines were, in 
different forms, externally and internally applied. 
Nevertheleſs, either nature was diſturbed in her 
own efforts, by theſe applications, or the patient was 
reſolved to diſgrace the doctor: for, the more re- 
| medies that were adminiſtered, her convulſions be- 
came the more violent; and in ſpite of all his 
endeavours, 
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endeavours, he could not overcome the obſtinacy of 
the diſtemper. Such a miſcarriage upon the back gf 
his rival's ſucceſs, could not fa to overwhelm him 
with confuſion ; eſpecially as the mother baited hin 
with repeated ee to do ſomething for the re. 
covery of her daughter. At length, after having 
exerciſed her patience in vain, for ſeveral hours, thi, 
alleionate parent could no longer ſuppreis the 
ſuggeſtions of her concern, but, in an incoherent 
ſtrain, told him, that her duty would not ſuffer her 


to be longer ſilent in an affair on which depended the 
life of her dear child: that ſhe had ſeen enough, tv. 


believe he had miſtaken the caſe of poor Biddy, ar 
he could not juſtly blame her for recalling Door 
Fathom, whoſe preſcription had operated in a raira- 
culous manner. 

Looby, ſhocked at this propoſal, proteſted again 
it with great 3 as an expedient hig! ly in. 
jurious to himſelf. “ My remedies (ſaid he) . 
3 to take elfe, and, in all probability, t 


fit will not laſt much longer; ſo that by calling in 
another perſon, at this juncture, you will defraud me 


of that credit which is my due, and deck my adver- 


ſary with trophies, to which he has no pretenſion.“ 


She was prevailed upon, by this remonſtrance, to 
wait another half hour, when perceiviag, as yet, no 
alteration for the better, and being diſtracted with. 
her fears, which reproached her with want of natura! 
affection, ſhe ſent a meſſage to Doctor Fathom, de- 
ſiring to ſee him with all poſſible difpatch. 
He was not ſlow in obeying the call, but, haſtening 

to the ſcene of action, was not a little ſurprized 1 
find Looby ſtill in the apartment. This gentleman, 
ſince better might not be, reſolved to ſacrifice his 


pride to his intereſt, and, rather than loſe his patient 
. altogether, and run the riſk of forfeiting his re- 
pPutation at the ſame time, ſtaid with an intention to 


compromiſe his difference with Fathom, that be 
might 
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might not be wholly excluded from the honour of 
the cure, in caſe it could be effected: but he had 
reckoned without his hoſt, in his calculation of 


the Count's placability; for when he put on his 


capitulating face, and, after a flight apology for his 
late behaviour, propoſed that all animofity ſhould 
ſubſide, in favour of the young lady whole life was at 
ſtake, our hero rejected his advances with infinite 
diſdain, and aſſured the mother, in a very ſolemn 
tone, that, far from conſulting with a man who had 
treated him ſo unworthily, he would not {tay another 
minute in the houſe, unleſs he ſhould ſee him dif- 
carded ; a ſatis faction barely ſuffictent to atone for 


the affront be himſelf had ſuffered by the unjuſt pre- 


ference ſhe had before given to his rival. 

There was no remedy: Looby was obliged to re- 
treat in his turn. Then our adventurer, approaching 
the bed-ſide, reconnoitred the patient, examined the 
medicines which had been adminiſtered, and liſting 
up his eyes in expreſſive lence, detached the footinan 


with a new order to the apothecary. It was well the 
meſſenger uſed expedition, otherwiſe Doctor Fathom 
would have been anticipated by the operation of na- 


ture; for, the fit havivg almoſt run its career, Miſs 
Biddy was on the point of retrieving her ſenſes, when 


the frontal preſcribed by Fathom was applied. To 
the efficacy of this, therefore, was aſcribed her reco- 


very, when ſhe opened her eyes, and began to pour 


forth unconnected ejaculations ; and, in a few moments 


after, ſhe was perſuaded to {waliow a draught pre- 
pared for the purpoſe, her perception returned, and 


Ferdinaud gained the reputation of having performed 


a ſecond miracle. 5 
But he was furniſhed with a piece ef intelligence, 


of much more energy than all ſhe had taken; 'and ſo 


ſoon as he concluded ſhe was capable to bear the 


news, without any dangerous emotion, he, among o- 


ther articles of chit-chat culled for her amuſement, 
| took 


'ſquire Stub (the cauſe of Miſs 


marrying ſuch an adventurer. 


ſquire, was ſo much overjoyed at his diſappointment, 
city, and, in leſs than two hours after the laſt of thote 


health than ſhe had enjoyed for many weeks. Fa- 


his extraordinary (kill, the old lady favoured him with 


diſcover an uncommon reliſh for his converſation ; fo 
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took the opportunity of telling the company, that 

Biddy's diſorder) had, 
in his way to matrimony, been robbed of his bride, | 
by a gentleman to whom ſhe had been formerly en. 
gaged. He had waited for her on purpoſe, at an inn 
on the road, where he found means to appeaſe her 
diſpleaſure, which he had, it ſeems, incurred, and to 
ſuperſede her new lover, whom ſhe quitted without 
ceremony; upon which the *lquire had returned to 
Tunbridge, curſing her levity, yet bleſſing his good 
ſtars for having ſo ſeaſonably prevented his ruin, which 
would have infallibly been the conſequence of hit 


It would be ſuperfluous to obſerve, that theſe tid. 
ings operated like an admirable ſpecific on the ſpirits 
of the young lady, who, while ſhe affected to pity the 


that her eyes began to ſparkle with uncommon viya- 
terrible attacks, ſhe was reſtored to a better (tate of 


thom was not __ amidſt the rejoicings of the fa- 
mily : beſides an handſome gratuity for the effects of 


a general invitation to her houſe; and the daughter 
not only conſidered him as the reſtorer of her health, 
and the angel of her good fortune, but alſo began to 


that he was ſtruck with the proſpect of ſucceeding 
'ſquire Stub in her affection; a conqueſt, which, if 
ſanctioned by the approbation of the mother, would 
conſole him for all the diſappointments he had ſuſtain- 
ed; for Miſs Biddy was entitled to a fortune of ten 
thouſand pounds, provided ſhe ſhould marry with the 
conſent of her parent, who was the ſole executrix of 
the father's will. e 

Animated with the hope of ſuch an advantageous 
match, our adventurer miſſed no opportunity of im 
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2 the lodgement he had made; while the two 


ladies failed not to extol his medical capacity, among 


all their female acquaintance. By means of this cir- 


culation, his advice was demanded in ſeveral other. 


caſes, which he managed with ſuch an impoſing air of 
| fagacity and importance, that his fame began to ſpread, 


and, before the end of the ſeaſon, he had raviſhed more 
than one half of the buſineſs from his competitor. 
Notwithſtanding theſe fortunate events, he foreſaw, 


that he ſhould find great difficulty in tranſplanting his 


reputation, ſo as to take root in London, which was 
the only ſoil in which he could propoſe to rife to any 
degree of proſperity and independence; and this re- 
flection was grounded upon a maxim, which univer— 
fally prevails gu, the Engliſh people, namely, to 
overlook and wholly neglect, on their return to the 
metropolis, all the connexions they may have chanced 
to acquire, during their reſidence at any of the medi- 
cal wells; and this ſocial diſpoſition is ſo ſcrupulouſ 
ly maintained, that two perſons, who lived in the moſt 
intimate correſpondence at Bath or Tunbridge, ſhall, 
in four and twenty hours, ſo totally forget their friend- 
ſhip, as to meet in St James's park, without betray- 
ing the leaſt token of recognition; ſo that one would 
imagine, thoſe mineral waters were ſo many ſtreams 
iſſuing from the river Lethe, ſo famed of old for waſh» 
ing away all traces of memory and recollection. _ 
Aware of this oblivious principle, Doctor Fathom 
collected all his qualifications, in order to make ſuch 
an impreſſion upon the heart of Miſs Biddy, as would 
reſiſt all her endeavours to ſhake him from her re- 
membrauce: and his efforts ſucceeded fo well, that 
'quire Stub's advances to a reconcHliation, were treat- 
ed with manifeſt indiflerence. In all probability, our 
hero would have made a very advantageous campaign, 
had not his good fortune been retarded by an ob- 
Hruction, which (as he did not perceive it) he could 
not poſſibly ſurmount. In diſplaying his accompliſh- 
| | meats 
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ments to captivate the daughter, he had unwittingly e 
made an abſolute conqueſt of the mother, who ſuper. b 
intended the conduct of Miſs Biddy with ſuch ja. h 
Jous vigilance, that he could find no opportunity of | , 
profiting by the progreſs he had made in her heart; f. 
for the careful matron would never loſe fight of her, f 
no, not for one moment. Gp 1 p 
Had the old lady given the leaſt intimation to our r 
adventurer, of the ſentiments ſhe entertained in his . 
behalf, his complaiſance was of ſuch a pliable texture, f 
that he would have quitted his other purſuit, and t 


made her the ſole object of his attention: but ſhe ei- 3 t 

ö ther depended upon the effect of his own good tale f 

1 | and diſcernment, or was too proud to diſcloſe a paſ. Þ, 

= fion which he had hitherto overlooked. = « 
1 | | | 

| | 3 

CHAP. Lit. Wc 

| 5 1 

| Repairs to the Metropolis, and enrols himſelf among lle 

Pens of Paan. = 

EFORE this affair could be brought to a pro- 

per explanation, the ſeaſon being almolt ended, = 

| the ladies departed from Tunbridge, and, in a little ] 

| time, Doctor Fathom followed them to London, ha- 

[| ing previouſly obtained permiſſion to viſit them in that 

1 metropolis. He had ſolicited the ſame favour of ſone 1 

MH other families, in which he hoped to take root, though WT | 

| be knew they were pre-engaged to different phyſici- ÞW | 

| ans; and reſolving to make his firſt medical appear- Mt 


ance in London with ſome eclat, he not only purchaſ- 
ed an old chariot, which was new-painted for the pur- | 
| Poſe, but likewiſe hired a footman, whom he clothed 1 


1 in laced livery, in order to diſtinguiſh himſelf from 
1 the common run of his brethren. | 
F This equipage, though much more expenſive than We 
/ , N ; . f 
1 | his finances could bear, he found abſolutely neceſſary, | 
| | to 
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ly BY © give him a chance for employment ; as every ſhab- 
er. by retainer to phyſic in this capital, had provided 
ea. BT himſelf with a vehicle, which was altogether uſed by 
of way of a travelling een to draw in cuſtomers; 
t; ſo that a walking phyſician was conſidered as an ob- 
er, ſeure pedlar, trudging from ſtreet to ſtreet, with his 
1 pack of knowledge on his ſhoulders, and ſelling his 
ur remnants of advice by retail. A chariot was not now 
us ſet up for the convenience of a man finking under the 
ce, = fatigue of extenſive practice, but as a piece of furni- 
d ture every way as neceſſary as a large periwig with 


three tails; and a phyſician, let his merit in other re- 
ſpects be ever ſo conſpicuous, can no more expect to 
become conſiderable in bufineſs, without the aſſiſtance 
of this implement, than he can hope to live without 
food, or breathe without a wind- pipe. | 
15 This requiſite is ſo well underſtood, that, excluſive 
of thoſe who profeſs themſelves doctors, every raw 
Z ſurgeon, every idle apothecary, who can make intereſt 
+ BY with ſome fool-hardy coachmaker, may be ſeen dan- 
eing the hays in all places of public reſort, and grin- 
ning to one another from their reſpective carriages. 
Hence proceed many of thoſe cruel accidents which 
are recorded in the daily papers. An apothecary's 
= horſes take fright, and run away with his chariot, 
= which is heard of no more: an eminent ſurgeon bein 
= overturned, is ſo terrified at the thoughts of mutila- 
tion, that he reſolves to walk on foot all the days of 
his life; and the coachman of a phyſician of great 
practice, having the misfortune to be difabled by a 
fall from the box, his maſter can never find another to 
ſupply his place. 5 
None of theſe obſervations eſcaped the penetrating 
eye of Fathom, who, before he pretended to ſeat him- 
ſelf in his machine, had made proper enquiry into all 
the other methods practiſed, with a view to keep the 
wheels in motion. In his reſearches, he found that 
the great world was wholly engroſſed by a few prac- 
| | | titioners 
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titioners who had arrived at the ſummit of reputation, 
conſequently were no longer obliged to cultivate thoſe 
arts by which they roſe ; and that the reſt of the by. 
fineſs was parcelled out into ſmall incloſures, occupied 
by different groups of perſondges, male and female, 
who ſtood in rings, and toſſed the ball from one to 
another, there being in each department two ſets, the 
individuals of which relieved one another occaſionally, 
Every knot was compoſed of a waiting- woman, nurſe, 
apothecary, ſurgeon and phyſician, and ſometimes a 
midwife was admitted into the party; and in this 
manner the farce. was commonly performed. 


2 ine lady, fatigued with 1d)eneſs, complains of 


the vapours, is deprived of her reſt, though not ſo fick 
as to have recourſe to medicine: her favourite maid, 
tired with giving her attendance in the night, thinks 
proper, for the benefit of her own repoſe, to complain 
of a violent head-ach, and recommends to her miſtreſs 
2 nurſe of approved tenderneſs and diſcretion ; a: 
whoſe houſe (in all likelihood) the ſaid chamber-maid 
hath oft given the rendezvous to a male friend. The 
nurſe, well {killed in the myſteries of her occupation, 
perſuades the patient, that her malady, far from being 
flight or chimerical, may proceed to a very dangerous 


degree of the hyſterical affection, unleſs it be nipt in 


the bud, by ſome very effectual remedy : then ſhe re- 
counts a ſurprizing cure performed by a certain apo- 
thecary, and appeals to the teſtimony of the waiting- 
woman, who, being the goiltp of his wife, contirms 
the evidence, and corroborates the propoſal. The a- 
pothecary being ſummoned, finds her ladyſhip in ſuch 
a delicate fituation, that he declines preſcribing, and 
adviſes her to ſend for a phyſician without delay. The 
nomination, of courſe, falls to him; and the doctor 
being called, declares the neceſſity of immediate venc- 
ſection, which is accordingly performed by the ſur- 

This 


geon of the aſſociation, 
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This is one way of beginning the game, though 
the commencement often varies, and ſometimes the 
apothecary, and ſometimes the phyſician opens the 
ſcene; but, be that as it will, they always ap- 
pear in a ſtring, like a flight of wild geeſe, and each 
confederacy maintains a correſpondence with one par- 
ticular undertaker. Fathom, upon theſe conſidera- 
tions, ſet up his reſt in the firſt floor of an apothe- 
cary in the neighbourhood of Charing- eroſs, to whom 
he was introduced by a letter from a friend at 'Tun- 
bridge, and who, being made acquainted with his a- 
bility and ſcheme, promiſed to let ſlip no opportuni- 
ty of ſerving him; and, indeed, ſeemed to eſpouſe 
his intereſt with great alacrity. He introduced him 
to ſome of his patients, on the ſtrength of a gratis 
viſit ; ſounded forth his praiſe among all the E wo- 
men of his acquaintance; and even prevaiſed upon 
him to publiſh advertiſements, importing, that he 
would every day, at a certain time and place, give 
his advice to the poor for nothing ; hoping, that, by 
means of {ome lucky cure, his fame might be extend- 
ed, and his practice grow into requeſt, 

In the mean time, his chariot rolled along through 
all the moſt frequented ſtreets, during the whole fore- 
noon, and, at the uſua) hour, he never failed to make 
his appearance at the medical coffee-houſe, with all 
that ſolemnity of feature and addreſs, by which the 
modern ſons of Pæan are diſtinguiſhed ; not but that 
he was often pi.zzled about the decifion of his diur- 
nal route: for the method of driving up one ſtreet 
and down another, without halting, was become ſuch 
a {tale expedient, that the very prentices uſed to ſtand 
at the ſhop-doors, and ridicule the vain parade. At 
length, however, he peruſed the map of London with 
great diligence, and having acquired a diſtinct idea of 
its topography, uſed to alight at the end of long 
narrow thorough- fares, and paved courts, where the 
chariot was ordered to wait till his return, and,'walk- 

Vor. II. „ ing 


— 


= * 0 —ůůů 
5 N 


* * 9 4 1 — 4 
- W Le ” od Ar —— ety, * —— 2 — . —— Mer A * * 
I | 4 0 þ 22 3 4 or pagan 


* 
ma OR: —ů . n Eo " _ 
; - pr r N 
* 


o 
. 1 
£ 
b vt 
, 1 
*2 
K 7 
$4. 
21 
% ; 
q 1 
4 28 
N 14 
þ "3 
+ | 
| U 
- ” 
= 
5 F 
* 
8 1 
L N 
LL 
&- ; 
* 
43 * 
1 2 
* 1 1 
* . 
ve bf 
\ 
N 
I 
= 
* « 
5 < 
- x 
* 2 j 
9 5 * 
x 
4 j 
" 2 
7 
* 8 * 
4 
F = 
5 — 
ha 
» nl 
= 
* A 
£ 
þ 5 
=. 
* 
: 


98 THE ADVENTURES OF 


ing with great gravity through the different turnings 
of theſe alleys, regain his carriage by another pal. 
ſage, and reſume his ſeat with an air of vaſt import. 
ance. With a view to protract the time of his ſup- 
poſed viſits, he would, at one place, turn aſide to the 
wall; at another, cheapen an urinal; at a third cor- 
ner, read a quack advertiſement, or lounge a few mi- 
nutes in ſome bookſeller's ſhop; and laſtly, glide in- 
to ſome obſcure coffee-houſe, and treat himſelf with 


a dram of uſquebaugh. 


The other means uſed to force a trade, ſuch as or- 
dering. himſelf to be called from -church, alarmin 
the neighbourhood with knocking at his door in the 
night, receiving ſudden meſſages in places of reſort, 
and inſerting his cures by way of news in the daily 
Roms had been ſo injudiciouſly hackneyed by every 

eſperate ſculler in phyſic, that they had loſt their ef. 
fe& upon the public, and therefore were excluded from 
the plan of our adventurer, whoſe ſcheme, for the 
preſent, was to exert himſelf in winning the favour of 


thoſe ſage Sybils, who keep, as it were, the temple 


of medicine, and admit the young prieſt to the ler- 
vice of the altar : but this he confidered as a tempo- 
rary project only, until he ſhould have acquired inte- 
reſt enough to erect an hoſpital, lock, or infirmary, 
by the 5 ſubſcription of his friends; a ſcheme 
which had ſucceeded to a miracle with many of the 
profeſſion, who had raiſed themſelves into notice, up- 
on the carcaſes of the poor. | 

Yet, even this branch was already overſtocked, in- 
ſomuch that almoſt every ſtreet was furniſhed with 
one of theſe charitable receptacles, which, inftead of 
diminiſhing the taxes for the maintenance of the poor, 
encouraged the vulgar to be idle and diſſolute, by o- 
pening an aſylum to them and their families, from 
the diſeaſes of poverty and intemperance : for it re- 


mains to be proved, that the pariſh rates are decreaſ- 


ed, the bills of mortality leſſened, the people more 
8 | numerous, 
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numerous, or the ſtreets leſs infeſted with beggars, 
notwithſtanding the immenſe ſums yearly granted by 
individuals for the relief of the indigent. 

But, wy theſe reflections, Doctor Fathom hop- 
ed, that his landlord would be a moſt uſeful imple- 
ment for extending his influence; and, for that rea- 
ſon, admitted him into a degree of partnerſhip, after 
being fully convinced, that he was not under articles 
to any other phyſician. Nevertheleſs, he was very 
much miſtaken in reckoning on the importance of 
this new ally, who was, like himſelf, a needy adven- 
turer, ſettled upon credit, and altogether unemploy- 
F ed, except among the very refuſe of the people, whom 
= no other perſon would take the trouble to attend : ſo 
= that our hero got little elſe than experience and trou- 

1 ble, excepting a few guineas, which he made ſhift to 

1 glean among ſojourners with whom he became occa- 
ſionally acquainted, or young people, who had been 
unfortunate in their amours. | 

In the midſt of theſe endeavours, he did not omit 
his duty to the old gentlewoman, whoſe daughter he 
had cured at Tunbridge, and was always received 
with particular complacency ; which, perhaps, he in 
ſome meaſure owed to his genteel equipage, that gave 
credit to every door before which it was ſeen: yet 
Miſs Biddy was as inacceſſible as ever, while the mo- 
ther became more and more warm in her civilities ; 
till, at length, after having prepared him with ſome 
extraordinary compliments, ſhe gave him to under- 
ſtand, that Biddy was no better than a giddy-headed 
girl, far from being unexceptionable in her moral cha- 
racter, and particularly deficient in duty and grati- 
tude to her, who had been always a tender and indul- 
gent parent: ſhe was therefore determined to puniſh 
the young minx, for her levity and want of natural 
affection, by altering her own condition, could ſhe 
find a worthy and agreeable man, on whom ſhe could 
beſtow her hand and fortune without a bluſh, 
| E 2 | The 
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The film was inſtantly removed from Fathom's 
eyes by this declaration, which ſhe uttered with ſuch 
a ſignificancy of look, as thrilled to his ſoul with joy- 
ful preſage, while he replied, it would indeed be a dif- 
ficult taſk to find a man who merited ſuch happineſs 
and honour ; but, ſurely, ſome there were, who would 
taſk their faculties to the uttermoſt, in manifeſting 
their gratitude, and deſire of rendering themſelves 
worthy of ſuch diſtinction. Though this anſwer was 
pronounced in ſuch a manner, as gave her to under- 
ſand he had taken the hint, ſhe would not cheapen 
her condeſcenſion ſo much as to explain herſelf fur- 
ther at that juncture, and he was very well contented 
to woo her on her own terms: accordingly, he began 
to ſeaſon his behaviour with a ſpice of gallantry, 
when he had opportunities of being particular with 
this new inamorata ; and, in proportion to the returns 
ſhe made, he gradually detached himſelf from Miſs 
Biddy, by intermitting, and at laſt diſcontinuing, 
thoſe ardent expreſſions of love and admiration, which 
he had made ſhift to convey in private looks and 
ſtolen whiſpers, during the rancorous inſpection of 
her mother. 

Such alteration could not long eſcape the jealous 
eyes of the young lady, no more than the caule of 
this alienation, which, in a moment, converted all her 
love into irreconcileable hate, and filled her whole ſoul 
with the moſt eager defire of vengeance: for ſhe now 
not only conſidered him as a mercenary wretch, who 
had lighted her attractions for the ſordid gratitica- 
tions of avarice, but alſo as an interloper, who want- 
ed to intercept her fortune, in the odious character of 
a father-in-law. But, before, ſhe could brivg her aim 
to any ripeneſs of contrivance, her mother, having 
caught cold at church, was ſeized with a rheumatic 
fever, became delirious in lefs than three days, and 
notwithſtanding all the preſcriptions and care of her 
2dmirer, gave up the ghoſt, without having FE 

the 
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the uſe of her ſenſes, or been able to manifeſt, by 
will, the ſentiments ſhe entertained in favour of her 
phyſician, who (as the reader will eaſily perceive) 
had more. reaſons than one, to be mortally chagrined 
at this event. 5 1 

Miſs Biddy being thus put in poſſeſſion of the whole 
inheritance, not only renounced all correſpondence 
with Do&or. Fathom, by forbidding him the houte,, 


but likewiſe took all opportunities of prejudicing his 


character, by hinting, that her dear Mamma had fall- 
en a ſacrifice to his 1gnorance and preſumption. 


CHA tt kd 


Acquires employment, In conſequence of a lucky mife- 


carriage. | 


HESE ill offices, however, far from anſwering 


her purpoſe, had a quite contrary effect: for, 
in conſequence of her invectives, he was in a few 
days called to the wife of a merchant, who piouſly 
hoped, that his practice would not give Miſs Biddy 
the lie. The patient had long lingered under a com- 
plication of diſtempers, and, being in no immediate 
danger of her life, Doctor Fathom was in no hurry 
to {trike a deciſive ſtroke; till, the huſband growing 
impatient of delay, and ſo explicit in his hints, that 


it was impoſſible to miſapprehend his meaning, our 


adventurer reſolved to do ſomething effectual for his 


ſatisfaction, and preſcribed a medicine of ſuch rough. 
operation, as, he thought, mult either oblige his em- 


ployer, or produce a change in the lady's conſtitu- 
tion, that would make a noiſe in the world, and bring 

a new acceſſion to his fame. | „ 
Proceeding upon theſe maxims, he could not be 
diſeppointed. The remedy played its part with ſuch 
violence, as reduced the patient to extremity; and, 
E 3 | 
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the merchant had actually beſpoke an undertaker ; 
when, after a ſeries of ſwoonings and convulſions, na- 
ture ſo far prevailed, as to expel, at once, the pre- 
ſcription and the diſeaſe ; yet the good-natured huſ- 


band was ſo much affected with the agonies to which 


he ſaw the wife of his boſom expoſed by this ſpecific, 
that, although the effect of it was her perfect re- 
covery, he never could bear the ſight of Fathom for 
the future, nor ever hear his name mentioned, with- 
out giving ſigns of horror and indignation ; nay, he 
did not feruple to affirm, that, had our adventurer 
been endowed with the leaſt tincture of humanity, he 
would have ſuffered the poor woman to depart in 
peace, rather than reſtore her to health, at the ex- 


| pence of ſuch anxiety and torture. 


On the other hand, this extraordinary cure was 
blazoned abroad by the good lady and her goſſips, 
with ſuch exaggerations as rouſed the aſtoniſhment of 
the public, and concurred with the report of his laſt 
miſcarriage, to bring him upon the carpet, as the 
univerſal ſubject of diſcourſe. When a phyfician be- 
comes the town talk, he generally concludes his buſi- 
neſs more than half done, even though his fame ſhould 
wholly turn upon his mal-praQtice ; inſomuch, that 
ſome members of the faculty have been heard to com- 


Plain, that they never had the good fortune to be 


publicly accuſed of homicide: and it is well known, 
that a certain famous empiric of our day, never 


| flouriſhed to any degree of wealth and reputation, till 


after he had been attacked in print, and fairly con- 
victed of having deſtroyed a good number of the hu- 
man ſpecies. Succeſs raiſed upon ſuch a foundation, 
would, by a diſciple of Plato and fome modern mo- 
raliſts, be inſcribed to the innate virtue and generoſity 
of the human heart, which naturally eſpouſes the 
cauſe that needs protection; but I, whoſe notions of 
human excellence are not quite ſo ſublime, am apt to 


believe it is owing to that ſpirit of ſelf-conceit and 
| | contradigions 
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contradiction, which is, at leaſt, as univerſal, if not 
as natural, as the moral ſenſe ſo warmly contended 
ſor by thole idea] philoſophers. 

The moſt infamous wretch often finds his account 
in theſe principles of malevolence and ſelſ-love; for, 
whereſoever his character falls under diſcuſhon, there 
is generally ſome perſon preſent, who, either from 
an affectation of ſingularity, or envy to the accuſers, 
undertakes his defence, and endeavours to invalidate 
the articles of his impeachment, until he is heated by 
altercation, and hurried into more effectual meaſures 
for his advantage. - If ſuch benefits accrue to thoſe 
who have no real merit to depend upon, ſurely our 
hero could not but reap ſomething extraordinary 
from the debates to which he now gave riſe, as, by 
the miraculous cure he had effected, all his patient's 
friends, all the enemies of her huſband, all thoſe who 
_ envied his other adverſary, were intereſted in his be- 

half, excluſive of ſuch admirers as ſurprize and curi- 
oſity might engage in his cauſe, | | 

Thus wafted upon the wings of applauſe, his fame 
ſoon diffuſed itſelf into all the corners of this great 
capital. The news-papers teemed with his praiſe ; 
and, in order to keep up the attention of the public, 
his emiſſaries, male and. female, ſeparated into differ- 
ent coffee-houſes, companies, and clubs, where they 
did not fail to comment upon theſe articles of intelli- 
gence, Such a favourable incident is, of itſelf, ſuffi- 
cient to float the bark of a man's fortune. He was, 
in a few days, called to another lady labouring under 
the ſame diſorder he had ſo tucceſsfully diſpelled, and 
ſhe thought herſelf benefited by his advice. His ac- 
quaintance naturally extended itſelf among the viſi- 
tants and allies of his patients; he was recommended 
from family"to family; the fees began to multiply; 
a variety of footmen appeared every day at his door; 

he diſcontinued his ſham circuit ; and, looking upon 


the preſent conjuncture as that tide in his affairs, 
E 4 , which, 
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which, (according to Shakeſpeare), "BY taken at 
the full, leads on to fortune, he reſolved that the op- 
portunity ſhould not be loſt, and applied himſelf with 
fuch aſſiduity to his practice, that, in all likelihood, 
he would have carried the palm from all his cotem- 
poraries, had not he ſplit upon the fame rock which 
had ſhipwrecked his hopes before. 

We have formerly deſcanted upon that venereal ap- 
petite which glowed in the conſtitution of our adven— 
turer, and which all his philoſophy and caution could 
hardly keep within bounds. The reader, therefore, 

will not be much ſurprized to learn, that, in the ex- 
erciſe of his profeſſion, he contracted an intimacy 
with a clergyman's wife, whom he attended as a 
phyſician, and whoſe conjugal virtue he ſubdued by 
a long and diligent exertion of his deluſive arts, while 
her mind was enervated by fickneſs, and her hul- 

band abroad upon his neceſſary occaſions. This un- 
happy patient, who was a woman of an apreeable 
perſon, and lively converſation, fell a ſacrifice to her 
own ſecurity and felf-conceit. Her want of health 
had confined her to a ſedentary life ; and ber imagi- 
nation being active and reſtleſs, he had ſpent thoſe 
hours in reading, which other young women devote 
to company aud diverſion : but, as her ſtudies were 
not ſuperintended by any perſon of taſte, ſhe had in- 
dulged her own fancy without method or propriety. 
Lhe Spectator taught her to be a critic and philoſo- 
pher; from plays ſhe learned poetry and wit; aid 
derived her knowledge of life from books of hiſtory 
and adventures. Fraught with theſe acquiſitions, aud 
furniſhed by nature with uncommon vivacity, ſhe de- 
{piſed her own ſex, and courted the ſociety of men, 
among whom ſhe thought her talents might be more 
honourably diſplayed, fully confident of her own vir- 
tue and ſagacity, which ee her to ſet all their 
arts at defiance. _ 

Thus 
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Thus qualified, ſhe, in an eyil hour, had recourſe: 


w the advice of our adventurer, for ſome ailment un- 
der which ſhe had long laboured, and found fuch re- 
lief from his (kill, as very much prepoſſeſſed her in his 
favour. She was no leſs pleaſed with his obliging 
manner, than with his phytic, and found much enter- 
tainment in his converſation; ſo that the acquaint- 
ance proceeded to a degree of intimacy; during which, 
ne perceived her weak ſide; and being enamour— 
ed of her perſon, flattered her out of all her caution.. 
The privilege of his character furniſhed him with op- 
portunities to lay ſnares for her virtue, and, takin 
advantage of that liſtleſſneſsg languor, and indolence of 
the ſpirits, by which all the vigilance of the ſoul is 
relaxed, he, after a long courſe of attention and perſe- 
verance, found means to make ſhipwreck of her peace. 
Though. he maſtered her chaſtity, he could not: 
quiet her conſcience, which inceſſantly upbraided her 


with breach of the marriage-vow ; nor did her un- 


doer eſcape without a ſhare of the reproaches ſuggeſt- 
ed by her penitence and remorſe. This internal 


_ anxiety co-operating with her diſeaſe, and, perhaps, 


with the medicines he preſcribed, reduced her to the 
brink of the grave; when her huſband returned from. 
a neighbouring kingdom, in conſequence of her earn- 
eſt requelt, joined to the information of her friends, 
who had written to him an account of the extremity in 
which ſhe was. The good man was afflicted beyond. 
meaſure, when he ſaw himſelf upon the verge of loſing 
a wife whom he had always tenderly. loved: but, 


what were his emotions, when ſhe, taking the firſt: 


opportunity of his beiug alone with her, accoſted him: 
to this effect: „“ I am now haſtening towards thats 
diſſolution, from which no mortal. is exempted ; and 


| though the proſpect of futurity is. altogether clouded! 


and uncertain, my conſcience. will not allow. me to. 
Plunge into eternity, without unburdening my mind,, 
and, by an ingenuous confeſſion, making all the as. 

9 f ö tovementt 
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tonement in my power for the ingratitude I have been 
guilty of, and the wrongs I have committed againſt 
a virtuous huſband, who never gave me cauſe of com- 


Plaint. You ſtand amazed at this preamble ; but, 


alas! how will you be ſhocked, when I own that 1 
have betrayed you in your abſence; that I have treſ- 
paſſed againſt God and my marriage-vow, and ha ve fal- 
len from the pride and confidence of virtue, to the moſt 
abject ſtate of vice: yes, I have been unfaithful to 
your bed, having fallen a victim to the infernal inſi- 
nuations of a villain, who took advantage of my weak 
and unguarded moments. Fathom is the wreich 
who hath thus injured y#ur honour, and ruined my 
unſuſpeQing innocence. I have nothing to plead in 
alleviation of my crime, but the moſt ſincere contri- 
tion of heart; and though, at any other juncture, I 
could not expect your forgiveneſs, yet, as I now 
touch the goal of life, I truſt in. your humanity and 
benevolence, for that pardon which will lighten the 
ſorrows of my foul, and thoſe prayers which, I hope, 
will entitle me to favour at the throne of grace.” 
The poor huſband was ſo much overwhelmed with 
grief and confuſion at this unexpected addreſs, that he 
cCould not recolleQ himſelf till after a pauſe of ſeveral 
minutes, when, uttering a hollow groan ; “ 1 will not 
(ſaid he) aggravate. your ſufferings, by reproaching 
you with my wrongs: though your conduct hath been 
but an ill return for all my tenderneſs and efteem, I 
look upon it as a trial of my Chriftian patience, and 
bear my misfortune with refignation. Meanwhile, I 
forgive you from my heart, and fervently pray, that 
your repentance may be acceptable to the father of 
mercy.” go ſaying, he approached her bed-fide, and 
embraced her in token of his ſincerity. Whether this 
generous condeſcenſion diffuſed ſuch a compoſure up- 
on her ſpirits, as tended to the eaſe and retreſhment 
of nature, which had been almoſt exhauſted by 3 
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and vexation, certain it is, that, from this day, ſhe 
began to ſtruggle with her malady in ſurpriſing ef- 
forts, and hourly gained ground, until her health was 
pretty well re-eſtabliſhed. 1 ; 
This recovery was ſo far beyond the huſband's ex- 
pectation, that he began to make very ſerious reflec- _ 
tions on the event, and even to wiſh he had not been 
quite ſo precipitate in pardoning the backſlidings of 


his wife; for, though he could not withhold his com- 


paſſion from a dying penitent, he did not at all reliſh 
the thoughts of cohabiting, as uſual, with a wife 
felf- convicted of the violation of the matrimonial con- 
tract. He therefore conſidered his declaration as no 
more than a proviſional pardon, to take place on con- 
dition of her immediate death; and, in a little time, 
not only communicated to her his ſentiments on this 
ſubje&, but alſo ſeparated himſelf from her company, 


ſccured the evidence of her maid, who had been confi- 


dante in her amour with Fathom, and immediately 
ſet on foot a proſecution againſt our adventurer, whoſe 
behaviour to his wife he did not fail to promulgate, 
with all its aggravating circumſtances. By theſe 
means, the Doctor's name became ſo notorious, that 
every man was afraid of admitting him into his houſe, 


and every woman aſhamed of ſoliciting his advice, 


* 


C HAP. EF. 


His eclipſe, and gradual declination. 


. % ee ſeldom come ſingle. Upon 
the back of this hue and cry, he unluckily 
preſcribed phlebotomy to a gentleman of ſome rank, 
who chanced to expire during the operation, and 
quarrelled with his landlord the apothecary, who 
Charged him with having forgot the good offices he 
| bad 
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had done him in the beginning of his career, and de- 
fired he would provide himſelf with another lodging. 
- All theſe miſhaps treading upon the heels of one 
another, had a very mortifying effect upon his prac- 


| tice. At every tea-table, his name was occaſionally 


put to the. torture, with that of the vile creature 
whom he had ſeduced, though it was generally taken 
for granted by all thoſe female caſuiſts, that ſhe muſt 
have made the firſt advances ; for it could not be ſu 

poſed that any man would take much trouble in lay— 
ing ſchemes for the ruin of a perſon whoſe attractions 
were ſo ſlender, eſpecially conſidering the ill {tate of 
her health, a circumſtance that ſeldom adds to a wo- 
man's beauty or good humour :* beſides, ſhe was al- 
ways a pert minx, that affected ſingularity and a 
maſculine manner of ſpeaking; and many of them 


had foreſeen that ſhe would, ſome time or other, 


Bring herſelf into ſuch a premunire. At all goſſip- 
ings where the apothecary or his wife aſſiſted, Fa- 
thom's pride, ingratitude, and malpraftices, were can- 
vaſſed ; in all clubs of married men, he was mention- 
ed with marks of abhorrence and deteſtation; and 
every medica] coffee-houſe rung with his reproach. 
Tuſtances of his. ignorance and preſumption were 
quoted, and many particulars feigned, for the pur- 
pole of defamation ; ſo that our hero was exactly in 
the ſituation of a horſeman, who, in riding at full 
ſpeed for the plate, is thrown from the ſaddle in the 
middle of the race, and left without ſenſe or motion 
upon the plain. His progreſs, though rapid, had 


been ſo ſhoxt, that he could not be ſuppoſed” to have 


laid up ſtore againſt ſuch a day of trouble; and, as. 


he ftilþ cheriſhed hopes of ſurmounting thoſe obſtacles 


which had ſo ſuddenly ſtarted up in his way, he would 


not reſigu his equipage, nor retrench his expences, 
, in all public places, with that 
_ _ frrenity and confidence of feature which he had never 


but appeared, as uſua 


grpolited, and maintained his external pomp * 
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and the credit he had acquired by the punctuality of 
former payments. Both theſe funds, however, failed 
in a very little time: his law-ſuit was a gulf that 
ſwallowed up all his ready money ; and the gleanings 
of his practice were ſcarce ſufficient to anſwer his 
pocket-expences, which now increaſed in proportion 
to the decreaſe of buſineſs; for, as he had more idle 
time, and was Jeſs admitted into private families, ſo 
he thought he had more occaſion to enlarge his ac- 
quaintance among his own ſex, who alone were able 
to ſupport him in his diſgrace with the other. He 


accordingly” liſted himſelf in ſeveral clubs, and en- 


deavoured to monopolize the venereal branch of trade, 
though this was but an indifferent reſource ;' for al- 
moſt all his patients of, this claſs, were ſuch as either 
could not, or would not properly recompence the 
phy ſician. . | 

For ſome time he lingered in this ſituation, with- 
out poing upwards or downwards, floating like a 
wiſp of . at the turning of the tide, until he 
eould no longer amuſe the perſon of whom he had 


hired his coach-horſes, or poſtpone the other demands, 
which multiplied upon him every day. Then was his 


chariot overturned with a hideous craſh, and his face 
ſo much wounded with the ſhivers of the glaſs, which 
went to pieces in the fall, that he appeared in the 
coffee houſe with half a dozen black patches upon his 
countenance, gave a moſt circumitantial detail of the 
riſk he had run, and declared; that he did not believe 
he ſhould ever hazard himſelf again in any ſort of 
wheel-carriage. | YE, : 

Soon after this accident, he took an opportunity 
of telling his friends, in the ſame public place, that 
he had turned away his footman on account of his 
drunkenneſs, and was reſolved, for the future, to keep 
none but maids in his ſervice, becauſe the men-ſer- 
vants are generally impudent, lazy, debauched, or 
g diſhoneſt; 
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whom, from the driver's information, he underſtood 
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diſhoneſt ; and, after all, neither ſo neat, handy, or 


agreeable as the other ſex, In the rear of this reſo. 
Jution, he ſhifted his lodgings into a private court, 


being diſtracted with the din of carriages, that dil. 


turb the inhabitants who live towards the open ſtreet ; 
and gave his acquaintance to underſtand, that he had 
a medical work upon the anvil, which he could not 
finiſh without being induJged in filence and tranquil- 
lity. In effect, he gradually put on the exteriors of 
an author. His watch, with a horizontal movement 
by Grakam, which he had often mentioned, and 
ſhown as a very curious piece of workmanſhip, began, 
about this time, to be very much out of order, and 
was committed to the care of a mender, who was in 
no hurry to reſtore it. His tye-wig degenerated into 
a major : he ſometimes appeared without a ſword, 
and was even obſerved in public with a ſecond day's 
ſhirt : at laſt, his clothes became ruſty ; and, when 


he walked about the ſtreets, his head turned round in 


a ſurpriſing manner, by an involuntary motion in his 
neck, which he had contracted by an habit of re- 
connoitring the ground, that he might avoid all 
dangerous or diſagreeable encounters, | 

Fathom, finding himſelf deſcending the hill of for- 


tune with an acquired gravitation, ſtrove to catch at 


every- twig, in order to ſtop or retard his deſcent. 
He now regretted the opportunities he had neglected, 
of marrying one of ſeveral women of moderate for- 
tune, who , made advances to him in the zenith 
of his reputation; and endeavoured, by forcing him- 
ſelf into a lower path of life than any he had hitherto 
trod, to keep himſelf afloat, with the portion of ſome 
tradeſman's daughter, whom he meant to eſpouſe. 
While he exerted himſelf in this purſuit, he happened, 
in returning from a place about thirty miles from 
London, to become acquainted, in the ſtage coach, 
with a young woman, of a very homely appearance, 


to 


* 
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to be the niece of a country juſtice, and daughter of 


a ſoap-boiler, who had lived and died in London, 
and left her, in her infancy, ſole heireſs of his effects, 
which amounted to four thouſand pounds. The 
uncle, who was her guardian, had kept her ſacred 


from the knowledge of the world, reſolving to effect 


a match betwixt her and his own ſon ; and it was 
with much difficulty he had conſented to this jour- 
ney, which ſhe had undertaken as a viſit to her own 


mother, who had married a ſecond hufband in town. 
Fraught with theſe anecdotes, Fathom began to 


put forth his gallantry and good humour, and, in a 
word, was admitted by the lady to the privilege of 
an acquaintance, in which capacity he viſited her du- 


ring the term, of her -refidence in London; and as 


there was no time to be loſt, declared his honourable 
intention : he had ſuch a manifeſt advantage, in 
point of perſonal accompliſhments, over the youn 

entleman who was deftined for her huſband, that 
ſhe did not diſdain his propoſals, and before ſhe ſet 


out for the country, he had made ſuch progreſs in her 


heart, that the day was actually fixed for their nup- 
tials, on which he faithfully promiſed to carry her off 
in a coach and fixx How to raife money for this ex- 
pedition, was all the difficulty that remained ; for, by 


this time, his finances were utterly dried up, and his 


credit altogether exhauſted. Upon a very preſſing 
occaſion, he had formerly applied himſelf to a cer- 
tain wealthy quack, who had relieved his neceſſities 
by lending him a ſmall ſum of money, in return for 


having communicated to him a ſecret medicine, which 
he affirmed to be the moſt admirable ſpecific that 


ever was invented. The noftrum had been uſed, and, 


luckily for him, ſucceeded in the trial; ſo that the 


empiric, in the midſt of his ſatisfaction, began to 
refle&t, that this ſame Fathom, who pretended to be 
in poſſeſſion of a great many remedies equally effica- 
cious, would certainly become a formidable rival to 

| : him 
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him in his buſineſs, ſhould he ever be able to extri. 
cate himſelf from his preſent difficulties. *' 

In conſequence of theſe ſuggeſtions, he reſolved to 
keep our adventurer's head under water, by maintain. 
ing him in the molt abject dependence : accordingly 
he had, from time to time, accommodated him with 
ſmall” trifles, which barely ferved to ſupport his exiſt— 
ence, and even for theſe had taken notes of hand, 
that he might have a ſcourge over his head, in cafe he 
ſhould prove inſolent or refractory. To this benelac- 
tor, Fathom applied for a reinforcement of twenty 

zuineas, which he ſolicited with the more confidence, 
as that ſum would certainly enable him to repay all 
bother obligatione. The quack would advance the 
money upon no other condition, than that of knowing 
the ſcheme, which being explained, he complied with 
Ferdinand's requeſt; but, at the ſame time, privately 
diſpatched an expreſs to the young lady's uncle, with 
a full account of the whole conſpiracy ; ſo that when 
the doctor arrived at the inn, according to appoint- 
ment, he was received by his worſhip, in perſon, who 
ave him to underſtand, that his niece had changed 
| her mind, and gone fifty miles farther into the coun- 
try to viſit a relation. This was a grievous difap- 
ointment to Fathom, who really believed his miſtreſs 
had forſaken him through mere levity and caprice, 
and was not undeceived till ſeveral months after her 
marriage with her couſin, when, at an accidental 
meeting in London, ſhe explained the ſtory of the ſe- 
cret intelligence, and excuſed her marriage, as the 
effect of rigorous uſage and compulſion. ; 

Had our hero been really enamoured of her perſon, 
he might have, probably, accompliſhed his wiſhes, 
notwithſtanding the ſteps ſhe had taken: but this was 
not the caſe; his paſſion was of a different nature, and 
the object of it effectually without his reach. With 
regard to his wppetite for women, as it was an in— 


firmity of his conſtitution which he could not over- 
come 
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come, and as he was in no condition to gratify 1t at 


a great expence, he had of late choſen an houſe- 


keeper from the hundreds of Drury, and, to avoid 
ſcandal, allowed her to aſſume his name. As to the 
intimation which had been ſent to the country juſlice, 
he immediately imputed it to the true author, whom 
he marked for his vengeance accordingly ; but, in the 
mean time, ſuppreſſed his reſentment, becauſe he, in 
ſome meaſure, depended upon him for ſubſiſtence. 
On the other hand, the quack, dreading the forward- 
neſs and plauſibility of our hero, which might, one 
time or other, render him independent, put a ſtop to 
thoſe ſupplies, on pretence of finding them inconve- 
nient; but, out of his friendſhip and good will to 
Fathom, undertook to procure for him ſuch letters of 
recommendation, as would infallibly make his for- 
tune in the Weſt- Indies, and even to fit him out in a 
gentee] manner for the voyage. Ferdinand perceived 
his drift, and thanked him for his generous offer, 
which he would not fail to conſider with all due deli- 
beration; though he was determined againſt the pro- 
poſal, but obliged to temporize, that he might not 
_ the diſpleaſure of this man, at whole mercy 

e lay. 6 : 2 
Meanwhile, the proſecution againſt him, in Doc» 


tors Commons, drew near a period, and the law- 


yers were clamorous for money, without which he 
foreſaw he ſhould loſe the advantage which his cauſe 


had lately acquired by the death of his antagoniſt's 


chief evidence: he therefore, {ceing every other chan- 
ne] ſhut up, began to doubt, whether the riſk of bein 

apprehended or ſlain in the character of a highway- 
man, was not over-balanced by the proſpect of being 
acquitted of a charge which had ruined his reputa- 
tion and fortune, and actually entertained thoughts of 
taking the air on Honſlow Heath, when he was di- 
verted from this expedient by a very ſingular ad- 
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CHAP BY. 
Hier divers unſucceſsful efforts, he has recourſe to the 


matrimonial no9ſe. 


HaxcinG to meet with one of his acquaintance 

at a certain coffeehouſe, the diſcourſe turned 
upon the characters of mankind, when, among other 
oddities, his friend brought upon the carpet a cer- 
tain old gentlewoman of ſuch a rapacious diſpoſition, 
that like a jick-daw, ſhe never beheld any meta}line © 
ſubſtance without an inclination, and even an effort to 
ſecrete it for her own uſe and contemplation : nor was 
this infirmity originally produced from indigence, in- 
aſmuch as her.circumſtances had been always affluent, 
and ſhe was now poſſeſſed of a confiderable ſum of 
money in the funds; notwithſtanding which, the 
avarice of her nature tempted her to let lodgings, 
though few people could live under the ſame roof 
with ſuch an original, who, rather than be idle, had 
often filched pieces of her own plate, and charged 
her ſervants with the theft, or hinted ſuſpicion of her 
lodgers. Fathom, ſtruck with the deſcription, ſoon 
perceived how this woman's diſeaſe might be convert- 
ed to his advantage; and after having obtained ſuffi- 
cient intelligence, on pretence of ſatisfying his curio- 
ſity, he viſited the widow, in conſequence of a bill at 
her door, and actually hired an apartment in her 
bouſe, whither he forthwith repaired with his inamo- 
rata. It was not long before he perceived, that his 
landlady's character had not been miſrepreſented ; he 
fed her diſtemper with divers inconſiderable trinkets, 
ſuch as copper medals, cork ſcrews, odd buckles, and 
a paltry ſeal ſet in filver, which were, at different 
times, laid as baits for her infirmity, and always con- 
veyed away with remarkable eagerneſs, which he and 


his Dalcinea took pleaſure in obſerving from an un- 
| | ſuſpected 
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ſuſpected place. Thus confirmed in his opinion, he, 
at length, took an opportunity of expoſing a meta} 
watch that belonged to his miſtreſs, and ſaw it ſeized, 
with great ſatisfaction, in the abſence of his help- 


mate, who had youu abroad on purpoſe. gene : 
e 


to inſtruction, ſhe ſoon returned, and began to ra! 
a terrible clamour about the loſs of her watch ; upon 
which ſhe was condoled by her landlady, who ſeemed 
to doubt the integrity of the maid, and even pro- 
poſed, that Mrs Fathom ſhould apply to ſome jultice 
of the peace, for a warrant te ſearch the ſervants 
trunk, The lady thanked her for the good advice, 
in compliance with which, ſhe had immediate re- 
courſe to a magiſtrate, who granted a ſearch warrant, 
not againſt the maid, but the miſtreſs; and ſhe,” in a 
little time, returned with, the conſtable at her back. 
Theſe precautions being taken, Doctor Fathom de- 
ſired a private conference with the old gentlewoman, 
in which he gave her to underſtand, that he had un- 
doubted proofs of her having ſecreted, not only the 
watch, but alſo ſeveral other odd things, of leſs 
conſequence, which he had loſt fince his reſidence in 
her houſe : he then ſhewed the warrant he had ob- 
tained againſt her, and aſked if ſhe had any thing to 
offer, why the conſtable ſhould not do his duty. In- 
exprefſible were the anguith and confuſion of the de- 


feddant, when fhe found herſelf thus entrapped, and 


reflected that ſhe was on the point of being detected 
of felony ; for ſhe at once concluded, that the ſnare 


was laid for her, and knew, that the officer of juſtice 


would certainly find the unlucky watch in one of the 
drawers of her ſcrutoire, 

Tortured with theſe ſuggeſtions, afraid of public 
diſgrace, and dreading the conſequence of legal con- 
viction, ſhe fell on her knees before the injured Fa- 
thom, and after having imputed her crime to the 
temptations of neceſſity, implored his compaſſion, 
promiſed to reſtore the watch, and every thing = 
3 ; had 
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had taken, and begged he would diſmiſs the con. 
> ſtable, that her reputation might not ſuffer in the eye 
of the world. | ng EY 
Ferdinand, with a ſeverity of countenance purpoſe. 
ly aſſumed, obſerved, that were ſhe really indigent, 
he had charity enough to forgive what ſhe had done; 
but, as he knew her circumſtances were opulent, he 
8 looked upon this excuſe as an aggravation of her 
guilt, which was certainly the effect of a vicious in- 
elination; and he was therefore determined to proſe- 
cute her with the utmoſt ſeverity of the law, as an 
\ example and terror to others, who might be infected 
with the ſame evil diſpoſition. Finding 
all her tears and entreaties, ſhe changed the note, aud 
offered him one hundred guineas, if he would com- 
promiſe the affair, and drop the proſecution, ſo as 
that her character ſhould ſuſtain no damage, After 
much argumentation, he conſented to accept of double 
the ſum ; which being inſtantly paid in Eaſt India 
bonds, Doctor Fathom told the conſtable, that the 
watch was found; and for once her reputation was 
patched up. This ſeaſonable ſupply enabled our hero 
to ſtand trial with his adverſary, who was nonſuited, 
and alſo to mend his external appearance, which, ot 
late, had not been extremely magnificent, 
Soon after this gleam of good fortune, a tradel- 
man, to whom he was conſiderably indebted, ſeeing 
no other probable means to recover his money, 1ntro- 
duced Fathom to the acquaintance of a young widow 


who lodged at his houſe, and was ſaid to be in pol- 


ſeſſion of a confiderable fortune. Conlidering the 
Reps that were taken, it would have been almoſt im- 
poſſible for him to miſcarry in his addreſſes. Ihe 
lady had been bred in the country, was unacquainted 
with the world, and of a very ſanguine diſpoſition, 
which her ſhort trial of matrimony had not ſerved to 
coo]. Our adventurer was inſtructed to call at the 
tradeſman's houſe, as if by accident, at an appointed 


time, | 


* * 


1 


him deaf to 


. 
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time, when the widow was drinking tea with her 
landlady. On theſe occaſions he always behaved to 
admiration. She liked his perſon, and praiſed his 
politeneſs, good-humour, and good ſenſe. Hig con- 
federates extolled him as a prodigy of learning, taſte, 
and good-nature ; they likewiſe repreſented him as a 
perſon on the eve of eclipſing all his competitors in 
phylic. An acquaintance and intimacy ſoon enſued ; 
nor was he reſtricted in point of opportunity. In a 
word, he ſucceeded in his endeavours; and one even- 
Ing, on pretence of attending her to the play, he ac- 
companied her to the Fleet, where they were married, 
in preſence of the tradeſman and his wife, who were 
of the party. | | Fw 5 

This grand affair being accompliſhed to his ſatiſ- 
faction, he next day viſited her brother, who was a 
counſellor of the Temple, to make him acquainted 
with the ſtep his ſiſter had taken; and, though the 
lawyer was not a little mortified, to find ſhe had made 
ſuch a clandeftine match, he behaved civilly to his 
new brother-in-law, and gave him to underſtand, that 
his wife's fortune conſiſted of a jointure of one hun- 
dred and fiſty pounds a year, and fifteen hundred 
pounds bequeathed to her during her widowhood, by 
her own father, who had taken the precaution of ſet 
tiling it in the hands of truſtees, in ſuch a manner, as 
that any huſband ſhe might afterwards eſpouſe, ſhould 


/ 


be reſtricted from encroaching upon the capital, which 


was reſerved for the benefit of her heirs, This inti- 
mation was far from being agreeable to our hero, who 
had been informed, that this ſum was abſolutely at 
the lady's diſpoſal, and had actually deſtined the 
greateſt part of it for the payment of his debts, for 
defraying the expence of turniſhing an elegant houſe, 

and ſetting: up a new equipage. - 
Notwithſtanding this diſappointment, he reſolved 
to carry on his plan, upon the credit of his marriage, 
"which was publiſhed in a very pompous article of the 
6 ; newſpapers ; 


- 
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newſpapers : a chariot was beſpoke, a ready furnit;. 
ed houſe immediately taken, and Doctor Fathom be. 
gan to re- appear in all his former ſplendour, 

His good friend the empiric; alarmed at this event, 
which not only raiſed our adventurer into the ſphere 
of a dangerous rival, but alſo furniſhed him with 
means to revenge the ill office he had ſuſtained at his 
hands, in the adventure- of the former match ; for, 
by this time, Fathom had given him ſome hints, im- 
porting, that he was not ignorant of his treaciieroy; 
behaviour : Rouſed, I fay, by theſe conſiderations, 

he employed one of his emiſſaries, who had ſome 
knowledge of Fathom's brother-in-law, to prejudice 
him againſt our adventurer, whom he repreſented as a 
needy ſharper, not only overwhelmed with debt and 
diſgrace, but likewiſe previouſly married to a poor 
woman, who was prevented by nothing but want, 


from ſeeking redreſs at law. To confirm theſe aſſer- 


tions, he gave him a detail of Fathom's incumbran- 
ces, which he had Jearned for the purpoſe, -and even 


brought the counſellor in company with the perſon 


who had lived with our hero before marriage, and 
who was ſo much incenſed at her abrupt diſmifſion, 
that ſhe did not ſcruple to corroborate theſe allega- 
-tions of the informer. | 

The lawyer, ſtartled at this intelligence, ſet on foot 


a minute enquiry into the life and converſation of the 
Doctor, which turned out ſo little to the advantage 


of his character and circumſtances, that he reſolved, 
if poſſible, to diſunite him from his family; and, as 


a previous ſtep, repeated to his ſiſter all that he had 
heard to the prejudice of her huſband, not forgetting 


to produce the evidence of his miſtreſs, who laid claim 


to him by a prior title, which, ſhe pretended, could 


be proved by the teſtimony of the clergyman who 
joined them. Such an explanation could not fail to 
inflame the xeſentment of the injured wife, who, at 
the very firſt opportunity, giving a looſe to the im- 

| petuoſity 
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petuoſity of her temper, upbraided our hero with the 
moſt bitter invectives for his perfidious dealing. | 
Ferdinand, conſcious of his own innocence, which 
he had not always'to plead, far from attempting to 
ſoothe her indignation, aſſumed the authority and 
rerogative of an huſband, and ſharply reprehended 
9s for her credulity and indecent warmth. This re- 
buke, inſtead of filencing, gave new ſpirit and 
volubility to her reproaches, in the courſe of which, 
ſhe plainly taxed him with want of honeſty and 
affection, and ſaid, that though his pretence was 
love, his aim was no other than a baſe deſign upon 
her fortune. | 4 | 
Fathom, ſtung with theſe accuſations, which he 
really did not deſerve, replied with uncommon heat, 
and charged her, in his turn, with want of ſincerity 
and candour, in the falſe account ſhe had given of 
that ſame fortune, before marriage: he even magni- 
fied his own condeſcenhon, in ſurrendering his liberty 
to a woman, who had fo little to recommend her to 
the addreſſes of the other ſex; a reflection which 


provoked this mild creature to ſuch a degree of 


animoſity, that, forgetting her duty and allegiance, 
ſhe lent him a box on the ear, with ſuch energy as 
made his eyes water; and he, for the honour of his 
manhood and ſovereignty, having waſhed her face 
with a diſh of tea, withdrew abruptly to a coffee- 
houſe in the neighbourhood, where he had not lon 
remained, when bis paſhon ſubſided, and he then ſaw 
the expediency of an immediate reconciliation, which 
he reſolved to purchaſe, even at tue expence of a 
ſubmiſſion, | 

lt was pity that ſuch a ſalutary reſolution had not 
been ſooner taken: for when he returned to his own 
| Houſe, he underſtood that Mrs Fathom had gone 


abroad in an hackney coach; and upon examining - 


her apartment, in lieu of her clothes and trinkets, 


which ſhe had removed with admirable Uexterity and 


diſpatch, 
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diſpatch, he found this billet in one of the drawer, 
of her bureau. Sir, being convinced that you are 
a cheat and an impoſtor, I have withdrawn myſelf 
from your cruelty and machinations, with a view to 
ſolicit the protection of the law; and I doubt not 
but 1 ſhall ſoon be able to prove, that you have no bf 
juſt title to, or demand upon the perſon or effects o ß 
the unfortunate Sarah Muddy.” Fo 
The time had been when Mr Fathom would have 85 
allowed Mrs Muddy to refine at her leiſure, ang 
bleſſed God for his happy deliverance; but at preſent 5 
the caſe was quite altered. Smarting as he was from 25 
the expence of law-ſuits, he dreaded a proſecution for : 
bigamy, which (though he had juſtice on his ſide) he s 
knew he could not of himſelf ſupport : befides, all his 2 
other ſchemes of life were fruſtrated by this unlucky | 
elopement: he therefore ſpeedily determined to an- 4 
ticipate, as much as in him lay, the malice of his 1 
enemies, and to obtain, without delay, authentic 
documents of his marriage. With this view he haſt- 
ened to the houſe of the tradeſman, who, with his 
wife, had been witneſs to the ceremony and conſum- 
mation; and, in order. to intereſt them the more 
_ warmly in his cauſe, made a pathetic recital of this 
unhappy breach, in which he had ſuffered ſuch injury 
and inſult : but all his rhetoric would not avail; Mrs 
Muddy had been beforehand with him, and proved 
the better orator of the two; for ſhe had aſlailed 
this honeſt couple with ſuch tropes and figures of 
eloquence, as were altogether irreſiſtible. Neverthe- 
| Jeſs, they heard our hero to an end with great 
patience: then the wife, who was the common 
mouth upon all ſuch occaſions, contracting her fea- 
tures into a very formal diſpoſition, „ PI} affure you, 
ſaid ſhe, Doctor Fathom, my huſband and 1 have 
been in a very great terrification and numpluſh, to 
hear ſuch bad things of a perſon, whom, as one may 
"ay, we thought a worthy gentleman, and were ready 


to. 
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to ſerve at all times, by day and by night, as the 
faying is; and beſides, for all that, you know, and 
God knows, as we are duſtrious people, and work 
hard for what we get, and we have ſerved gentlemen 
to our own harm, whereby my huſband was laſt Tueſ- 
day ſerved with a ſiſerary, being that he was bound 
for an officer that ran away: and I ſaid to my huſ- 
band, Timothy, ſays I, 'tis a very hard thing for one 
to ruin one's ſelf for ſtranger people. There's Doctor 
Fathom, ſays I, his account comes to nine and forty 
pounds ſeven ſhillings and four-pence half-penny ; 
and you know, Doctor, that was before your laft bill 
began: but, howſomever, little did I think, as how 
a gentleman of your learning, would go to deceive à 
poor gentlewoman, when you had another wife alive.“ 
In vain did our adyenturer endeavour to vindicate 
himſelf from this aſperſion: the good woman, like a 
reat many modern diſputants, proceeded with her 
88 without ſeeming to hear what was ſaid 
on the other ſide of the queſtion; and the huſband 
was altogether neutral. At * Ferdinand find- 
ing all his proteſtations ineffectual, „ Well, ſaid 
he, though you are reſolved, I ſee, to diſcredit all 
that I can ſay in oppoſition to that ſcandalous ſlander, 
of which I can eafily acquit myſelf in a court of juſtice, 
ſurely you will not refuſe to grant me a certificate, 
lignifying, that you were 8 at the ceremony of 
my marriage with this unhappy woman.“ „ You 
ſhall excuſe us, (replied the female orator) ; people 
cannot be too wary in ſigning their names, in this 
wicked world; many a one has been brought to 
ruination by ſigning his name, and my huſband ſhall 
not, with my ws | will, draw himſelf into ſuch 2 
primmineery.“ | ; 
Fathom, alarmed at this refuſal, earneſtly argued 
againſt the inhumanity and injuſtice of it, appealin 
to their own conſciences for the reaſonableneſs of his 
propoſal; but, from the evaſive anſwers of the wife, 
Vol. II. F he 
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he had reaſon to believe, that, long before the time 
of trial, they, would take care to Fave fotgotten the 
whale tranſaction. $04 WE: 
Though he was equally confounded and incenſe] 
at this inſtance of their perfidy, he durſt not manifeſt 


his indignation, conſcious: of the advantage they had 


over him in divers reſpects; but repaired, without 
loſs of time, to the lodging of the clergyman who 
had nooſed him, reſolving to conſult his regiſter, and 
ſecure his evidence, Here, too, his evil genius had 
got the ſtart of him; for the worthy eceleſiaſtie not 
only could not recolle& his features, or find his name 
19 the regiſter, but, when importuned by his preſſing 
remonſtrances, took umbrage at the freedom of his 
behaviour, and threatened, if he would not immedi— 
ately take himſelf away, to raiſe the poſſe of the 
Fleet, for the ſafety of his own perſon. . 
Rather than put the paſtor to the trouble of alarm- 
10g his flock, he retreated with a heavy heart, and 
went in queſt of his miſtreſs, whom he had diſmiſſed 
at his marriage, in hopes of effecting a reconciliation, 
and preventing her from joining in the conſpiracy a- 
9 9 9 but, alas! he met with ſuch a reception 
as he had reaſon to expect from a lighted woman, 
who had never felt any real attachment for his perſon. 
She did not upbraid him with his cruelty, in leaving 
her as a miſtreſs; but, with a ſpecies of effrontery 
never enough to be admired, reproached him with his 
villany in 5 her, who was his true and lau- 
ful wife, to go and ruin a poor gentlewoman, by 
whoſe fortune he had been allured. | 

When he attempted to expoſtulate with this virago 
upon the barbarity of this aſſertion, ſhe very prudent- 
Iy declined engaging in private converſation with ſuch 
an artful and wicked man, and, calling up the people 


— 


of the houſe, inſiſted upon his being conducted to 


the door. e 8 : 
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In which his fortune is effectually flrangled. 


| HE laſt reſource, and that upon which he leaſt 
1 depended, was the advice and aſſiſtance of his 
old friend the empiric, with whom he till maintain- 
ed a flight correſpondence, and to whoſe houſe he 
ſteered his courſe, in great perplexity and tribulation. 
That gentleman, inſtead of conſoling him with aſſur- 
ances of friendſhip and protection, faithfully recapi- 
tulated all the inſtances of his indifcretion and miſ- 
conduct, taxed him with want of ſincerity in the 
Welt India affair, as well as with want of honeſty in 
this laſt marriage, while his former wife was alive; 
and finally, reminded him of his notes, which he de- 
fired might be immediately taken up, as he (the 
quack) fad preſent occaſion for a ſum of money. 
Ferdinand, ſeeing it would be impracticable to de- 
rive any ſuccour om this quarter, ſneaked homes * 
wards, in order to hold a conſultation with his own 
thoughts; and the firſt object that preſented itſelf to 
his eyes when he entered his apartment, was a letter 
from the tradeſman, with his accompt incloſed, a- 
mounting to fifty-five pounds, which the writer de- 
fired might be paid without delay. Before he had 
time to peruſe the articles, he received a ſummons, in 
_ conſequence of a bill of indictment for bigamy, found 
againſt him in Hicks's-hall, by Sarah Muddy, wi- 
dow; and, while he was revolving meaſures to avert 
theſe ſtorms, another billet arrived from a certain at- 
torney, giving him to underſtand, that he had orders 
from Doctor Buffalo, the quack, to ſue him for the 
payment of ſeveral notes, unleſs he would take them 
up in three days from the date of this letter. 
Such a concurrence of ſiniſter events made a deep 
impreſſion upon the mind of our adventurer : all his 
ww 3 fortitude 
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fortitude was inſufficient to bear him up againſt this 
torrent of misfortune : his reſources were. all dried 
up, his invention failed, and his reflection began to 
take a new turn. To what purpoſe (ſaid he to 
himſelf) have I deſerted the paths of integrity and ; 
truth, and exhauſted a fruitful imagination, in con- N 
triving ſchemes to betray my fellow- creatures, if, in- 
ſtead of acquiring a ſplendid fortune, which was my FÞ 
aim, I have ſuffered ſuch a ſeries of mortifications, 7 
and at laſt brought myſelf to the brink of inevitable | 
deſtruction? By a virtuous exertion of thoſe talents 
T inherit from nature and education, I might, long 
before this time, have rendered myſelf independent, 
"and, perhaps, conſpicuous in life: I might have 
grown up like a young oak, which, being firmly 
rooted in its Kindred ſoil, gradually raiſes up its lofty 1 
head, expands its leafy arms, projects a noble ſhade, 1 
and towers the glory of the plain: I ſhould have paid L 
the debt of gratitude to my benefactors, and made 
their hearts ſing with joy for the happy effects of their 
benevolence ; I ſhould have been a bulwark to my 
friends, a ſhelter to my neighbours in diſtreſs: I 
thould have run the race of honour, ſeen my fame 
diffuſèd like a ſweet-ſmelling odour, and felt the in- 
effable pleaſure of doing good; whereas I am, after 
a viciſſitude of diſappointment, dangers, and fatigues, 
reduced to miſery and ſhame, aggravated by a con- 
ſcience loaded with treachery and guilt. I have ab- 
uſed the confidence and generoſity of my patron : 
I have defrauded his family, under the maſk of ſin- 
cerity and attachment: I have taken the moſt cruel 
and baſe advantages of virtue in diſtreſs : I have ſe- 
Aduced unſuſpecting innocence to ruin and deſpair : I 
have violated the moſt ſacred truſt repoſed in me by 
my friend and benefactor: 1 have betrayed his love, 
torn his noble heart aſunder, by means of the moit 
perfidious ſlander, and falſe inſinuations; and, final- 
1y, brought to an untimely grave the faireſt mom 
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of human beauty and pom Shall the author of 
theſe crimes paſs with impunity ? Shall he hope to 
proſper in the midſt of ſuch enormous guilt ? It 
were an imputation upon Providence to ſuppoſe it 
Ah, no! I begin to feel myſelf overtaken by the e- 


ternal juſtice of Heaven. I totter on the edge of 


wretchedneſs and wo, without one friendly hand to 


| fave me from the terrible aby ſs.“ 


Theſe reflections, which, perhaps, the miſery of 
his fellow-creatures would never have inſpired, had lie 
himſelf remained without the verge of misfortune, 
were now produced from the ſenſation of his own ca- 
lamities ; and, for the firſt time, his cheeks were be- 
dewed with the drops. of penitence and forrow. Con- 
traries, ſaith Plato, are productive of each other. 
Reformation is oftentimes generated from unſucceſsful 
vice; and our adventurer was, at this junQure, very 
well diſpoſed to turn over a new leaf, in conſequence 
of thoſe ſalutary ſuggeſtions ; though he was far from 
being cured beyond the poſlibility of a relapſe: on 
the contrary, all the faculties of his ſoul were fo well 
adapted, and had been ſo long habituated to deceit, 
that, in order to extricate himſelf from the evils that 
environed him, he would not, in all probability, have 
ſcrupled to practiſe it upon his own father, had a con- 
venient opportunity occurred. 


Be that as it may, he certainly, after a tedious 


and fruitleſs exerciſe of his invention, reſolved to ef- 


fect a clandeſtine retreat from that confederacy of ene- 
mies which he could not withſtand, and once more 


join his fortune to that of Renaldo, whom he propoſ- 
ed to ſerve for the future with fidelity and affection, 
thereby endeavoizing to atone for the treachery of 
his former conduct. Thus determined, he packed up 
his neceſſaries in a portmanteau, attempted to amuſe 
his creditors with a promiſe of ſpeedy payment, and 
venturing to come forth in the dark, took a place in 
the Canterbury ſtage- coach, after having converted 
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his ſuperfluities into ready money. Theſe ſteps were 
not taken with ſuch privacy, as to elude the vigilance 
of his adverſaries; for, although he had been cauti. 
ous enough to tranſport himſelf and his baggage to 
the inn on Sunday evening, and never doubted that 
the vehicle, which ſet out at four o'clock on Monday 
morning, would convey him out of the reach of his 
creditors, before they could poflibly obtain a writ 
for ſecuring his perſon, they had actually taken ſuch 
precautions as fruſtrated all his fineſſe; and the coach 
being ſtopt in the borough of Southwark, Doctor 


Fathom was ſeized by virtue of a warrant obtained 


on a criminal indiament, and was forthwith con- 
ducted to the priſon of the King's Bench; yet not 
before he had, by his pathetic remonſtrances, excited 
the compaſſion, and even drawn tears from the eyes 
of his fellow-paſſengers. 

He no ſooner recollected himſelf from the ſhock 
which muſt have been occaſioned by this ſiniſter inei- 
dent, than he diſpatched a letter to his brother-in- 
law the counſellor, requeſting an immediate confer. 


ence, in which he promiſed to make ſuch a propoſal, 


as would fave him all the expence of a law-ſuit and 
trial, and at the ſame time effectually anſwer all the 
purpoſes of both. He was accordingly favoured: with 
a viſit from the lawyer, to whom, after the moſt ſolemn 
proteſtations of his own innocence, he declared, that, 
finding himſelf unable to wage war againſt ſuch 
powerful antagoniſts, he had reſolved even to aban- 
don his indubitable right, and retire into another 
country, in order to ſcreen himſelf from proſecution, 
and remove all cauſe of diſquiet from the proſecutrix, 
when he was unfortunately prevented by the warrant 
which had been executed againſt him, He ſaid he 
was ſtill willing, for the fake of his liberty, to ſign 
a formal renunciation of his pretenſions to Mrs Fa- 
- thom and her fortune, provided the deeds could be 
executed, and the warrant withdrawn, before he 8 
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be detained by his other creditors ; and, laſtly, he 
conjured the barriſter to ſpare himſelf the guilt and 
the charge of ſuborning evidence for the deſtruction 
of an unhappy man, whoſe misfortune was his only 
fault. . 
The lawyer felt the force of his expoſtulations ; 
and, though he would by no means ſuppoſe him in- 
nocent of the charge of bigamy, yet, under the pre- 
text of humanity and commiſeration, he undertook to 
perſuade his ſiſter to accept of a proper releaſe, which, 
he obſerved, would not be binding, if executed during 
the confinement of Fathom : he therefore took his 
leave, in order to prepare the papers, withdraw the 
nction, and take ſuch other meaſures as would hinder 
the priſoner from giving him the flip. Next day, he 
returned with an order to releaſe our hero, who be- 
ing formally diſcharged, was conducted by the law- 
yer to a tavern in the neighbourhood, where the re- 
leaſes were exchanged, and every thing concluded 
with amity and concord. This buſineſs being happi- 
ly tranſacted, Fathom ftept into an hackney-coach 
with his baggage, and was followed by a bailiff, who 
told him, with great compoſure, that he was again 2 
priſoner at the ſuit of Doctor Buffalo, and defired 
the coachman to reconduct him to the lodging from 
which he had been ſo lately diſcharged. | 
Fathom, whole fortitude had been hitherto of the 
pagan temper, was now fain to reinforce it with the 
philoſophy of , Chriftian reſignation, though he had 
not as yet arrived to ſuch a pitch of ſelſ-denial, as to 
forgive the counſellor, to whele double-dealing he 
imputed this new calamity, After having received 
the compliments of the jailor on his recommitment, 
he took pen, ink, and paper, and compoſed an artful 


and affecting epiitle to the empiric, mploring his 


mercy, flattering bis weakneſs, and demonftigting the 
bad policy of cooping up an anhappy man in a jail 
where he could never have an opportunity of downg 
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is intention of retiring into another country, where 
he might have ſome chance of earuing a ſubſiſtence, 
which he had ſo long toiled for to no purpoſe in 
England. This laſt declaration he made in conſe. 
quence of the jealous diſpoſition of the quack, who, 
he knew, had long looked upon him in the odious 
light of an interloping rival. However, he re:yed 
no benefit from this ſupplication, which ſerved only 
to gratify the pride of Buffalo, who produced the ex- 
travagant encomiums which Fathom had beſtowed 


upon him, as ſo many teſtimonials of his foe's bearing 


witneſs to his virtue. 


EF HAP., Lv. 


Fathom being ſafely houſed, the reader is entertained 
* with a retroſpect. 


UT now it is high time to leave our adventurer 

ta chew the cud of reflection and remorſe in 

this ſolitary manſion, that we may trace Renaldo in 
the ſeveral ſteps he took to aſſert his right, and do 
Juſtice to his family. Never man indulged a more 
melancholy train of ideas, than that which accom- 
anied him in his journey to the Imperial court ; for, 


: - notwithſtanding the manifold reaſons he had to expect 


an happy iſſue to his aim, his imagination was in- 
ceſſantly infected with ſomething that chilled hie 


nerves, and ſaddened his heart, recurring with quick 


ſueceſſion, like the unwearied wave that beats upon 
the bleak, inhoſpitable Greenland ſhore. This, the 
reader will eafily ſuppoſe, was no other than the re- 
membrance of the forlorn Monimia, whoſe image ap- 


peared to his fancy in different attitudes, according 


to the prevalence of the paſſions which raged in his 
boſom. Sometimes he viewed her in the light of 
' | apoſtaſy, 


N to his ereditors; nor did he forget to declare 
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apoſtaſy, and then his ſoul was maddened with in- 
dignation and deſpair : but theſe tranſitory blaſts were 
not able to efface the impreſſions ſhe had formerly 
made upon his heart ; impreſſions which . he had ſo 
often and ſo long contemplated with inconceivable 
rapture. Theſe pictures ſtill remained, repreſenting 
her fair, as the moſt perfect idea of beauty, ſoft and 
tender, as an angel of mercy and compaſſion, warm- 
ed with every virtue of the heart, and adorned with 
every accompliſhment of human nature: yet the a- 
larming contraſt came ſtill in the rear of this recollec- 
tion; A that his ſoul was by turns agitated by the 
tempeſts of horror, and overwhelmed by the floods of 

rief. | = 
He recalled the moment on which he firſt beheld 
her, with that pleaſing regret which attends the me- 
mory of a dear deceaſed friend ; then he bitterly 
curſed it, as the ſource of all his misfortunes and af- 
fligion: he thanked Heaven for having bleſſed him 
with a friend to detect her perfidy and ingratitude ; 
then ardently wiſhed he had ſtill continued under the 
influence of her deluſion. In a word, the lonelineſs 
of his ſituation aggravated every horror of his reflec-- 
tion; for, as he — himſelf without company, his 
imagination was never ſolicited, or his attention di- 
verted from theſe ſubjects of wo; and he travelled to 
Bruſſels in a reverie, fraught with ſuch torments as 
muſt have entirely wrecked his reaſon, had not Provi- 
dence interpoſed in his behalf. He was, by his po- 
flillion, conducted to one of the beſt inns in the place, 
where he underſtood the cloth was already laid for 
ſupper; and, as the ordinary is open to ftrangers in: 
all thoſe houſes of entertainment, he introduced him-- 
felf into the company, with a view to alleviate, in 
ſome meaſure, his ſorrow and chagrin, by the con- 
verſation of his fellow-gueſts; yet. be was fo ill pre- 
| Pared to obtain the relief which he courted, that he: 

entered the apartment, and ſat down to table, with-- 
| ES EE. _ 


130 THE ADVENTURES OF 


out diſtinguiſhing either the number or countenances 
of thoſe who were preſent, though he himſelf did not 
remain fo unregarded. His mien and deportment pro- 
dnced a prepoſſeſſion in his favour ; and the air of 
affliction, ſo remarkable in his viſage, did not fail to 
attract their ſympathy and obſervation. 

Among the reſt, was an Iriſtr officer in the Auſtri- 
an ſervice, who, having eyed Renaldo attentively, 
« Sir, (ſaid he, riſing), if my eyes and memory do 
not deceive me, you are the Count de Melvil, with 
whom TI had the honour to ſerve upon the Rhine dur- 
ing the laſt war.” The youth hearing his own name 
mentioned, lifted up his eyes, and, at once, recog- 
nizing the other to be a gentleman who had been a 
captain in his father's regiment, ran forwards, and 
embraced him with great affection. | 

This was, in divers reſpects, a fortunate reneounter 

for young Melvil, as the officer was not only perfect- 
ly well acquainted with the ſituation of the Count's 
family, but alſo reſolved, in a few days, to ſet out 
for Vienna, whither he promiſed to accompany Re- 
naldo, as foon as he underſtood his route lay the 
ſame way. Before the day fixed for their departure 
arrived, this gentleman found means to inſinuate him- 
felf ſo far into the confidence of the Count, as to 
learn the cauſe of that diſtreſs which he had obſerved 
in his features at their firſt meeting ; and being a 

entleman of uncommon' vivacity, as well as ſincerely 
attached to the family of Melvil, to which be had 
owed his promotion, he exerted all his good humour 
and good ſenſe, in amuſing the fancy, and reaſoning 
down the mortification of the affſicted Hungarian. 
He, in particular, endeavoured to wean his attention 
from the loſt Monimia, by engaging it upon his do- 
meſtic affairs, and upon the wrongs of his mother 
and fiſter, who, he gave him to underſtand, were 
tanguiſhing under the tyranny of his I. 
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This was a note that effectually rouſed him from 
the lethargy of his ſœfrow; and the deſire of taking 
vengance on the opprkſſor, who had ruined his fortune, 
and made his neareſt relations miſerable, ſo entirely 
ehgroſſed his thonghts, as to leave no room for other 

onſiderations. During their journey to Auſtria, ma- 

jor Farrel (that was the name of his fellow-travel- 
ler) informed him of many circumſtances touching 
his father's houſe, to which himſelf was an utter 
ſtranger, | 

« The conduct of your mother, ſaid he, in marry- 
ing Count 'Trebafi, was not at all agreeable either to 
the friends of the Count Melvil, or to her own re- 
lations, who knew her ſecond huſband to be a man 
of a violent temper, and rapacious diſpoſition, which 
the nature of his education and employment had 
ſerved rather to inflame than allay ; for you well 
know he was a partizan during the whole courſe of 
the late war. They were, moreover, equally ſur- 

riſed aud chagrined, when they found ſhe, took no 

wm to prevent his ſeizing upon that inheritance 
which of right belonged to you, and which, by the 
laws of Hungary, 1s unalienable from the heir of 
blood: nevertheleſs, they are now fully convinced, 
that ſhe hath more than ſufficiently atoned for her 
 indiſcretion, by the barbarity of her hufband, wha 

hath not only ſecluded her / Bak all communication 
with her friends and acquaintance, but even confined 
her to the weſt tower of your father's houſe, where 
ſhe is ſaid to be kept clofe priſoner, and ſubjected to 
all ſorts of inconvenience and mortification. This 
ſeverity ſhe. is believed to have incurred, in conſe- 
quence of having expoſtulated with him upon his un- 
juſt behaviour to you and Mademoiſelle, whom he 
hath actually ſhut up in ſome convent in Vienna, 
which your relations have not as yet been able ta 
diſcover, But the memory of your noble father is ſo 


dear to all thoſe who were favoured with his friend» 
1 flip 5 
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ſhip ; and the ſufferings of the Counteſs and Mademoi- 
ſelle, have raiſed ſuch a ſpirit of reſentment againſt her 
cruel jailor, that nothing is wanted but your preſence, 
to begin the proſecution, and give a ſanction to the 
meaſures of your friends, which will, in a little time, 


reſtore your family to the fruition of its rights and 


Fortune : for my own part, my dear Count, I con- 
fider myſelf as one wholly indebted to your houſe, for 
the rank and expeRation I now enjoy; and my finances, 
Intereſt, and perſon, ſuch as they are, I dedicate ts 
your ſervice.” 

Renaldo was not ſlow in making his acknowledge. 
ments to this generous. Hibernian, whom he inform- 
ed of his ſcheme, recounting to him his uncommon 


. tranſaction with the benevolent Jew, and communi-. 
eating the letters of recommendation he had received, 


by his means, to ſome of the firſt noblemen at the 


Imperial court. Meanwhile, he burned with impa- 


tience, to chaſtiſe Count Trebaſi for his perfidious 
conduct to the widow and the fatherleſs, and would 
Have taken the road to Preſburg, without touching 
at Vienna, in order to call him to a ſevere account, 
Had not he been ſtrenuoufſy oppoſed by Major Farrel, 
who repreſented the imprudence of taking ſuch a ftep, 
before he had ſecured a proper protection from the 
conſequences with which it might be attended. | 
„ It is not,” ſaid he, © your own life and for- 
tune only which depend upon your behaviour in this 
emergency, but alſo the quiet and happineſs of thoſe 
who are moſt dear to your affection; not you alone, 
but likewiſe your mother and ſiſter, would infallibly 
ſuffer by your temerity and precipitation. Firſt of 
all deliver your credentials at court, and let us join 
our endeavours to raiſe an intereſt ſtroyg enough to 
eounterbalance that of Trebaſi. If we ſucceed, there 
will be no. neceſſity for having recourſe to perſonal 
meaſures: he will be compelled to yield up your in- 
heritance which he unjuſtly detains, and to reſtore 

? | your 
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your fiſter to your arms; and if he afterwards re- 
fuſes to do juſtice to the Counteſs, you will always 
have it in your power to evince yourſelf the ſon of the 
brave Count de Melvil.??ꝰ : 
Theſe juſt and ſalutary repreſentations had a due 
effect upon Renaldo, who no ſooner arrived at the ca- 
pital of Auſtria, than he waited upon a certain prince 
of diſtinction, to whoſe patronage he was recommend 
ed, and from whom he met with a very cordial recep- 
tion, not only on account of his credentials, but alſo. 
for the ſake of his father, who was well known to his. 
Highneſs. He heard his complaints with great pa- 
tience and affability, aſſured him of his aſſiſtance and 
protection, and even undertook to introduce him to 
the Empreſs Queen, who would not ſuffer the weakeſt 
of her ſubjects to be oppreſſed, much leſs diſregard 
the cauſe of an injured young nobleman, who, by 
his own ſervices and thoſe of his family, was peculi- 
arly entitled to her favour. 2 
Nor was he the only perſon whoſe countenance and 
patronage Melvil ſolicited upon this occaſion ; he vi- 
ſited all the friends of his father, and all his mother's 
relations, who were eaſily intereſted in his behalf; 
while Major Farrel contributed all his efforts in 
ſtrengthening the aſſociation. So that a law-ſuit was 
immediately commenced againſt Count Trebaſi, who, 
on his ſide, was not idle, but prepared with incre- 
dible induſtry for the aſſault, reſolving to maintain, 
with his whole power, the acquiſition he had made. 
The laws of Hungary, like thoſe of ſome other 
countries 1 could. name, afford ſo many ſubterfuges. 
for the purpoſes of perfidy and fraud, that it is no 
wonder our youth * to complain of the ſlow pro- 
greſs of his affair; eſpecially as he glowed with the 


moſt eager deſire of. redreſſing the grievances of his. 
parent and ſiſter, whoſe ſufferings he did not doubt 
_ were doubled, fince the inſtitution of his proceſs a- 
gainſt their tormentor. He imparted his ſentiments 


134 THE ADVENTURES OF 


on this head to his friend ; and, as his apprehenſion 
every moment increaſed, plainly told him he could ng 
longer live without making ſome effort to ſee thoſe 
with whom he was ſo nearly connected in point of 
blood and affection: he therefore reſolved to repair 
immediately to Preſburg, and, according to the inte]. 
ligence he ſhould procure, eflay to ſee and converſe 
with his mother, though at the hazard of his life, 


CHAP. LVIl. | 


| Renaldo abridges the proceedings at law, and approves 
. himfelf the ſon of his father. | 


18 H E major, finding him determined, inſiſted up- 
1 on attending bim in his expedition; and they 
ſet out together for Preſburg, where they privately 
arrived in the dark, reſolving to keep themſelves con- 
cealed at the houſe of a friend, until they ſhould have 
formed ſome plan for their future operations. Here 
they were informed that Count Trebafi's caſtle was 
altogether inacceſſible; that all the ſervants who 
were ſuppoſed to have the leaſt veneration or com- 

aſſion for the Counteſs were diſmiſſed; and that ſince 


Renaldo was known to be in Germany, the vigilance 


and caution of that cruel huſband were redoubled to 
ſuch a degree, that nobody knew whether his unfor- 
tunate lady was actually alive or dead. 

Farrel perceiving Melvil exceedingly affected with 
this intimation, and hearing him declare that he would 
never quit Preſburg, until he ſhould have entercd the 
houſe, and removed his doubts on that intereſting ſub- 
ject, not only argued with great vehemence againſt 
ſuch an attempt, as equally dangerous and indiſcreet, 
but ſolemnly ſwore he would prevent his purpoſe, by 
diſcovering his deſign to the family, unleſs he would 
promiſe to liſten to a more moderate and feaſible ex- 


pedie nt. 
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pedient. He then propoſed that he himſelf ſhould 
appear in the equipage of one of thoſe travelling Sa- 
voyards who ſtroll about Europe, amufing' ignorant 
people with the effects of a magie lantern, and, in 
that diſguiſe, endeavour to obtain admittance from 
the ſervants of Trebaſi, among whom he might make 
ſuch enquiries, as would deliver Melvil from his pre- 
ſent uneaſy ſuſpence. | 

This propoſal was embraced, though reluQantly, 
by Renaldo, who was unwilling to expoſe his friend 
to the leaſt danger or diſgrace ; and the Major bein 
next day provided with the habit and implements of 
his new profeſſion, together with a ragged attendant 
who preceded, him, extorting muſic from a paltry 
viol, approached the caſtle- gate, and proclaimed his 
ſhow ſo naturally, in à yell partaking of the ſcream 
of Savoy and the howl of Ireland, that one would 
have imagined he had been conductor to Madam Ca- 
therina from his cradle. So far his ſtratagem ſuc- 
ceeded. He had not long ſtood in waiting, before 
he was invited into the court-yard, where the ſervants 
formed a ring, and danced to the efforts of his come 
panion's ſkill: then he was conducted into the but- 
tery, where he exhibited his figures on the wall, and 
his princeſs on the floor; and, while they regaled 
him in this manner, with ſcraps and ſour wine, he 
took occaſion to enquire about the old lady and her 
daughter, before whom he ſaid he had performed in 
his laſt peregrination. Though this queſtion was 
aſked with all that air of ſimplicity which is peculiar 


to theſe people, one of the domeſtics took the alarm, 


being infected with the ſuſpicions of his maſter, and 
plainly taxed the Major with being a ſpy, threaten- 
ing, at the ſame time, that be ſhauld be ſtripped and 
ſearched. 

This would have been a very dangerous experiment 
for the Hibernian, who had actual y in his pocket a 
letter to the Counteſs from her ſon, which he hoped 

hd fortune 
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fortune might have furniſhed him with an opportuni. 
ty to deliver. When he therefore found himſelf in 
this dilemma, he was not at all eaſy in his own mind. 
However, inſtead of proteſting his innocence in an 
humble and beſeeching ſtrain, in order to acquit him- 
ſelf of the charge, he reſolved to clude the ſuſpicion, 
by opp | the wrath of his accuſer ; and, putting 
on the air of vulgar integrity affronted, began to re- 
proach the ſervant in very infolent terms br his un- 
fair ſuppoſition ; and, undrefling himſelf in a moment 
to the Kin, threw his tattered garments in the face 
of his adverſary, telling him, he would find nothing 
there which he would not be very glad to part with: 
at the ſame time, raiſing his voice, he, in the gib- 
berifh of the clan he repreſented, ſcolded and curſed 
with great fluency ; ſo that the whole houſe reſound- 
ed with the noiſe. The valet's jealouſy, like a ſmaller 
fire, was 1n a trice ſwallowed up in the greater flame 
of his rage, enkindled by this abrupt addreſs : in 
conſequence of which, Farrel was kicked out at the 
BY ate, naked as he was to the waiſt, after his lantern 
had been broke to pieces on his head; and there he 
was joined by his domeſtic, who had not been able to 
recover his apparel and effect a retreat, without in- 
curring marks of the ſame ſort of diſtinction. 

The Major, conſidering the riſſc he muſt have run 
in being detected, thought himſelf cheaply quit for 
this moderate diſcipline, though he was really con- 
cerned for his friend Renaldo, who, underſtanding the 
particulars of the adventure, determined, as the laſt 
effort, to ride round the caſtle in open day, on pre- 
tence of taking 'the air, when, peradventure, the 

_ Counteſs would ſee him from the place of her confine- 
ment, and favour him with ſome mark or token of 
her being alive. | METS 
Though his companion did not much reliſh this 

plan, which he foreſaw would expoſe him to the in- 
fults of Trebaſi; yet, as he could not contrive a bet- 
| ter, 
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ter, he acquieſced in Renaldo's invention, with the 
roviſo, that he would defer the execution of it, until 
his father-in-law ſhould be abſent in the chace, which 
was a diverſion he every day enjoyed. | 
| Accordingly, they ſet a proper watch, and lay con- 
cealed until they were informed of Trebaſi's having 
one forth; when they mounted their horſes, and 
rode unto the neighbourhood of the caſtle. Havin 
made a ſmall excurſion in the adjoining fields, they 
drew near the walls, and at an cafſy pace had twice 
circled them, when Farrel deſcried, at the top of a 
tower, a white handkerchief, waved by a woman's 
hand, through the iron bars that ſecured the window. 
This ſignal Lone pointed to Renaldo, his heart be- 
an to throb with great violence: he made a reipeQ- 
; Fu obeiſance towards the part in which it appeared; 
© and, perceiving the hand beckoning him to ap- 
4 proach, advanced to the very buttreſs of the turret : 
= upon which, ſeeing ſomething drop, he alighted with 
great expedition, and took up a picture of his father 
oY in miniature, the features of which he no ſooner di- 
ſitiinguiſhed, than the tears ran down his checks. He 
preſſed the little image to his lips with the molt filial 


Fi - to the hand, which waved in ſuch a manner, as gave 

: him to underſtand it was high time to retire, Being 
by this time highly perſuaded that his kind monitor 

was no other than the Counteſs herſelf, he pointed to 
his heart, in token of his filial affection; and, laying 
his hand on his ſword, to denote his reſolution of 
doing her juſtice, he took his leave with another pro- 
found bow, and ſuffered himſelf to be reconducted to 
his lodging. 

Every circumſtance of this tranſaction was obſerv- 
ed by the ſervants of Count Trebaſi, who immediate- 
ly diſpatched a meſſenger to their lord, with an ac- 
count of what had happened. Alarmed at this in- 
formation, from which he immediately concluded that 
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fervour ; then conveying it to his boſom, looked up 
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the ſtranger was young Melvil, be forthwith quitted 
the chace, and, returning to the caſtle by a private 
poſtern, ordered his horſe to be kept ready ſaddled, 
in hope that his ſon-in-law would repeat the viſit to 
his mother, This precaution would have been to ng 
purpoſe, had Renaldo followed the advice of Fare], 
who reprefented the danger of returning to a place 
where the alarm was undoubtedly given by his firſt 
appearance, and exhorted him to return to Vienna 
for the proſecution of his ſuit, now that he was fatif. 
Hed of his mother's being alive: in order to ſtrength- 
en this admonition, he bade bim recolle& the ſignal 


for withdrawing, which was doubtleſs the effect of 


maternal concern, inſpired by the knowledge of the 
Count's vigilance and vindictive diſpoſition, 
Notwithitanding theſe ſuggeſtions, Melvil perſiſted 
in his reſolution of appearing once more below the 
tower, on the ſuppoſition that his mother, in expeQa- 


tion of his return, had prepared a billet for his ac- 


ceptance, from which he might obtain important in- 
telligence. Ihe Major, ſeeing him lend a deaf ear to 
his remonſtrances, was contented to attend him in 
this ſecond expedition, which he preſſed him to un- 
dertake that ſame afternoon, as Trebaſi had taken 
care to circulate a report of his having gone to dine 
at the ſeat of a nobleman in the neighbourhood, Our 


knight-errant and his ſquire, deceived by this fiveſſe, 


preſented themſelves again under the priſon f the 
Counteſs, who no ſooner beheld her fon return, wan 
ſhe earneſtly entreated him to be gone, by the (ne 
fign which ſhe had before uſed ; and he taking it for 
granted that ſhe was debarred the uſe of pen, ink, and 
paper, and that he had nothing more to expect, con- 
Jented to retire, and had already moved to ſome di- 
ſtance from the houſe, when, in crofling a ſmall plan- 
tation that belonged to the caſtle, they were met by 
Count Trebaſi aud another perſon on horſeback. 1 
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At fight of this apparition, the blood mounted in- 
to Renaldo's cheeks, and his eyes began to lighten 
with eagerneſs and indignation z which was not at all 


diminiſhed by the ferocious addreſs of the Count, 


who, advancing to Melvil with a menacing air, “ Be- 
fore you proceed, (ſaid he), I muſt know with what 
view you have been twice to-day patroling round 
my incloſures, and reconnoitring the different ave- 
nues of my houſe : you likewiſe carry on a clandeſ- 
tine correſpondence with ſome perſon in the family, 
of which my honour obliges me to demand an expla- 
nation.“ 8 f 

« Had your actions been always regulated by the 
dictates of honour, (replied Renaldo), I ſhould never 
have been queſtioned for riding round that caſtle, 
which you know is my. rightful inheritance, or ex- 


cluded from the fight of a parent, who ſuffers under 


your tyranny and oppreſſion. lt is my part, there- 
fore, to expoſtulate ; and, ſince fortune hath favoured 
me with an opportunity of revenging our wrongs in 
perſon, we ſhall not part, until you have learned that 
the family of the Count de Melvil is not to be injur- 
ed with impunity, Here is no advantage on either 
fide, in point of arms or number : you are better 
mounted than I am, and ſhall have the choice of the 

round on which our difference ought to be brought 
to a ſpeedy determination.” | 

Trebaſi, whoſe courage was not of the ſentimental 
kind, but purely owing to his natural inſenfibility of 
danger, inſtead of concerting meaſures coolly for the 
engagement, or making any verbal reply to this de- 
fiance, drew a piſtol, without the leaſt hefitation, and 
fired it at the face of Renaldo, part of whoſe left 
eye-brow was carried off by the ball. Melvil was 
not ſlow in returning the compliment; which, as it 
was deliberate, proved the more deciſive : for the ſhot 
entering the Count's right breaſt, made its way to 


the back-bone, with ſuch a ſhock as ſtruck him to the 


ground; 


2 — 
2 
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round ; upon which the other alighted, in order to 
improve the adrantage he had gained. 

During this tranſaction, Farrel had well-nigh loſt 
his life, by the ſavage behaviour of Trebaſi's attend. 
ant, who had been a huſſar officer, and who, thinking 
it was his duty to imitate the example of his patron 
on this occaſion, diſcharged a piſtol at the Major, 
before he had the leaſt intimation of his deſign, The 
Hibermian's horſe being a common hireling, and un. 


accuſtomed to ſtand fire, no ſooner ſaw the flaſh of 


Trebaſi's piſtol, than, ſtarting afide, he happened to 
plunge into a hole, and was overturned, at the very 


inſtant when the huſſar's piece went off; ſo that no 


damage enſued to his rider, who, pitching on his feet, 
flew with great nimbleneſs to his adverſary, then lay. 
ing hold on one leg, diſmounted him in a twinkling, 
and, ſeizing his throat as he lay, would have foon 
difpatched him without the uſe of fire-arms, had he 
not been prevented by his friend Renaldo, who deſir- 
ed him to deſiſt, obſerving, that his vengeance was 
already ſatisfied, as the Count ſeemed to be in the a- 
gonies of death. The Major was loath to quit his 
prey, as he thought his aggreſſor had acted in a 
treacherous manner; but, recollecting that there was 
no time to loſe, becauſe, in all probability, the firing 
had alarmed the caſtle, he took his leave of the van- 


_ quiſhed huſſar, with a couple of hearty kicks, and, 


mounting his horſe, followed. Melvil to the houſe of a 
gentleman in the neighbourhood, who was kinſman 
to the Counteſs, and very well diſpoſed to grant him 
a ſecure retreat, until the troubleſome conſequences of 
this rencounter ſhould be overblown. : 
Trebaſi, though to the young gentleman he ſeem- 


ed ſpeechleſs and inſenſible, had neither Joſt the uſe 


of his reaſon nor of his tongue, but affected that ex- 
tremity, in order to avoid any farther converſation 
with the victor, He was one of thoſe people whe 
never think of death until he knocks at the _ 
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and then earneſtly entreat him to excuſe them for the 
preſent, and be ſo good as to call another time. The 
Count had ſo often eſcaped unhurt, in the courſe of 
his campaigns, that he looked upon himſelf as invul- 
nerable, and ſet all danger at defiance. Though he 
had hitherto taken no care of, the concerns of his 
ſoul, he had a large fund of ſuperſtition at bottom z 
and, when the ſurgeon who examined his wounds de- 
clared it was mortal, all the terrors of futurity took 
hold on his imagination, and all the: miſdemeanours 
of his life preſented themſelves in aggravated colours 
to his recollection. | 
He implored the ſpiritual aſſiſtance of a good 
prieſt in the neighbourhood, who, in the diſcharge 
of his own conſcience, gave him to underſtand, that 
he had little mercy to expect, unleſs he would, as 
much as lay in his power, redreſs the injuries he had 
done to his fellow-creatures. As nothing lay heavier 
upon his ſoul than the cruelty and fraud he had prac- 
tiſed upon the family of Count Melvil, he earneſtly 
beſought this charitable clergyman to mediate his 
pardon with the Counteſs, and at the ſame time de- 
fired to fee Renaldo before his death, that he might 
put him in poſſeſſion of his paternal eſtate, and ſolicit 
his forgiveneſs for the offence he had given. | 
His lady, far from waiting for the prieſt's inter- 
ceſſion, no ſooner underſtood the lamentable ſituation 
of her huſband, and found herſelf at liberty, than ſhe 
haſtened to his apartment, expreſſed the utmoſt con- 
cern for his misfortune, and tended him with truly 
conjugal, tenderneſs and fidelity. Her ſon gladly 
obeyed the ſummons, and was received with great 
civility and ſatisfaction by his father-in-law, who, in 
preſence of the judge and divers gentlemen aſſembled 
for that purpoſe, renounced all right and title to the 
fortune he had ſo unjuſtly uſurped; diſcloſed the name 
of the convent to which Mademoiſelle de Melvil had 
been conveyed, diſmiſſed all the agents of his iniquity, 
| . and 
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and 1 reconciled to his ſon-in-law, began to pre. 
pare himſelf in tranquillity for his latter-end. 

The Counteſs was overwhelmed with an exceſs of 
Joy, while ſhe embraced her long loſt fon, who had 
proved himſelf fo worthy of his father. Let this joy 
was imbittered, by reflecting that ſhe was made 2 
widow by the hands of that darling ſon ; for, thongh 
ſhe knew his honour demanded the ſacrifice, ſhe could 
not lay aſide that regard and veneration which iz 
attached to the name of huſband z and therefore 
reſolved to retire into a monaſtery, where ſhe could 
ſpend the remainder of her Jife in devotion, without 
being expoſed to any intercourſe which might inter. 
fere with the delicacy of her ſentiments on that ſub. 
Jeet. ' 15 
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He is the meſſenger of happineſs to his filter, who removes 
the film which had long ohftructed his penetration, with 
regard to Count Fathom. | 


S the moſt endearing affection had always ſub- 
ſifted between Renaldo and his ſiſter, he would 
not one moment deny himſelf the pleaſure of flying 
to her embrace, and of being the glad meſſenger of 
her deliverance. Soon, therefore, as he underſtood 
the place of her retreat, and had obtained a proper 
order to the abbeſs, ſigned by Count Trebaſi, he ſet 
out poſt for Vienna, ſtil] accompanied by his faithful 
Hiberaian, and, arriving at the convent, found the 
abbeſs and the whole houſe fo engroſſed in making 
Preparations for the ceremony of giving the vei] next 
day to a young woman who had falfilled the term of 
her probation, that he eould not poſſibly ſee his ſiſter 
- with that leiſure and ſatisfaction which he had flatter- 
ed himſelf with enjoying at this meeting; and there- 
fore he was fain to bridle his impatience for two 
5 | : days, 
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days, and keep his credentials until the hurry ſhould 
be over, that Mademoiſelle might have no intimation 
of her good fortune, except from his own mouth. 

In order to fill up this tedious interval, he viſited 
his friends at court, who were rejoiced to hear the 
happy iflue of his excurſion to Prefburg. The Prince, 
who was his particular patron, deſired he would make 
himſelf perfectly eaſy with regard to the death of 
Count Trebaſi; for he would take care to repreſent 
him in ſuch a light to the LE as would 
ſcreen him from any danger or profecution on that 
account. His Highneſs, moreover, appointed the fol- 
lowing day for performing the promiſe he had made, 
of preſenting him to that auguſt Princeſs ; and, in 
the mean time, prepoſſeſſed her ſo much in his favour, 
that when he approached her preſence, and was an- 
nounced by his noble introductor, ſhe eyed him with 
a look of peculiar complacency, ſaying, „I am glad 
to ſee you returned to my dominions.—Your father 
was a gallant officer, who ſer ved our houſe with equal 
courage and fidelity; and as I underſtand you tread 
in his foot ſteps, you may depend upon my favour 
and protection.“ | 

He was ſo much overwhelmed with this gracious 
reception, that, while he bowed in filence, the drops. 
of gratitude trickled from his eyes; and her Imperial 
Majeſty was ſo well pleaſed with this manifeſtation of 
his heart, that ſhe immediately gave directions for 
promoting him to the command of a troop of horſe. 
— Thus Wies ſeemed willing, and, indeed, eager, 
to diſcharge the debt ſhe owed him for the different 
calamities he had undergone, And as he looked upon 
the generous Hebrew to be the ſole ſource of his fue- 
ceſs, he did not fail to make him acquainted with the 
happy effects of his recommendation and friendſhip, 
and to expreſs, in the warmelt terms, the deep ſenſe 


he had of his uncommon benevolence, which, by the 


by, was fill greater with regard to Renaldo, than 
7 : | the 
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the reader as yet imagines ; for he not only furniſhed 
him with money for his preſent occaſions, but alſo 
gave him an unlimited credit vn a banker in Vienna, 
to whom oue of his letters was directed. 


The ceremony of the nun's admiſſion 8 now 


erformed, and the convent reſtored to its former 
quiet, Melvil haſted thither on the wings of brotherly 
affection, and preſented his letters to the abbeſs, who 
having peruſed the contents, by which ſhe learned 
that the family diſquiets of Count Trebaſi no longer 
ſubſiſted, and that the bearer was the brother of 
Mademoiſelle, ſhe received him with great politeneſs, 


congratulated him on this happy event, and begging: 


he would excuſe her ſtaying with him in the parlour, 
on pretence of buſineſs, withdrew, ſaying, ſhe would 
immediately ſend in a young lady who would conſole 
him for her abſence. In a few minutes he was joined 
by his ſiſter, who, expecting nothing leſs than to ſee 
Renaldo, no ſooner diſtinguiſhed his features, than 
ſhe 2 aloud with ſurprize, and would have ſunk 
upon the floor, had not he ſupported her in his em- 


brace. 


Such a ſudden apparition of her brother at any 


time, or in any place, after their long ſeperation, 
would have ſtrongly affected this ſenſible young lady: 
but to find him ſo abruptly in a place where ſhe 
thought herſelf buried from the knowledge of all her 
relations, occaſioned ſuch commotion in her ſpirits as 
had well nigh endangered her reaſon : for it was not 
till after a conſiderable pauſe, that ſhe could talk to 


him with connection or coherence. However, as 


thoſe tranſports ſublided, they entered into a more 
deliberate and agreeable converſation ; in the courſe 

of which, he gradually informed her of what had 
_ Paſſed at the elle : and inexpreſſible was the pleaſure 
the felt in learning that her mother was releaſed from 
captivity,—herſelf reſtored to freedom, — and her bro- 


ther to the poſſeſſion of his lawful. inheritance, by the 


only 
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only means to which ſhe had always prayed theſe 
bleſſings might be owing. e 
As ſhe had been treated with uncommon humanity 
by the abbefs, ſhe would not confent to leave the con- 
vent until he ſhould be ready to ſet ont for Preſburg ; 
ſo that they dined together with that good lady, and 
paſſed the afternoon in that mutual communication 
with which a brother and ſiſter may be ſuppoſed to 
entertain themſelves on ſuch an occaſion. She gave 
him a detail of the inſults and mortifications ſhe had 


Tuffered from the brutality of her father-in-law, and 


told him, that her confinement in this monaſtery was 


_ owing to Trebaſi's having intercepted a letter to her 


from Renaldo, ſignifying his intention to return to 
the Empire, in order to aſſert his own right, and re- 
dreſs her grievances. Then turning the diſcourſe 
upon the incidents of his peregrinations, ſhe in a par- 
ticular manner inquired about that exquiſite beauty 
who had been the innocent ſource of all his diſtreſſes, 
and upon whoſe perfections he had often, in his let- 
ters to his ſiſter, expatiated with expreſſions of rap- 
ture and delight. 1 | 
This inquiry in a moment blew. up that ſcorchin 
flame which had been well nigh ſtifled by other ae 
ſary avocations. His eyes gleamed, his cheeks glow- 
ed and grew pale alternately, and his whole frame un- 
derwent an immediate agitation; which being per- 
ceived by Mademoiſelle, ſhe concluded that ſome new 
calamity was annexed to the name of Monimia, and 
dreading to rip up a wound which ſhe ſaw was ſo 
ineffectually cloſed, ſhe for the preſent ſuppreſſed her 
curiofity and concern, and induſtriouſly endeavoured 
to introduce ſome leſs affecting ſubjeQ of converſa- 


tion. He ſaw her aim, approved of her diſcretion, 


and, joining her endeavours, expreſſed his ſurprize at 


her having omitted to ſignify the leaſt remembrance 


of her old favourite Fathom, whom he had left in 
England. He had no ſooner pronounced this name, 


— — 
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than ſhe ſuffered Tome confuſion in her turn; from 
which, however, recollecting herſelf, © Brother,” ſaid 
ſhe, “ you muſt endeavour to forget that wretch, who 
is altogether unworthy of pars. the ſmalleſt ſhare 
of<your regard.“ 

Aſtoniſned, and indeed angry at this expreſſion, 
which he conſidered as the effect of malicious miſre- 
preſentation, he gently chid her for her credulity in 
believing the envious aſperſion of ſome perſon who re- 
pined at the ſuperior virtue of Fathom, whom he af. 
firmed to be an honour to the human ſpecies. 

40 Nothing 1 is more eaſy,” replied the young lady, 


&«& than to impoſe upon a perſon, who, being himſelf 


unconſcious of guile, ſuſpects no deceit. You. have 
been'a dupe, dear brother, not to the fineſſe of Fa- 
thom, but to the ſincerity of your own heart. For 
my own part, I aſſume no honour to my own Ppene- 
tration in having comprehended the villany of that 
impoſtor, which was diſcovered in more than one 
inſtance, by accidents I could not poſlibly foreſee.” 
You muſt know that Tereſa, who attended me 
from my childhood, and in whoſe honeſty I repoſed 


ſuch confidence, having diſobliged ſome of the infe- 


rior ſervants, was ſo narrowly watched in all her 


tranſactions, as to be at laſt detected in the very act 


of conveying a piece of plate, which was actually 
found concealed among her clothes. 

Vou may gueſs how much I was aſtovillied, when 
J underſtood: this circumſtance ; I could not truſt to 
the evidence of my bn ſenſes, and ſhould have ſtill 

believed her innocent, in ſpite of ocular demonſtra- 
tian, had not ſhe, in the terrors of being tried for 
felony, promiſed to make a very materia diſcovery to 
the Counteſs, provided ſhe would take ſuch meaſures 
as would ſave her life. 

This requeſt being complied with, ſhe, in my hear- 
dogs opened up ſoch an amazing ene of iniquity, 


3 and ingratitude, which had been ny 
| er 


% 
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her and Fathom, in order to defraud the family to 
which they were ſo much indebted, that I could not 
have believed the human mind capable of ſuch dege- 


neracy, or that traitor endowed with ſuch pernicious 


cunning and diſſimulation, had not her tale been con- 
gruous, conltitent, and diſtinct, and fraught with cir- 


cumſtances that left no room to doubt the leaſt article 


of her coafeſſivn : on conſideration of which, ſhe was 
rmitted to go into voluntary exile.“ 
She then explained their combination in all the 
particulars, as we have already recounted them in 
their proper place; and, finally, obſerved, that the 


opinion ſhe had hence conceived of Fathom's charac- 
ter, was confirmed by what ſhe had ſince learned of 


his perfidious conduct towards that very nun who had 


lately taken the vel]. 


| Perceiving her brother ſtruck dumb with aſtoniſh- 
ment, and gaping with the moit eager attention, ſhe 


- proceeded to relate the incidents of his double in- 


trigue with the jeweller's wife and daughter, as they 
were communicated to her by the nun, who was no 
other than the individual Wilhelmina. After thoſe 
rivals had been forſaken by their gallant, their mutual 
animoſities and chagrin, ſerved to whet the attention 
and invention of each; ſo that in a little time the 
whole myſtery ftood diſcloſed to both. The mother 
had diſcovered the daughter's correſpondence with 
Fathom, as we have formerly obſerved, by means of 
that unfortunate letter, which he unwittingly commit- 
ted to the charge of the old beldam; and, as ſoon as ſhe 
underſtood he was without the reach of all ſolicita- 
tion or proſecution, imparted this billet to her huſ- 
band, whoſe fury was ſo ungovernable, that he had 
almoſt ſacrificed Wilhelmina with his own hands, e- 
ſpecially when, terrified by his threats and impreca- 
tions, ſhe owned that ſhe had beſtowed the chain on 


this perfidious lover. However, his dreadful purpoſe 
was prevented, partly by the interpoſition of his wife, 


3 * - whoſe 
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whoſe aim was not the death but immurement of 
his daughter, and partly by the tears and ſupplica- 
tions of the young gentlewoman herſelf, who proteſt- 
eds, that, although the ceremony of the church had 
not been performed, ſhe was contracted to Fathom 
by the moft ſolemn vows, to witneſs which he invok- 18 
ed all the ſaints in Heaven. "hs | 1 
The jeweller, upon cooler conſideration, was un- #77 
willing to loſe the leaſt ſpark of hope that glittered 
among the ruins of his deſpair, and reſiſted all the 
importunities of his wife, who preſſed him to conſult 
the welfare of his daughter's ſoul, in the fond expec- 
tation of finding ſome expedient” to lure back the 
chain and its poſſeffor. In the mean time, Wilhel- 
mina was daily and hourly expoſed to the mortifyin 
animadverſions of her mamma, who, with all the 
inſolence of virtue, inceſſantly upbraided her with the 
backſlidings of her vicious hfe, and exhorted her to 
reformation and repentance. - This continual triumph 
laſted for many months, till at length a quarrel hap- 
pening between the mother and the goſſip, at whoſe 
houſe ſhe uſed to give the rendezvous to her admirers, 
that incenſed confidante, in the precipitation of her 
- anger, promulgated the hiſtory of thoſe ſecret meet- 
ings, and, among the reſt, her interviews with Fathom 


were a to light. 
The firſt people who hear news of this ſort, are 


enerally thoſe to whom they are moſt unwelcome, 

he German was foon appriſed of his wife's frailty, 
and conſidered the two females of his houſe as a 
couple of devils incarnate, ſent from hell to exerciſe 
his patience: yet, in the midſt of his difpleaſure, be 
found matter of conſolation, in being furniſhed with 
a ſufficient reaſon for parting with his helpmate, who 
had for many years kept his family in ditquiet. He 
therefore, without hazarding a perſona] conference, 
ſent propoſals to her by a friend, which ſhe did not 
think proper to reject : and ſeeing himſelf reſtored to 
* | ; | the 
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the dominion of his own houſe, exerted his ſway ſo 
tyrannically, that Wilhelmina became. weary of her 
life, and had recourſe to the comforts of religion, of 
which ſhe ſoon became enamoured, and begged her 
father's permiſſion to dedicate the reſt of her life to 
the duties of devotion. She was accordingly received 
in this convent ; the regulations of which were ſo 
much to her liking, that ſhe performed the taſk of 

robation with pleaſure, and voluntarily excluded her- 


* felf from the vanities of this life. It was here ſhe 


had contracted an acquaintance with Mademoiſelle de 
Melvil, to whom ſhe communicated her complaints of 


Fathom, on the. ſuppotition. that he was related to 
| the Count, as he himſelf had often declared. 


While the young lady rehearſed the particulars of 
this detail, Renaldo ſuſtained a ſtrange viciſſitude of 


different paſſions. Surpriſe, ſorrow, fear, hope, and 


indignation, raiſed a moſt tumultuous conflict in his 
boſom. Monimia ruſhed upon his imagination, in the 
character of innocence betrayed by the inſinuations of 
treachery... He, with horror, viewed her at the mer- 
cy of a, villain, who had broken all the ties of grati- 
tude and honovr.. | 

Affrighted at the proſpect, he ſtarted from his ſeat, 
exclaiming in the unconnected ſtrain of diſtraction 
and deſpair: “ Have I then nouriſhed a ſerpent in 
my boſem !! Have I liſtened to the voice of a traitor 
who hath murdered my peace! who hath tore my 
heart-ftrings aſunder, and perhaps ruined the pattern 
of all earthly perfection! It cannot be. Heaven 
would not ſuffer ſuch infernal artifice to take effect. 
The thunder would be levelled againſt the head of the 
accurled projeQor.” 

From this tranſport, compared with his apitation 
when ſhe mentioned Monimia, his fiſter judged that 
Fathom had been the occaſion of a breach between 
the two lovers; and this conjecture being confirmed, 
by the disjointed anſwers he made to her interroga- 

„ tions 
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tions upon the affair, ſhe endeavoured to calm his ap. 
prehenſions, by repreſenting that he would ſoon have 
an opportunity of returning to England, where the 


miſunderſtanding might be eafily cleared up; and. 


that, in the mean time, he had nothing to fear on ac- 
count of the perſon of his miſtreſs, in a country 
where individuals were ſo well protected by the laws 


and conſtitution of the realm. At length he ſuffered 


himſelf to be flattered with the fond hope of ſeeing 
Monimia's character triumph in the inquiry; of re- 
trieving that Joſt jewel, and of renewing that raviſhing 
intercourſe and exalted expectation which had been ſo 
cruetly cut off. He now wiſhed to find Fathom as 
black as he had been exhibited, that Monimia's apoſ- 


His love, which was alike generous and ardent, e- 
ſpouſed the cauſe, and he no longer doubted her con- 
itancy and virtue: but when he reflected how her ten- 


der heart muſt have been wrung with anguiſh at his 


unkindneſs and cruelty, in leaving her deſtitute in a 
foreign land; how her ſenſibility muſt have been tor- 
tured in finding herſelf altogether dependent upon a 
ruffian, who certainly harboured the moſt baleful de- 
ſigns upon her honour; how her life muſt be endan— 

ered, both by his barbarity and her own deſpair : I 
5 when he reflected on theſe circumſtances, he 
ſhuddered with horror and diſmay; and, that very 
night, diſpatched a letter to his friend the Jew, en- 
treating him, in the moſt preſling manner, to employ 
all his intelligence, in learning the ſituation of the 
fair orphan, that ſhe might be protected from the vil- 
lany of Fathom, until his return to England. 


A. 
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CHAP. LX. 


He recompenſes the attachment of his friend; and re- 
ceives a letter that reduces him to the — of death 
and diſtraction. h 


HIS ſtep being taken, his mind in ſome mea- 
ſure retrieved its former tranquillity :; he ſooth- 
ed himſelf with the proſpe& of an happy reconcilia- 
tion with the divine Monimia, and his fancy was de- 


taining converſation of his ſiſter, with whom, in two 
days, he ſet out for Preſburg, attended by his friend 
the Major, who had never quitted him fince their 
meeting at Pruſſels. Here they found Count Trebaſi 
entirely rid of the fever which had been occaſioned by 
his wound, and in a fair way of doing well; a cir; 
cumſtance that afforded unſpeakable pleaſure to Mel- 
vil, whoſe manner of thinking was ſuch, as would 
have made him unhappy, could he have charged him- 
{elf with the death of his mother's huſband, howſoever 
criminal he might have been. 

The Count's ferocity did not return with his 
health; his eyes were opened by the danger he had 
e and his ſentiments turned in a new channel: 
he heartily aſced pardon of Mademoiſelle for the ri- 
gorous uſage ſhe had ſuffered from the violence of his 
temper; thanked Renaldo for the ſeaſonable leſſon 
he had adminiſtered to him; and not only inſiſted 
upon being removed from the caſtle to an houſe of hig 
own in Preſburg, but proffered to make immediate 
reſtitution of all the rents which he had unjuſtly con 
verted to his own uſe. | 


manner, to the entire ſatisfaction of the parties con- 
cerned, as well as of the neighbouring nobleſſe, a- 
wong whom the houſe > $4 elvil was in univerſal 


eltcemg 


coyed from every ings 09" preſage, by the enter 


Theſe things being ſettled in the moſt amicable | 
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eſteem, Renaldo reſolved to ſolicit leave at the Im- 
perial court to return to England, in order to inveſti- 
ate the affair of Monimia, which was more intereſt- 
ing than all the points he had hitherto adjuſted ; but 
| betore he quitted Preſburg, his friend Farrel taking 
him aſide one day, Count,“ faid he, “ will you give 
me leave to aſk, if, by my zeal and attachment for 
you, I have had the good fortune to acquire your 
eſteem ??? To doubt that eſteem,” replied Renaldo, 
«« were to ſuſpect my gratitude and honour, of which 
I muſt be utterly deſtitute, before I loſe the ſenſe of 
thoſe obligations I owe to your gallantry and friend- 
ſhip : obligations which I long for a proper occaſion 
to repay.” | 
„ Well then,” reſumed the Major, „ I will deal 
with you like a downright Swiſs, and point out a me- 
thod by which you may ſhift the load of obligation 
from your own ſhoulders to mine. You know my 
birth, rank, and expectations in the ſervice : but per- 
haps you do not know, that, as my expence hath al- 
ways unavoidably exceeded my income, I find my ſelf 
a little out at elbows in my circumſtances, and 
Want to piece them up by matrimony. Of thoſe 
ladies with whom I think I have any chance of ſuc- 
ceeding, Mademoiſelle de Melvil feems the beſt quali- 
fied to render my ſituation happy in all reſpects. Her 
fortune is more than ſufficient to diſembarraſs my af- 
ſairs, —her good ſenſe will be a ſeaſonable check upon 
my vivacity, —her agreeable accompliſhments will en- 
ge a continuation of affection and regard: I know 
my own diſpoſition well enough, to think I ſhall be- 
come a moſt dutiful and tractable huſband ; and ſhall 
deem myfelf highly honoured in being more cloſely 
united to my dear Count de Melvil, the ſon and re- 
prefentative of that worthy officer under whom my 
youth was formed. If you will, therefore, ſanction 
my claim, I will forthwith begin my approaches, — 
— 8 | 5 doubt 
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doubt not, ander your auſpices, to bring the place to- 


a capitulation.“ f 
Renaldo was pleaſed with the frankneſs of this de- 


to depend upon his good offices with his ſiſter, whom 
he ſounded, that ſame evening, upon the ſubjeR, re« 
commending the Major to her favour, as a geatleman 
well worthy of her choice. Mademoifelle, who had 
never been exerciſed in the coquetries of her ſex, and 


propoſal as a philoſopher, and after due deliberation, 
candidly owned ſhe had no objection to the match. 


lover, after the permiſſion of the Counteſs had been 
obtained; and he carried on his addreſſes in the uſual 
form, ſo much to the fatis faction of all concerned in 
the event, that a day was appointed for the celebra- 
tion of his nuptials, when he entered into peaceable 
poſſeſſion of his prize. 

A few days after this joyful occaſion, while Re- 
naldo was at Vienna, where be had been indulged 
with leave of abſence for ſix months, and employed 

in making preparations for his journey to Britain, he 
was one evening: preſented, by his ſervant, with a 
paquet from London, which he no ſooner opened, 
than he found incloſed a letter directed to him, in 


fected at fight of thoſe well-known characters, that 
he ſtood motionleſs as a ſtatue, eager to know the 


hefitated in this ſuſpence, he chanced to caſt his eye 
on the inſide of the cover, and perceived the name of 
his Jewiſh friend at the bottom of a few lines, im- 
porting, that the incloſed was delivered to him by a. 
phyſician of his acquaintance, who had recommended. 
it in a particular manner to his care. This intimation. 
ſerved only to increaſe the myſtery, and whet his. 


claration, approved of his demand, and defired bim 


"oY was now arrived at thoſe years, when the vanity of 
" youth ought to yield to diſcretion, conſidered the 


Farrel was accordingly introduced in the character of a 


the hand-writing of Monimia. He was ſo much af 


contents, yet afraid to peruſe the billet. While he 
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impatience; and as he had the explanation in his 
Rand, he ſummoned all his reſolution to his aid, and, 
breaking the ſeal, began to read theſe words : “ Re- 
naldo will not ſuppoſe, that this addreſs proceeds 
from intereſted motives, when he learns, that, be- 
fore it can be preſented to his view, the unfortunate 
Monimia will be no more.“ | 
Here the light forſook Renaldo's eyes, his knees 
knocked together, and he fell at full length inſenſible 
on the floor: his valet hearing the noiſe, ran into 
the apartment, lifted him upon a couch, and diſ- 
atched a meſſenger for proper aſſiſtance, while he 
himſelf endeavoured to recal his ſpirits by ſuch 
applications as chance afforded. But, before the 
Count exhibited any figns of life, his brother-in-law 
entered his chamber by accident, and as ſoon as he 
recollected himſelf from the extreme confuſion and 
concern produced by this melancholy ſpectacle, he 
perceived the fatal epiſtle, which Melvil, though 
inſenſible, ſtill kept within his graſp: juſtly ſuſ- 
pecting this to be the cauſe of that ſevere paroxyſm, 
he drew. near the couch, and with difficulty read what 
is above rehearſed, and the ſequel, to this effect. 
«© Yes, I have taken ſuch meaſures as will pre- 
vent it from falling into your hands, until after 
I ſhall have been releaſed from a being imbittered 
with inexpreſſible miſery and anguiſh. It is not 
my intention, once loved, and ah! ſtill too fondly 
remembered youth, to upbraid you as the ſource of 
that unceaſing wo which has been ſo long the ſole 
lahabitant of my lonely boſom. I will not call 
you inconſtant or unkind; I dare not think you 


baſe or diſhonourable : yet I was abruptly ſacrificed 


to a triumphant rival, before I had learnt to bear 
ſuch mortification, before I had overcome the pre- 
judices which I had imbibed in my father's houle. 
I. was all at once abandoned to deſpair, to indigence 

and diſtreſs, to the vile practices of a. — 
5 | | | fear, 
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T fear, hath betrayed us both. What have not 1 
ſuffered from the inſults and vicious deſtgns of that 
wretch, whom you cheriſhed in your-- boſom ! yet to 
theſe 1 owe this near approach to that goal of peace, 
where the canker-worm of forrow will expire. Be- 
ware of that artful traitor; and, oh! endeavour to- 
overcome that levity of diſpoſition, which, if indulged, 
will not only ſtain your reputation, but alſo debauch 
the good qualities of your heart. I releaſe you, in 
the ſight of heaven, from all obligations: if I have: 
been injured, Jet not my wrongs be: viſited on the 
head of Renaldo, for whom ſhall: be offered up the: 
laſt fervent prayers of the hapleſs Monimia.”” 
This letter was a clue to the labyrinth of MelviPs; 
diſtreſs. Though the Major had never heard him 
mention the name of this beauty, he had received 
ſuch hints from his own: wife, as enabled him ta 


— 


comprehend the whole of the Count's diſaſter. By _ 


the adminiſtration of ſtimulating medicines, Renaldo 
recovered his perception: but this was a cruel al- 
ternative, conſidering the fituation of his thoughts. 
The firſt: word he pronounced was Monimia, with, alk 
the emphaſis of the :moſt violent deſpair.. He peruſedi 
the letter, and poured forth incoherent execrations; 
_ againſt Fathom and himſelf... He exclaimed- in a: 
frantic: tone, © ſhe is loſt for ever !. murthered by: 
my unkindneſs ! We are both undone by the infernal: 
arts. of Fathom; Execrable monſter.}. reſtore her to» 
my arms. If thou art not a fiend. in reality, I. willi 


tear out thy falſe heart? a9 

So ſaying, he ſprung upon his valet, who would! 
have fallen a ſacrifice to. his undiſtivgwſhing fury, 
had not he been ſaved by the interpoſition-, of; Earrel: 
and the family, who diſengaged him from his maſter's: 
gripe by dint | of force; yet, notwithſtanding ; their 
jaint endeavours, he broke from this: reſtraint, leaped; 
upon the floor, and ſeizing , his. ſword;, attempted! 
tu plunge. it in his own breattc, When be. wass once 

i | more. 
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more overcome by numbers, he curſed himſelf, and 
| all thoſe who withheld him; ſwore he would not 
ſurvive the fair victim who had periſhed by his cre- 
dulity and indiſcretion ; and the agitation of his 
tpirits increaſed to ſuch a degree, that he was ſeized 
with ſtrong convulſions, which nature was ſcarce able 
to ſuſtain: every medical expedient was uſed to 
quiet his perturbation, which at len yielded ſo 
tar as to ſubfide into a continual fever, and con- 
trmed delirium, during which he ceaſed not to pour 
forth the molt pathetic complaints touching his ruin- 
ed love, and te rave about the ill- ſtarred Monimia. 
The Major, half-diſtracted by the calamity of his 
friend, would have concealed it from the knowledge 
of his family, had not the phyſician, by deſpairing 
of his life, laid him under the neceſſity of making 
them acquainted with his condition. 

The Counteſs and Mrs Farrel were no ſooner in- 
formed of his caſe, than they haſted to the melan- 
choly ſcene, where they found Renaldo deprived of his 
ſenſes, panting under the rage of an exaſperated dif- 
eaſe. They ſew his face diſtorted; and his eyes glar- 
ing with frenzy; they heard him invoke the name of 
Monimia with a tendernefs. of accent, which even the 
impulſe of madneſs could not deſtroy. Then, with a 
fudden tranſition of tone and geſture, he denounced 
vengeance againſt her betrayer, and called upon the 
north wind to cool the fervour of his brain. His 
hair hung in diſhevelled parcels, his cheeks were wan, 
bis looks ghaſtly, his vigour was fled, and all the 

lory of his youth faded. The phyſician hung his head 
in ſilence, the attendants wrung their hands in de- 
pair, and the countenance of his friend was bathed in 
tears. „ LEE HER TA 5 
Such a picture would have moved the moſt obdu- 
rate heart: what impreſſion, then, muſt it have made 
wpon a parent and ſiſter, melting with all the enthu- 


Saſm of aſfeQtion! The mother was ſtruck ond 
| wh an 


756 
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and ſtupiffed with grief; the ſiſter threw herſelf on 
the bed in a tranſport of ſorrow, caught her loved 
Renaldo in her arms, and was with great difficulty 
tore from his embrace. Such was the diſmal reverſe 
that overtook the late ſo happy family of Melwll ;. 
- ſuch was the extremity to which the treachery of Fa- 
thom had reduced his beit benefactor. #73 

Three days did nature ſtruggle with ſurpriſing ef- 
forts, and then his conſtitution ſeemed to fink under 
the victorious fever; yet, as his ſtrength diminiſhed, 
his delirium abated; and on the fifth morning he 
looked round, and recognized his weeping friends. 
Though now exhaufted to the loweſt ebb of life, he 
retained the perfect uſe of ſpeech, and, his reaſon be- 
ing quite unclouded, ſpoke to each with. equal kind- 
neſs, and compoſure. He congratulated himſelf upon 
the fight of ſhore, after the horrors of ſuch a tempeſt; 
called upon the Counteſs and his filter, who were not 
permitted to fee him at ſuch a conjuncture; and be- 
ing apprized by the Major, of his reaſon for exclud- 
ing them from his preſence, he applauded his con- 
ceern, bequeathed them to his future care, and took 
leave of that gentleman with a cordial embrace. Then 
he deſired to be left in private with a certain clergy- 
man, who regulated the concerns of his ſoul ; and he 
being diſmiſſed, turned his face from the light, in 

expectation of his final diſcharge. In a few minutes, 
all was ſtill and dreary : he was no longer heard to 
breathe ;z no more the ſtream of life was perceived to 
circulate : he was ſuppoſed to be abſolved from all his 
cares; and an univerſal groan from the byſtanders 
announced the deceaſe of the gallant, generous, and 
tender-hearted Renaldo. 

« Come hither ye, whom the pride of youth and 
health, of birth and affluence, inflames ; who tread 
the flowery maze of pleaſure, truſting to the fruition 
of ever-circling joys; ye who glory in your accom» 
pliſhments, who indulge the views of ambition, _ 
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lay ſchemes for future happineſs and grandeur ; con- 
template here the vanity of life! behold: how low this 
excellent young man is laid ! mowed down even in the 


| - bloſſom of his youth, when fortune ſeemed to open all 
: her treaſures to his worth!“ 


Such were the reflections of the generous Farrel, 
who, while he performed the laſt office of friendſhip, 
inclofing the eyes of the much lamented Melvil, per- 
ceived a warmth on the ſkin, which the hand of death 
ſeldom leaves unextinguiſhed. This uncommon ſen- 
fation he reported to the phyſician, who, though he 
could feel no pulſation in the heart or arteries, con- 


jectured that life ſtill lingered in ſome of its interior 


haunts, and immediately ordered ſuch applications to 
the extremities and ſurface of the body, as might 
help to concentrate and reinforce the natural heat. 

By theſe preſcriptions, which, for ſome time, pro- 
duced no ſenſible effect, the embers were in all pro- 
bability kept glowing, and the vital power revived ; 
for, after a conſiderable pauſe, reſpiration was gra- 
dually renewed at long intervals, a languid motion 


was perceived at the heart, a few feeble and irregular 


pulſations were felt at the wriſt; the clay coloured 
livery of death began to vaniſh from his face, the eir- 


eulation acquired new force, and he opened his eyes: 


with a ſigh, which proclaimed. his return from the: 
ſhades of death. 

When he recovered the faculty of ſwallowing, a 
cordial was adminiſtered ; and whether the fever a- 
bated, in conſequence of the blood's being cooled 
and condenſed during the receſs of action in the ſo- 
lids, or nature, in that agony, had prepared a pro- 


per channel for the expullion of the diſeaſe, certain it: 
zs, he was, from this moment, rid:of- all bodily pain; 


he retrieved: the animal functions, and nothing re-. 


mained of his malady but an extreme weakneſs and 
languor, the effect of nature's being fatigued in the. 


battle ſne had won. | Fees”? 
. Uautterable. 
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Unutterable was the joy that took poſſeſſion of his 
mother and ſiſter, when Farrel flew into their apart- 
ment, to intimate this happy turn, Scarce could 
they be reſtrained from pouring forth their tranſports 
in the preſence of Renaldo, who was ſtill too feeble 
to endure ſuch communication; indeed, he was ex- 
tremely mortified and dejected at this event, which 
had diffuſed ſuch pleaſure and ſatisfaction among his 
friends; for, though his diſtemper was maſtered, the 
fatal cauſe of it ſtill rankled at his heart, and he con- 
fidered this reſpite from death as a protraction of his 
miſery, | | : 

W hen he was congratulated by the Major on the 
triumph of his conſtitution, he replied with a groan, 
« J would to Heaven it had been otherwiſe; for I 
am reſerved for all the horrors of the moft poignant 
forrow and remorſe. O Monimia! Monimia! I 
| hoped by this time to have convinced thy gentle 
ſhade, that I was at leaſt intentionally innocent of 
that ruthleſs barbarity which hath brought thee to 
an untimely grave. Heaven and earth! do I ſtill 
_ furvive the conſciouſneſs of that dire cataſtrophe ! and 
lives the atrocious villain who hath blaſted all our 
hopes 1? | 1 a 

Wich theſe laſt words, the fire darted from his 
eyes, and his brother, ſnatching this occaſional handle 
for reconciling him to life, joined in his exclamations 
againſt the treacherous Fathom, and obſerved, that 
he ſhould not, in point of honour, wiſh to die, until 
he ſhould have ſacrificed that traitor to the manes of 
the beauteous Montmia. This incitement acted as a 
ſpur upon exhauſted nature, caufing the blood to eir- 
culate with freſh vigour, and encouraging him to take 
ſuch ſuſtenance as would recruit his ſtrength, and re- 
pair the damage which his health had ſuſtained. 

His ſiſter aliduouſiy attended him in his recovery, 
flattering his appetite, and amuſing his ſorrow at the 
fame time. The clergyman aſſailed his deſpondence 


with: 
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with religious weapons, as well as with arguments 
drawn from philoſophy ; and the fury of his paſſions 
being already expended, he became ſo tractable as to 
liſten to his remonſtrances : but, notwithſtanding the 
joint endeavours of all his friends, a deep-fixed me- 
lancholy remained, after every conſequence of his diſ- 
eaſe bad vaniſhed: in vain they aſſayed to elude his 
grief by gaiety and diverſions; in vain they tried to 
decoy his heart into fome new engagement. 
Theſe kind attempts ſerved only to feed and nouriſh 
that melancholy which pined within his boſom. Mo- 
. nimia ſtil] haunted him in the midſt of theſe amuſe- 
ments, while his reflection whiſpered to him, „ Plea- 
ſures like theſe I might have reliſhed with her parti- 
cipation.” That Sing idea mingled in all the fe- 
male aſſemblies at which he was preſent, eelipſing 
their attractions, and enhancing the bitterneſs of his 
loſs; for abſence, enthuſiaſm, and even his deſpair, 
had heightened the charms of the fair orphan into 
ſomething ſupernatural and divine. | 

Time, that commonly weakens the traces of re- 
membrance, ſeemed to deepen its impreſſions in his 
breaſt. Nightly, in his dreams, did he converſe with 
his dear Monimia : ſometimes on the verdant bank of 
a delightful flream, where he breathed, in ſoft mur- 
murs, the dictates of his love and admiration ;. ſome- 
times reclined within the tufted grove, his arm en- 
circled and ſuſtained her ſnowy neck, whilſt ſhe, with 
looks of love ineffable, gazed on his face, invoking 
Heaven to bleſs her huſband and her lord: yet, even 
in theſe illuſions, was his fancy oft alarmed for the 
ill-fated fair. Sometimes he viewed her tottering on 
the brink of a ſteep precipice, far diſtant from his 
helping hand: at other times, ſhe ſeemed to ſail along 
the boiſterous tide, imploriag his aſſiſtance: then 
would he ſtart with horror from his ſleep, and feel his 
ſorrows more than realized. He deſerted his couch: 
he avoided the ſociety of mankind; he courted ſe- 
Ft 5 queſtered 
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queſtered ſhades, where he could indulge his melan- 
choly. There his mind brooded over his calamity, 
until his imagination became familiar with all the ra- 
vages of death: it contemplat;d the gradual decline 


of Monimia's health, her tears, her diſtreſs, her de- 


ſpair at his imagined cruelty: he ſaw, through that 
perſpective, every bloſſom of her beauty wither, eve 
ry ſparkle vaniſh from her eyes: he beheld her faded 
lips, her pale cheek, and her inanimated features, the 
ſymmetry of which not death itſelf was able to de- 
Rroy. His fancy conveyed her breathleſs corſe to 


the cold grave, o'er which, perhaps, no tear humane 


was ſhed, where her delicate limbs were conſigned to 
duſt, where ſhe was diſhed out a delicious banquet to, 
the unſparing worm. 


O'er theſe pictures he dwelt with a ſort of pleaſing 
anguiſh, until he became ſo enamoured of her tomb, 
that he could no longer reſiſt the deſire which com- 
pelled him to make a pilgrimage to the dear hallowed 
ſpot, where all his once gay hopes lay buried, that 
he might nightly viſit the ſilent habitation of his 
ruined love, embrace the ſacred earth with which ſhe 
was now compounded, moiſten it with his tears, and 
bid the turf ly eaſy on her breaſt. Beſides the pro- 
ſpect of this gloomy enjoyment, he was urged to re- 
turn to England, by an eager deſire of taking ven- 
geance on the perfidious Fathom, as well as of ac 
quitting himſelf of the obligations he owed in that 
kingdom to thoſe who had aſſiſted him in his diftreſs. 
He therefore communicated his intention to Farrel, 
who would have inſiſted upon attending him in the 
journey, had not he been conjured to ſtay and manage 
Renaldo's affairs in his abſence. Every previous ſtep 
being taken, he took leave of the Counteſs and his 
ſiſter, who had, with all their intereſt and elocution, 
oppoſed his deſign, the execution of which, they juſt- 
ly feared, would, inſtead of diſſipating, augment his 
chagrin; and now, ſeeing him determined, a 
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a flood of tears at his departure, and he ſet out from 
Vienna in a poſt-chaiſe, accompanied by a truſty valet- 
de-chambre on horſeback. 


CH AP. LXI. 


R enaldo meets with a living monument of juſtice, and 
encounters a perſonage of ſome note in theſe memoirs, 


S this domeſtic was very well qualified for 
making all the proper diſpoſitions, and adjuſt- 
ing every neceſſary article on the road, Renaldo to- 
tally abſtracted himſelf from earthly conſiderations, 
and muſed without ceaſing on that theme which was 
the conſtant ſubje& of his contemplation. He was 
blind to the objects that ſurrounded him: he ſcarce 
ever felt the importunities of nature; and, had not 
they been reinforced by the preſling entreaties of his 
attendant, he would have proceeded without refreſh- 
ment or repoſe. In this abſence of mind did he tra- 
verſe a great part of Germany, in his way to the 
Auſtrian Netherlands, and arrived at the fortreſs of 
Luxembourg, where he was obliged to tarry a whole 
day, on account of an accident which had happened 
to his chaiſe. Here he went to view the fortifications ; 
and, as he walked along the ramparts, his ears were 
ſaluted with theſe words: Heaven bleſs the noble 
Count de Melvil ! will not he turn the eyes of com- 
paſſion upon an old fellow-ſoldier reduced to misfor- 
tune and diſgrace ?” 

Surprized at this addreſs, which was attended with 
the clanking of chains, Renaldo lifted up his eyes, 
and perceived the perſon who ſpoke to be one of two 
malefactors ſhackled together, who had been ſentenced, 
for ſome crime, to work as labourers on the hoe. 
tions. His face was ſo covered with hair, and his 
| whole 3 {o AE by the ſqualid tick 
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which he wore, that the Count could not recolle& his 
features, until he gave him to underſtand that his 
name was Ratchkali. Melvil immediately recognized 
his fellow-ſtudent at Vienna, and his brother-volun- 
teer upon the Rhine, and expreſſed equal ſurprize 
and concern at ſeeing him in ſuch a deplorable fitua- 
tion. 

Nothing renders the ſoul ſo callous and inſenſible, 
as the ſearing brands of infamy and diſgrace, With- 
out betraying the leaſt ſymptom of ſhame or confu- 
ſion, “ Count, (ſays he), this"is the fate of war, at 
leaſt of the war in which I have been engaged ever 
ſince 1 took leave of the Imperial army, and retreat- 
ed with your old companion Fathom. Long life to 
that original genius! If he is not unhappily eclipſed 
by ſome unfortunate interpoſition, before his terrene 

arts are putrified, I foreſee that he will ſhine a ſtar 
of the firſt magnitude in the world of adventure.” 


At mention of this deteited name, Renaldo's heart 


began to throb with indignation ; yet he ſuppreſſed 
the emotion, and deſired to know the meaning of that 
ſplendid encomium which he had beſtowed upon his 
confederate. It would be quite unneceſſary, (re- 
plied Ratchkali), for a man in my preſent ſituation 
to equivocate or diſguiſe the truth: the nature of my 


diſgrace is perfectly well known, I am condemned 


to hard labour for life; and, unleſs ſome lucky acci- 
dent (which I cannot now foreſee) ſhall intervene, all 
I can expect, is ſome alleviation of my hard lot, from 
the generoſity of ſuch gentlemen as you, who com- 
paſſionate the ſufferings of your fellow-creatures. In 

order to engage this benevolence the more in my be- 
| half, I hall (if you will give me the hearing) faith- 
fully inform you of ſome particulars, which it may 
import you to know, concerning my eld acquaintance 
Ferdinand Count Fathom, whoſe real character hath 
perhaps hitherto eſcaped your notice.“ | 
DOE Then 
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Then he proceeded to gire a regular detail of all - 


the ſtrokes of fineſſe which he, in conjunction with 
our adventurer, had practiſed upon Melvil and others, 
during their refidence at Vienna, and the campaigns 
they had made upon the Rhine: he explained the na- 
ture of the robbery which was ſuppoſed to have been 
done by the Count's valet, together with the manner 
of their deſertion: he deſcribed his ſeparation from 
Fathom, their meeting at London, the traffic they 
carried on in copartnerthip, and the misfortune that 
reduced Ferdinand to the condition 1 in which he was 
found by Melvil. 

« After having gratified the honeſt lawyer (ſaid 
he) with a ſhare of the unfortunate Fathom's ſpoils, 
and packed up all my own valuable effects, my new 
auxiliary Maurice and I poſted to Harwich, embark- 
ed in the packet-boat, and next day arrived at Hel- 
voet ſluys; from thence we repaired to the Hague, in 
order to mingle in the gaieties of the place, aud ex- 
erciſe our talents at play, which is there cultivated 
with univerſal eagerneſs: but, chancing to meet with 
an old acquaintance, whom 1 did not at all deſire to 
ſee, I found it convenient to withdraw ſoftly to Rot- 
terdam; from whence we ſet out for Antwerp; and, 

- Dry made a tour of the Auſtrian Netherlands, ſet 
our reſt at Bruſſels, and concerted a plan for lay- 
ing the Flemings under contribution. 
„ From our appearance we procured admiſſion 
into the moſt polite aſſemblies, and ſucceeded to a 
wonder in all our operations; until our career was 


unfortunately checked by the indiſcretion of my ally, 


who, being detected in the very act of conveying a 
card, was immediately introduced to a magiſtrate ;, 
and this miniſter of juſtice was ſo curious, inquiſitive, 
and clear · ſighted, that Count Maurice, finding it im- 
poſſible to elude his penetration, was fain to Kipulate 
for his own ſafety, by Puk up his friend to the cog- 


nizance of the law. was accordingly apprehended, 
| before 
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before I knew the cauſe of my arreſt; and, being un- 
happily known by ſome ſoldiers of the prince's guard, 
my character turned out fo little to the ape, on 
of the inquiſitors, that all my effects were confiſcated 
for the benefit of the ſtate, and I was, by a formal 
ſentence, condemned to labour on the fortifications 
all the days of my life; while Maurice eſcaped at 
the expence of five hundred ftripes, which he recetv- 
ed in public from the hands of the common execu- 
tioner. | 

% Thus have I, without evaſion or mental reſerva- 
tion, given a faithful account of the ſteps by which I 
bave arrived at this barrier, which is likely to be the 
ne plus ultra of my peregrinations, unleſs the gene- 
rous Count de Melvil will deign to interpoſe his in- 
tereſt in behalf of a fellow-ſoldier, who may yet live 
to juſtify his mediation.” _ 


Renaldo had no reaſon to doubt the truth of this 


ſtory, every circumſtance of which tended to corro- 
borate the intelligence he had already received, touch- 
ing the character of Fathom, whom he now conſider- 
ed with a double portion of abhorrence, as the moſt 


abandoned miſcreant that nature had ever produced. 


Though Ratclikali did not poſſeſs a much higher 
place in his opinion, he favoured him with marks of 


his bounty, and exhorted him, if pofſible, to reform 


his heart; but he would by no means promiſe to in- 
terpoſe his credit in favour of a wretch, ſelf- convicted 
of ſuch enormous villany and fraud. He could not 
help moralizing upon this rencounter, which inſpired 
him with great contempt for human nature; and next 
day he procceded on his journey with a heavy heart, 
ruminating on the perſidy of mankind, and, between 


whiles, tranſported with the proſpect of, revenging all 


his calamities upon the aceurſed author. 

While he was wrapped up in theſe reveries, his 
carriage rolled along, and had already entered a wood 
between Mons and Tournay, when his dream was 

| | ſuddenly 
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ſuddenly interrupted by the exploſion of ſeveral pi. 
ſtols that were fired among the thickets at a little di- 
ſtance from the road. Rouſed at this alarm, he 
ſnatched his ſword that ſtood by him, and, ſpringing 
from the chaiſe, ran directly towards the ſpot, being 
cloſe followed by his valet, who had alighted and armed 
himſelf with a piſtol in each hand. About forty yard 
from the high-way, they arrived in a little glade or 
opening, where they ſaw a ſingle man ſtanding at bay 
againſt five banditti, after having killed one of their 
_- companions, and loſt his own horſe, that lay dead up- 
on the ground. 
MNlelvil, ſeeing this odds, and immediately gueſſing 
their deſign, ruſhed among them without hefitation, 
and, in an inftant, ran his ſword through the heart of 
one whoſe hand was raiſed to ſmite the gentleman be- 
hind, while he was engaged with the reſt in front, 
„At the ſame time, the valet diſabled another by a 
ſhot in the ſhoulder ; ſo that the number being now 
equal on both ſides, a furious combat enſued, every 
man being paired with an antagoniſt, and each having 
recourſe to ſwords, as all their pieces had been dif- 
charged. Renaldo's adverſary, finding himſelf preſſed 
with equal fury and ſkill, retreated gradually among 
the trees, until he vaniſhed altogether into the thick- 
eſt of the wood; and his two companions followed 
his example with great eaſe, the valet-de-chambre be- 
ing hurt in the leg, and the ſtranger ſo much exhault- 
ed by the wounds he had received before Renaldo's 
interpoſition, that when the young gentleman ap- 
proached to congratulate him on the defeat of the rob- 
bers, he, in advancing to embrace his deliverer, dropt 
down motionleſs on the graſs. 
The Count, with that warmth . of ſympathy and 
_ benevolence waich was natural to his heart, lifted up 
the wounded cavalier in his arms, and carried him to 
the chaiſe, in which he was depoſited, while the valet- 
de-chambre reloaded his piſtols, and prepared for a 
| 25 | ſecond 
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ſecond attack, as they did not doubt that the bandit- 


ti would return with a reinforcement. However, be- 
fore they re-appeared, Renaldo's driver diſengaged 
him from the wood, and, in leſs than a quarter of an 
hour, they arrived at a village, where they halted for 
aſſiſtance to. the ſtranger, who, though ſtill alive, had 
not recovered the uſe of his ſenſes. REI] 
After he was undreſſed and laid in a warm bed, a 
ſurgeon examined his body, and found a wound in 
his neck by a ſword, and another in his right ſide, 


occaſioned by a piſtol-ſhot; ſo that his prognoſtic 


was very dubious. Meanwhile, he applied proper 
dreſſings to both ; and, in half an hour after this ad- 
miniſtration, the gentleman gave ſome tokens of per- 
ception. He looked around him with a wildneſs of 
fury in his aſpect, as if he had thought himſelf in 
the hands of the robbers by whom he had been at- 
tacked : but, when he ſaw the afſiduity with which 
the byſtanders exerted themſelves in his behalf, one 


railing his head from the pillow, while another ex, 
horted him to ſwallow a little wine, which was warm 


ed for the purpoſe ; when he beheld the ſympathizing 
looks of all preſent, and heard himſelf accoſted in the 
moſt cordial terms by the perſon whom he recollected 
as his deliverer; all the ſeverity vamiſhed from his 
countenance: he took Renaldo's hand and preſſed it 
to his lips; and, while the tears guſhed from his 
| eyes, © Praiſed be God, gs he), that virtue and 

« generolity are ſtill to be found among the ſons of 
4% men. | 


Every body in the apartment was affeQed by this 


exclamation; and Melvil, above all the reſt, felt ſuch ' 


emotions as he could ſcarcely reſtrain. He entreated 
the gentleman to believe himſelf in the midſt of ſuch 
friends as would effectually ſecure him from all vio- 
lence and mortification : he conjured him to compoſe 
the perturbation of his ſpirits, and quiet the appre- 
henhons of his mind with that reflection; and pro- 
8 : Tu tetted, 
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. teſted, that he himſelf would not quit the houſe while 
his attendance ſhould be deemed neceffary for the 
ſtranger's cure, or his converſation conducive to his a- 


muſement. 
Theſe affurances conſidered, with the heroic part 


which the young Hungarian had already acted in his 
behalf, inſpired the Cavalier with ſuch a ſublime idea 
of Melvil, that he gazed upon bim with ſilent afto- 
niſhment, as an angel ſent from heaven for his ſuc- 
oour; and, in the tranſport of his gratitude, could 
not help exclaiming, “Sure, Providence has ſtill fome- 
thing in reſerve for the unfortunate wretch, in whoſe 
favour ſuch a miracle of courage and generoſity hath 
inteypoſed Y? | e 
Being accommodated with proper care and attend- 
ance, his conftitution in a little time overcame the fe- 
ver; and, at the third dreſſing, the ſurgeon declared 
him out of all danger from his wounds. Then was 
Renaldo indulged with opportunities of converſiag 
with the patient, and of inquiring into the par- 
ticulars of his fortune and deſigns in life, with a view 
to manifeſt the inclination he felt to ſerve him in his 
future occaſions. 5 e 
The more this ſtranger contemplated the character 
of the Count, the more his amazement increaſed, on 
account of his extraordinary benevolence in favour of 
a perſon whoſe merit he could not poſſibly know: he 
even expreſſed his ſurprize on this ſubject to Renaldo, 
who at length told him, that, although his beſt 
offices ſhould always be ready for the occaſions of 
any gentleman in diſtreſs, his particular attachment 
and regard to him was improved by an additional 
conſideration: © I am no ſtranger (ſaid he) to the 
virtues and. honour of the gallant Don Diego de 
Zelos.“ 1 | 
« Heaven and earth!“ cried the ſtranger, ſtartin 
from his ſeat with extreme emotion, „“ do | then live 
to here myſelf addreſſed by that long loſt appellation ! 
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My heart glows at the expreſſion! my ſpirits are 


kindled with a flame that thrills through every nerve! 
Say, young gentleman, if you are really an inba - 
bitant of earth, by what means are you acquainted 
with the unhappy name of Zelos?”? | 
In anſwer to this eager interrogation, Renaldo gave 


him to underſtand, that in the courſe of his travels, 


he had reſided a ſhort time at Seville, where he had 


frequently ſeen Don Diego, and often heard his 
character mentioned with uncommon eſteem and ve- 


neration. Alas!” replied the Caſtilian, * that 


. juſtice is no longer done to the wretched Zelos; his 
honours are blaſted, and his reputation canker-bitten 


dy the venomous tooth of ſlander.” 


He then proceeded to unfold his misfortunes, as 


they have already been explained in the firſt volume 
of theſe memoirs; at the recapitulation of which, the 
heart of Melvil being intendered by his own calami- 
ties, was ſo deeply affected, that he re- echoed the 
groans of Don Diego, and wept over his ſufferings 


with the moſt ſilial ſympathy. When he repeated 


the ſtory of that cruel fraud which was practiſed 


vpon him by the faithleſs Fadini, Melvil, whoſe 


mind and imagination teemed with the villanies of 


Fathom, was immediately ſtruck with the conjecture 


of his being the knave; becauſe, indeed, he could 
not believe, that any other perſon was ſo abandoned 
by principle and humanity, as to take ſuch a bar- 
barous advantage of a gentleman in diſtreſs. 


C HAP. LXII. 


7 His ret n to England, and midnight pilgrimage te 
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and, from the inquiries he made concerning the per- 
ſon of the traitor, gathered reaſons ſufficient to con- 
frm his ſuſpicion. Thus certified, That is the 
villain, cried the Count, whoſe infernal arts have 
overwhelmed me with ſuch miſery as heaven itſelf 
bath no remedy to diſpe]! To revenge my wrongs on 
that perfidious miſereant, is one of +; 5 chief reaſons 
for which I deign to drag about an hateful being. 
O Don Diego! what is life, when all its enjoyments 
are ſo eaſily poiſoned by the machinations of ſuch a_ 


_ worm!” 80 ſaying, he ſmote his breaſt in. all the 


agony of wo, and beſought the Spaniard to re- 
late the ſteps he took in conſequence of his diſ- 
alter. | 5+ 45 1 

- The Caſtilian's cheeks reddened at this information, 
which reinforced his own reſentment, and, caſtin 

up his eyes to heaven, „Sacred powers! (cried he) 
let him not periſh, before you bring him within 
my reach. You aſk me, noble cavalier, what mea- 
ſures I took in this abyſs of miſery. For the firſt 
day, I was tortured with apprehenſions for the 
friendly Fadini, fearing that he had been robbed and 
murthered for the jewels which he had perhaps too 
unwarily expoſed to ſale: but this terror ſoon vaniſhed 
before the true preſages of my fate; when, on the 
morrow, I found the whole family in tears and con- 
fuſion, and heard my landlord pour forth the moſt 
bitter imprecations againſt the fugitive, who had 
deflowered. his daughter, add even robbed the houſe. 
You will aſk, which of the paſſions of my heart were 
intereſted on this occafion: they were ſhame, and 
indignation : all my grief flowed in another channel: 
I bſuſhed to find my judgment deceived : I ſcorned 
to complain; but in my heart denounced vengeance 
againſt my baſe betrayer. I ſilently retired to my 
apartment, in order to commune with my own 


thoughts. 151 
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I had bore greater calamities, without being dri- 
vey to deſpair: 1 ſummoned all my fortitude to my 
aſſiſtance, and reſolved to live in ſpite of affliction. 
Thus determined, I betook myſelf to the houſe of 
a general officer, whoſe character was fair in the 
world; and having obtained admiſſion in conſequence 
of my oriental appearance; „ To a man of honour, 
ſaid I, the unfortunate need no introduction: my 
habit proclaims me a Perſian : this paſſport from the 
States of Holland will confirm that ſuppoſition.. I 
have been robbed of jewels, to a confiderable value, 
by a wretch whom I favoured with my confidence; 
and now, reduced to extreme indigence, I come to 
offer myſelf as a ſoldier in the armies of France, I 
have health and ſtrength ſufficient to diſcharge that 
duty; nor am I unacquainted with a military life, 
which was once my glory and occupation. 1 there- 
fore ſue for your protection, that I may be received, 
though in the loweſt order of them that ſerve the 
king; and that your future favour may depend upon 
my behaviour in that capacity.” 1 
The general, ſurprized at my declaration, ſur- 
veyed me with uncommon attention; he peruſed. my 
certificate, aſked divers queſtions concerning the arr 
of war, to which I returned ſuch anſwers as convinced 
him that I was not wholly ignorant in that parti- 
cular. In ſhort, I was inliſted as a volunteer in his 
own .regiment, and ſoon after promoted to the rank 
of a ſubaltern, and the office of equerry to his own. 
ſon, who, at that time, had attained to the degree 
of Colonel, though his age did. not exceed eighteen 
years. | KOEN Ne head : 
This young man was naturally of a ferocious diſ- 
poſition, which had been rendered quite untractable 
by the pride of birth and fortune, together with the 

licence of his education, As he did not know the 
reſpe& due to a gentleman, ſo he could not poſſibly 
pay it to thoſe who were unfortunately under his 

9 N dommand. 
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command. Divers mortifications I ſuſtained with 
that fortitude which became a Caſtilian who lay nn- 
der obligations to the father ; till at length, laying 
afide all decorum, he ſmote me. Sacred heaven! he 
imote Don Diego de Zelos, in preſence of his whole 
houſehold. | 8 
Had my ſword been endowed with ſenſation, it 
would of itſelf have ſtarted from the ſeabbard, at 
this indignity offered to its maſter. I unſheathed it 
without deliberation, ſaying, «© Know, inſolent boy, 
he is a gentleman whom thou haſt thus outraged ; 
and thou han cancelled the ties which have hitherto 
1 reſtrained my indignation.“ His ſervants would have 
FF interpoſed, but he commanded them to retire; and, 
| fluſhed with that confidence which the impetuofity of 
4 | mis temper inſpired, he drew in his turn, and attacked 
* 1 me with redoubled rage; but his dexterity bein 
1 very unequal to his courage, he was ſoon Jifarmed 
and overthrown :' when, pointing my ſword to his 
breaſt, ** In conſideration of thy youth and Ignorance, 
ſaid I, 1 ſpare that life which thou haſt forfeited by 
thy ungenerous preſumption,” GO PET 
With' theſe words I put up my weapon, retired 
through the midit of his domeſtics, who ſeeing their 
maſter ſafe, did not think proper to oppoſe my 
paſſage ; and, mounting my horſe, in leſs than two 
bours entered the Auſtrian dominions, reſolving to 
[0 proceed as far as Holland, that I might embark in 
the ſirſt ſhip for Spain, in order to waſh' away, with 
my own blood, or that of my enemies, the cruel ſtain 
which hath ſo long defiled my reputation. 
This was the grievance that ſtill corroded my 
heart, and rendered ineffectual the inhuman ſacrifice 
I had made to my injured honour. This was the 
conſideration that celfaptly prompted, and flil] im- 
portunes me to run every riſk of life and fortune, 
rather than leave my fame under ſuch an ignominious 


alperſion. I purpoſe to obey this internal call. I 
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am apt to believe it is the voice of heaven; of that 
providence which manifeſted its care by ſending ſuch 
a generous auxiliary to my aid, when I was over- 
powered by banditti, on the very firſt day of my ex- 
pedition.“ | | 5 
Having in this manner gratified the curioſity of 
his deliverer, he expreſſed à deſire of knowing the 
quality of him to whom he was fo ſignally obliged{; 
and Renaldo did not ſcruple to make the Caſtiſian 
acquainted with his name and family: he likewiſe 
communicated the ſtory of his unfortunate love, with 
all the ſymptoms of unutterable wo, which drew - 
tears from the noble-hearted Spaniard ; while, with a 
groan that announced the load which overwhelmed 
bis ſoul, „ I had a daughter, ſaid he, ſuch as you 
deſcribe the peerleſs Monimia : had heaven decreed 
her for the arms of ſuch a lover, I, who am now the 
moſt wretched, ſhould have been the moſt happy 
parent upon earth.“ f I; 
Thus did theſe new friends alternately indulge 
their mutual ſorrow, and concert meaſures. for their 
future operations. Melvil earneſtly ſolicited the Ca- 


 fiilian to favour bim with his company to England, 


where, in all probability, both would enjoy the 
gloomy ſatis faction of being revenged upon their com- 
mon betayer Fathom : and as a farther inducement, 
he aſſured him, that as ſoon as he ſhould. have ac- 
compliſhed the melancholy purpoſes of his voyage, he 
would accompany Don Diego to Spain, and employ 
his whole intere!t and fortune in his ſervice. The 
Spaniard, thunderſtruck at the extravagant genero- 
ſity of this propoſal, could ſcarce believe the e- 
vidence of his own ſenſes, and, after ſome pauſe, re- 
plied, My duty would teach me to obey any com- 
mand you ſhould think proper to impoſe; but. here 
my inclination and intereſt are ſo agreeably flattered, 
that I ſhould be equally ungrateful and nawiſe, in 


pretending to comply with reluQance,”? 5 
[> H 3 This 
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This point e they moved forwards to 


Mons, as ſoon as Don Diego was in a condition to 
bear the ſhock of ſuch a removal; and there remain- 
ing until his wounds were perfectly cured, they hired 
a2 poſt-chaiſe for Oſtend. embarked in a veſſel at that 
port, reached the oppoſite thore of England after a 
hort and eaſy paſſage, and arrived in London with- 
out having met with any finiſter accident on the 
road. 1 | | 
As they approzched this capital, Renaldo's grief 

ſeemed to regurgitate with redoubled violence. His 
memory was waked to the moſt minute and painful 
exertion of its faculties; his imagination teemed with 
the moſt aMiifting images, and his impatience became 
j0 ardent, that never lover panted more eagerly for 
the conſummation of his wiſhes, than Melvil for an 
opportunity of ſtretching himſelf upon the grave of 
the loſt Monimia. The Caſtilian was aſtoniſhed, as 
well as affected at the poignancy of his grief, which, 
-as a proof of his ſuſceptibility and virtue, endeared 
him ſtill more to his affection; and though his own 
misfortunes had rendered him very unfit for the of- 
fice of a comforter, he endeavoured, by ſoothing 
&iſcourſe,” to moderate the ' exceſs of his friend's 
afftition. : 55 N 

+ Though it was dark when they alighted at the 
inn, Metvil ordered a coach to be called, and being 
attended by the Spaniard, who would not be per- 
ſuaded to quit him upon ſuch an occafion, he re- 
paired to the houſe of the generous Jew, whole 
t heum diſtilled very plentifully at his approach. The 
Count had already acquitted himſelf in point of pecuni- 
ary obligations to this benevolent Hebrew ; and now, 
after having made ſuch e e as might 
pe expected from a youth of his diſpoſition, he beg- 

ed to know by what channel he had received that 
Jetter, which he had been fo kind as to forward to 
| Vienna. 3 | | Db 
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Joſhua, who was ignorant of the contents of that 


epiſtle, and ſaw the young gentleman extremely mo- 


ed, would have eluded his enquiry, by pretending he 
had forgot the circumſtance ; but, when he under- 


ſtood the nature of the caſe, which was not explained 


without manifeſtations of the utmoſt inquietude, 


he heartily condoled the defponding lover, telling 


him he had in vain employed all his intelligence about 


that unfortunate beauty, in conſequence of Melvil's 


letter to him on that ſubje&t; and then directed him 
to the houſe of that phyſician, who had brought the 


fatal billet which had made him miſerable. 


view. If you. were acquainted with the unhappy fair 
who bath fallen à victim to my miſtake, you will 


No ſooner did he reeeive this information, than he 
took his leave abruptly, with promiſe of returning 
next day, and hied him to the lodgings of that gen- 
tleman, whom he was lucky enough to ſind at home. 
Being favoured with a private audience, When I 
tell you, (ſaid he), that my name is Renaido Count 
de Melvil, you will know me to be the moſt urfortw 
nate of men. By that letter, which you committed: 
to the charge of my worthy friend Joſhua, the fatal 


vert was removed from my eyes, which had been fo- 


long darkened by the artifices. of incredible deceit, 
and my own incurable miſery fully preſented to my 


have ſome idea of the inſufferable pangs which I now 


feel in recollecting her fate. If you have compaſſion: 
for theſe pangs, you will not refuſe. to eonduct me to 
the ſpot where the dear remains of Monimia are de- 


poſited. There let me enjoy a full banquet of wo: 


there let me feaſt that worm of ſorrow that 5 up- 


on my heart : for ſuch entertainment have I reviſited 


this {ta me) ill-omened iſſe: for this ſatisfaction I 


intrude upon your condeſeenſion at theſe unfeaſonable 
hours; for to ſuch a degree of impatience is my af-- 


fliction whetted, that no ſlumber ſhall aſſail mine eye- 


lids,” no peace reſide within my boſom, until I ſhall 
| IH 4 +- have: 
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dave adored that earthly ſhrine where my Monimia lies. 


Yet would J know the circumſtances of her fate. 
Did Heaven ordain no angel to miniſter to her diſ- 
treſs? Were her lat moments comfortleſs ? hal was 


not ſhe abandoned to u. IGOR inſults? left in the 
| 


power of that inhuman villain who betrayed us both! 
Sacred Heaven! why did Providence wink at the tri- 
umph of ſuch conſummate perfidy 2? | | 

The phyſician having liſtened with complacency to 


this effuſion, replied, ** It is my profeſſion, it is my 
nature, to ſympathize with the afflicted. I am a 


judge of your feelings, becauſe I know the value of 
your Joſs. I attended the incomparable Monimia in 
her laſt illneſs, and am well enough acquainted with 
her ſtory, to conclude that ſhe fell a ſacrifice to an 


. unhappy miſunderſtanding, effected and fomented by 


that traitor who abuſed your mutual confidence.“ 

He then proceeded to mform him of all the parti- 
culars which we have already recorded, touching the 
deſtiny of the beauteous orphan, and concluded with 
telling him, he was ready to yield him any other ſa- 
tisfaction which it was in his power to grant. The 
circumſtances of the tale had put Renaldo's ſpirits 
into ſuch commotion, that he could utter nothing but 
interjections and unconnected words. When Fa- 


thom's behaviour was deſeribed, he trembled with 


Gerce agitation, ſtarted from his chair, pronouncing, 
«© Montter ! fiend ! but we ſtrall one day meet.” 
When he was made acquainted with the benevo- 
lence of the French lady, he exclaimed, «© O heaven- 
born charity and compaſſion! ſure that muſt be ſome. 
ſpirit of grace, ſent hither to mitigate the tortures of 
hfe! Where ſhall I find her, to offer up my thanks 
and adoration ?? Having heard the concluſion of the. 


detail, he embraced the relater, as the kind benefac- 


tor of Manimia, ſhed a flood of tears in his buſom, 
and preſſed him to crown the obligation, by con- 
VF ducting 
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ducting him to the ſolitary place where now ſhe reſt- 
ed from all her Cares. e 44 33S $6264; $&Y . 4 
The gentleman, perceiving the tranſports of his: 
rief were ſuch as could not be oppoſed, complied 
with his requeſt, attended him in the vehicle, and di- 
rected the coachman to drive to a ſequeſtered field, at 
ſome diſtance from the city, where ftood the church 
within whoſe awful ifſe this ſoene was to be'aRed.. 
The ſexton being ſummoned from his bed, produced. 
the keys, in conſequence of a gratification; after the. 
phyſician had communed. with him apart, and ex- 


hd 


plained the intention of Renaldo's viſit. 
During this pauſe, the ſoul of Melvil was wound 
up 0 the higheſt pitch of enthuſiaſtic ſorrow... The 
uncommon darkneſs of the night, the ſolemn ſilence, 
and lonely fituation of the place, conſpired with the 
oecaſion of his coming, and the diſmal images of his 
fancy, to produce a real rapture of gloomy expecta- 
tion, which, the whole world would not have perſuad- 
ed him to diſappoint. The clock ſtruck twelve; the, 
owl ſereeched from the ruined battlement; the door 


was opened by the ſexton, who, by the light of a 


glimmering taper, conducted the deſpairing lover to- 
a dreary la and ſtamped upon the ground. with his. 
foot, ſaying, „lere the young lady hes interred.“' 
Melvil no fooner received this intimation, than, 
falling on his knees, and preſſing bis lips to the hal- 
lowed earth, Peace, (oried:hey, to the gentle te- 
nant of this filent babitatior.” Then turning to the 
byſtanders, with a blood-ſhot eye, ſaid, „Leave me 
to the fulhenjoy ment of this occaſion : my grief is too. 
delicate to admit the company even of my friends: 
the rites to be performed require privacy. Adieu 
then ; here mult I paſs the night alone.“ | 
The Doctor, alarmed at this declaration, which 
be was afraid imported ſome reſolution fatal to his, 
. own life, began to repent of having been acceſſory to. 
the viſit, attempted to diſſuade him from his purpole,, 
H | and 
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and finding him obſtinately determined, called in the 
aſſiſtance of the ſexton and coachman, and ſolicited ' 
the aid of Don Diego, to force Renaldo from the ex- 
ecutibn of his defign. | 

The Caſtilian, knowing his friend was then very 
anfit for common altercation, interpoſed in the dif. 
pute, ſaying, 4 You need not be a aid that he will 
obey the dictates of deſpair; his religion, his honour, 
will baffle ſuch temptations: he hath promiſed to re- 
ferve his life for the occaſions of his friend; and he 
{hall not be diſappointed in his preſent aim.” In 
order to corroborate this peremptory addreſs, which 
was delivered in the French language, he unſheathed 
his ſword, and the others retreating at ſight of his 
weapon, «© Count, (ſaid he), enjoy your grief in full 
tranſport : I will ſcreen you from interruption, though 
At the hazard of my life; and, while you give a looſe 
tm ſorrow within that 'ghaltly vault, 1 will watch till 
morning in the porch, and meditate upon the ruin of 
my own family and peace.” | e 

He aecordingly prevailed upon the phyſician to re- 
tire, after he lrad ſatisſied the ſexton, and ordered the 
- coaciiman to return by break of day. 

Kenaldo, thus left alone, proftrated himſelf upon 
the grave, and poured: forth ſuch lamentations as 
would have drawn tears from the moſt ſavage hearer. 
He called aloud upon Monimia's name: Are theſe 
the nuptial joys to which our fate bath doomed us! 
Is this the fruit of thoſe endearing hopes, that inter- 
courſe divine, that raptured admiration, in which fo 
many hours infenſibly elapſed ? Where now are thoſe 
attractions to which I yielded up my captive heart! 
Quenched are thoſe genial eyes that gladdened every 
beholder, and ſhone the planets of my happineſs and 
peace! Cold cold and withered are thoſe lips that 
iwelled with love, and far outbluſhed the damaſk roſe! 
And ah ! for ever filenced is that tongue, whoſe elo- 


quence had power to lull the pangs of miſery and 


care! 
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care ! No more ſhall my attention be raviſhed with: 
che muſic of that voice, which uſed to thrill in ſoft 
vibrations to my foul! O ſainted ſpirit! O un- 
ſpotted ſhade of her whom IT adored ! of her whoſe 
memory 1 ſhall ſtill revere with Ry ſorrow 
and regret ! of her whoſe image will be the Jait idea 
that forſakes this hapleſs boſom ! Now art thou con- 
ſcious of my integrity and love; now doſt thou be- 
hold the anguiſh that I feel. If. the pure eſſence of 
thy nature will permit, wilt thou, ah! wilt thou in- 
dulge a wretched youth with fome kind ſignal of 
thy notice, with ſome taken of thy approbation ! 
Wilt thou aſſume a medium of embodied air, in ſem-- 
blance of that lovely form, which now lies moulder- 
ing in this dreary tomb, and ſpeak the. words of 
peace to my diſtempered ſoul! Return, Monimia! 
appear, though but for one ſhort moment, to my 
longing eyes! vouchſafe one ſmile; Renaldo will be 
ſatisfied ; Renaldo's heart will be at reſt; his grief 
no more will overflow its banks, but glide with equal 
current to his lateſt hour! Alas! theſe are the rav- 
ings of my delirious forrow l. Monimia hears not my 
complaints; her ſoul, ſublimed far, far above all ſub- 
lunary cares, enjoys that felicity, of: which ſhe was 
debarred on earth. In vain I: ſtretch theſe eyes, en- 
vironed with darkneſs, undiftinguiſhing and void: no» 
object meets my view; no found ſalutes: mine ear, ex- 
cept the noiſy wind that whiſtles. through theſe vault-- 
ed caves of death.?“ e | 
Ia this kind of exclamation did Renaldo paſs the: 
night, not without a certain ſpecies of woful enjoy-- 
ment, which the ſoul is often able to conjure up from: 
tie depths of diſtreſs; inſomuch, that when the- 
morning intruded on his privacy, he could ſcarce be- 
heve it was tlie light of day, ſo. faſt: had flceted the: 
miagutes of his devotion. i SW frag 
lis heart, being thus diſburdened, and, his impa-- 
neuce. pritified, he. became. fo calm and compoſed, 
e thatt 
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that Don Diego was equally pleaſed and aftoniſhed 
at the air of ſerenity with which he came forth, and 
_embraced him with warm acknowledgments of his 
goodneſs and attachment. He frankly owned, that 


has. 


mind was now more at eaſe than he had ever 


found it, ſince he firſt received the fatal intimation of 
his loſs ; that a few ſuch feaſts would entirely moder- 
ate the keen appetite of his forrow, which he would 
afterwards feed with leſs precipitation. 

He alfo imparted to the Caſtilian the plan of a 
monument, which he had deſigned for the incom- 
. parable Monimia; and Don Diego was fo much 
ſtruck with the deſcription, that he ſolicited his ad- 
vice in projecting another, of a different nature, to 
be erected to the memory of his own ill-fated wife 


and 


daughter, ſhould he ever be able ta re-eſtabliſa 


himſelf in Spain. 


C HAP. LXIII. 


He renews the rites of ſorrow, and is entranced. 


I | HILE they amuſed themſelves with #8 ER fath 


the 


of converſation, the phy ſician returned with 
coach, and accompanied them back to their inn, 


where he left them to their repoſe, after having pro- 
miſed to call again at noon, and conduc Renaldo to. 


the 


houſe of Madame Clement, the benefaAreſs of 


Monimia, to whom he eagerly deſired. to be intro- 


duced. 
The a 


ppointment was obſerved with all imaginable 


punctuality on both ſides. Melvil had arrayed him- 
felf in a ſuit of deep mourning ; and he found the 
good lady in the like habit, aſſumed upon the ſame. 
occaſion. The goodneſs of her heart was manifeſt in 


her 


vered itfelf in a flood. of tears, which he ſhed at her 


countenance : the ſenſibility of the youth diſco- 


Appearance. 
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appearance. His ſenſations were too full for utter- 
ance 3. nor was ſhe, for ſome time, able to give him 
welcome. While ſhe led him by the hand to a feat, 
the drops-of ſympathy ruſhed into either eye; and at 
length the broke filence, fay ing, Count, we mult - 
aequitſce in the diſpeuſations of Providence, and 
quiet the tranſports of our grief, with a full aſſurance 
that Monimia is happy.“ 

This name was the key that unlocked the faculty 
of his ſpeech, I mu ſtrive, ſaid he, to eaſe the an- 
guiſh of my heart with that conſolation. But ſay, 
humane, benevolent lady, to whoſe compaſſion and 
generoſity that bapleſs orphan was indebted for the 
laſt peaceful moment ſhe enjoyed upon earth; fay, in 
all your acquaintance with human nature, in all your 
mtercourſe with the daughters of men, in all the ex- 

_ erciſe of your charjty and beneficence, did you ever 
obſerve ſuch ſweetneſs, purity, and truth; fuch beauty, 
ſenſe, and perłection, as that which was the inherit- 
ance of her whoſe fate I ſhall for ever deplore ? 
« She was indeed (replied the lady) the” beſt and 
faireſt of her Tex.”  _ - - | | 

This was the beginning of a converſation: touching 
that lovely victim, in the courſe of which, he ex- 
plained thoſe wicked arts which Fathom practiſed to. 
alienate his. affetions from the adorable Monimia ;. 
and ſhe deſcribed the cunning hints, and falſe inſinua- 
tions by which that traitor had aſperſed the unſuſpect - 
ing lover, and ſoiled his character in the opinion of 
the virtuous orphan. The intelligence he obtaiaed 
on this occaſion, added indignation to his grief. The 

whole myſtery of Monimia's behaviour, which he- 
could not before explain, now ſtood diſeloſed before 
him: he ſaw the gradual progreſs of that infernat. 
plan, which had been laid for their mutual ruin; and. 
his ſoul was inflamed with ſuch deſire of vengeance, 
that he would have taken his leave abruptly, in order- 
to {ct on foot an immediate enquiry about the perſi- 

| N dious. 
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dious author of his wrongs, that he might extermin- 
ate ſuch à monſter of iniquity from the face of the 
earth. But he was reſtrained by Madame Clement, 
ho gave him to underſtand, that Fathom was al- 
ready overtaken by the vengeance of Heaven; for ſhe 
had traced him in all the courſe of his fortune, from 
his firſt appearance in the medical ſphere to his total 
eclipſe. She repreſented the villain as a wretch alto- 
gether unworthy of his attention: ſhe ſaid, he was fo 
covered with infamy, that no perſon could enter the 
liſts againſt him, without bearing away ſome ſtain of 
diſhonour ; that he was, at preſent, peculiarly pro- 
tected by the law, and ſheltered from the reſentment _ 
of Renaldo, in the cavern of hs diſgrace. | 
Melvil, glowing with rage, replied, that he was a 
venomous ſerpent, which it was incumbent on every 
foot to cruſh ; that it was the duty of every man to 
contribute his whole power in freeing ſociety from 
fuch a ' pernicious hypocrite; and that, if fuch in- 
ſtances of perfidy and ingratitude were ſuffered-to paſs 
with impunity, virtue and plain-dealing would foon | 
be expelled from the habitations of men. Over and: 
above theſe motives, (faid he), 1 own myſelf ſo. viti- 
ated with the allay of human paſſion and infirmity, 
that I defire, I eagerly pant for an occaſton of meet- 
ing him hand to hand, where I may upbraid him with. 
his treachery, and ſhower down: vengeance and de 
ſtruction on his perfidious head.?ꝰ?̃ _ 
Then he recounted the anecdotes of our adventurer 
which he had learned in Germany and Flanders, and 
concluded with declaring his unalterable reſolution ot: 
releaſing him from jail, that he might have an oppor- 
tunity of ſacrifieing him, with his-own hand, to the 
manes of Monimia.. The diſcreet lady, perceiving 
the perturbation of his mind, would not farther com- 
bat the impetuoſity of his:paſſion ; contenting herſe't. 
with exacting a promiſe, that he would not execute 
bis purpoſe, until he ſhould: have deliberated . 
d 5 | | EE. ars 
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days upon the conſequences by which a ſtep of that 


kind might be attended. Before. the expiration of 


that term, ſhe thought meaſures might be taken to 
prevent the young gentleman from expoſing his life 
or reputation to unneceſſary hazard. 
Having complied with her requeſt in this particu- 
lar, he took his leave, after he had, by repeated en- 
' treaties, prevailed upon her to accept a jewel, in to- 
ken of his veneration for the kind benefaQreſs of his 
deceaſed Monimia : nor could his generous heart be 
ſatisfied, until he had forced a confiderable preſent 
on the humane phyſician, -who had attended her in 
her laſt moments, and now diſcovered a particular 
ſympathy and concern for her deſponding lover. 
This gentleman attended him to the houſe of the be- 
nevolent Joſhua, where they dined, and where Don 
Diego was recommended, in the molt fervid terms of 
friendſhip, to the good offices of their hoſt. Not 
that this duty was performed in preſence of the 
ſtranger ; Renaldo's delicacy would not expoſe his 
friend to ſuch a ſituation. While the phyſician, be- 
fore dinner, entertained that ftranger in one apart- 
ment, Melvil withdrew into another with the Jew, to 
whom he diſcloſed the affair of the Caſtilian, with 
certain: circumſtances, which ſhall in due time be re- 
vealed. NET 5 
Joſhua's curioſity being whetted by this informa- 
tion, he could not help eyeing the Spaniard at table 
with ſuch a particular flare, that Don Diego perceiv- 
ed his attention, and took umbrage at the freedom of 
his regard. Being unable to conceal- his diſpleaſure, 
he addrefled himſelf. to the Hebrew, with great ſo- 
lemnity, in the Spaniſh tongue, ſaying, „ Signior, 
is there any ſingularity in my appearance? or, do 
you recolle& eee of Don Naga de Zelos 2?- 
„ Sigmor Don Diego, (replied the other in pure 
Caſtilian), I crave your pardon for the rudeneſs of 
my curioſity, which prompted me to ſurvey a noble- 
| | man, 
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man, whoſe character I revere, and to whoſe misfor- 


tunes I am no ſtranger :. indeed, were curioſity alone 
concerned, I ſhould be without excuſe ; but as I am 
heartily zaclined to ſerve you, as far as my weak a- 
dilities extend, I hope your generoſity will not im 
any little inyoluntary treſpaſs of punctilio to my 
want of cordislity or eſteem.““ | 
The Spaniard was not only appeaſed by this apo- 
 logy, but alſo affected with the compliment and the 
 knguage in which it was conveyed. He thanked 
the Jew for his kind declaration, intreated him to 
bear with the peevaſhneſs of a diſpoſition, ſore with 
the galling hand of afflition 3 and turning up his 
edt heaven, „ Were it poſſible, cried be, for fate 
to reconcile contradictions, and recal the irremeable 
current of events, I would now believe, that there 
was happineſs ſtill in reſerve for the forlorn Zelos ; 
now that I tread the land of freedom and humanity ; 
now that I find myſelf befriended by the moſt gener- 
ous of men. Alas! I aſk not happineſs ! If, by the 
kind endeavours of the gallant Count de Melvil, to 
whom I am already indebted for my life, and by the 
efforts of his friends, the honour of my name thail 
be purified and cleared From the poiſonous ſtains of 
malice, by winch it is at preſent ſpotted; I ſhall then 
enjoy all that ſatisfaction which deſtiny can beſtow 
| n a wretch whoſe woes are incurable.” 
Renaldo comforted him with the affarance of his 
being on the eve of triumphing over his adverſa- 
ries: and Joufkua confirmed conſolation, by 
giving him to underſtand, that he had correſpondents 
in Spain, of ſome influence in the ſtate; that he had 
already written to them on the ſubject of Don Die- 
go, in conſequence of a letter which he had. received 
from Melvil, while he tarried at Mons, and that he, 
every poſt, expected a favourable anſwer on that. 
- Tubject. | IP; | ES dg * | 
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After dinner, the phyſician took his leave, though 
not before he had promiſed to meet Renaldo at night, 
and accompany him in the repetition of his midnight 
viſit to Monimia's tomb: for this pilgrimage the un- 
fortunate youth reſolved nightly to perform, during 
the whole time of his reſidence in England: it was, 
indeed, a ſort of pleaſure, the ha vos cf which en 
abled him to bear the toil of living throvgh.the day; 
though his patience was almoſt quite exhauſted before 

the hour of aſſignation arrived. 1 

When the dector appeared with the coach, he 
leaped into it with great eagerneſs, after he had, 
with much difficulty, prevailed with Don Diego to 
ſlay at home, on account of his health, which was. 
not yet perfectly eſtabliſned. The Caſtilian, however, 
would not comply with his requeſt, until he had ob- 
tained the Count's promife, that he ſhould be per- 
mitted to accompany him next night, and take that 
duty alternately with the phyſician. 1 

About midnight they reached the place, where 


they ſound the ſexton in waiting, according to the 


orders he had received: the door was opened, the 


mourner conducted to the tomb, and left, as before, 


to the gloom of his own meditations. Again he 
laid himſelf on the cold ground; again he renewed 
his lamentable train : his imagination began to be 


heated into an eeſtacy of enthuſiaſm, during which 


he again fervently invoked the ſpirit of his deceaſetl 
Monimia. N oF 

In the midſt-of theſe invocations, his ear was ſud- 
denly 4nvaded with the ſound ct ſome few folemn 
notes, iſſuing from the organ, which ſeemed to feel. 
the impulſe of an inviſible hand. 


At this awful ſalutation, Melvil was 'rouſet! 10 the 


keeneſt ſenſe of ſurpriſe and attention: reaſon ſhrunk 
before the thronging ideas bf his fancy, which re- 
Preſented this muſic as the prelude to ſomething 
ſtrange and ſypernatural; and while he waited for 

| | + the 
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the ſequel, the place was ſuddenly illuminated, and 
each ſurrounding object brought under the cognizance 
of his eye. . | 
What paſſed within his mind on this occaſion, is 
not eaſy to deſcribe ; his faculties were ſwallowed up 
by thoſe of ſeeing and hearing: he had mechanically 
raiſed himſelf upon one knee, with his body advanc. 
ing forwards ; and in this attitude he gazed with a 
:Jook, through which his ſoul ſeemed eager to eſcape, 
To his view, thus ſtrained upon vacant ſpace, in a 
few minutes appeared the figure of a woman arrayed 
in white, with a veil that covered her face, and flow. 
ed down upon her back and ſhoulders : The phan. 
tom approached him with an eaſy ſtep, and, lifting 
-up her veil, diſcovered (believe it, O reader !) the in- 
dividual countenance of Monimia. 

At ſight of theſe well known features, ſeemingly 
improved with new celeſtial graces, the youth be— 
came a ſtatue, expreſſing amazement, love, and au- 
ful adoration. He ſaw: the apparition ſmile with 
meek benevolence, divine compaſſion, warmed and 
intendered by that fond, pure flame, which death 
could not extinguiſh : he heard the voice of his Mo. 
"nimia call Renaldo! Thrice he eſſayed to anſwer; 
as oft his tongue denied its office: his hair ſtood up- 
right, and a cold vapour ſeemed to thrill through 
every nerve. This was not fear, but the infirmity of 
human nature, oppreſſed by the preſence of a ſupe- 
rior being. = „ | 
At length his agony was overcome; he recollect- 
ed all his reſolution, and, in a ſtrain of awe-ſtruck 
rapture, thus addreſſed the heavenly viſitant. Halt 
thou then heard, pure ſpirit! the wailings of my 
grief? haſt thou deſcended from the realms of blils, 
in pity to my wo? and art thou come to ſpeak the 
words of peace to my deſponding ſoul? To bid the 
*wretched ſmile; to lift the load of miſery and car: 
from the afflicted breaſt ; to fill thy lover's heart with 
BAS | g 107 
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joy 124 pleaſing hope, was ſtill the darling taſk of 
my Monimia, ere yet refined to that perfection, 


vhich mortality can never attain. No wonder then, 


bleft ſhade, that now,' when reunited to thy native 
heaven, thou art ſtill kind, propitious, and beneficent 
to us, who groan in this inhoſpitable vale of ſorrow 
thou haſt Ie . Tell me, ah! tell me, doſt thou ſtill 
remember thoſe fond hours we paſſed together? 
Doth that enlightened boſom feel a pang of 7 

gret, when thou recalleſt our fatal ſeparation ? Sure, 
that meekened glance beſpeaks thy ſympathy? Ah! 
how that tender look o'erpowers me ! Sacred heaven ! 
the pearly drops of pity trickle down thy cheeks ! 
Such are the tears that angels ſhed o'er man's diſtreſs! 
Turn not away: thou beckoneſt me to follow: yes, 
J will follow thee, ethereal ſpirit, as far as theſe 
weak limbs, incumbered with mortality, will bear 
my weight; and, would to heaven! I could, with 
eaſe, put off theſe vile, corporeal ſhackles, and at- 
tend thy flight.” ft” i Fol $3428. 5 

© 80 ſaying, he ſtarted from the ground, and, in a 
tranſport of eager expectation, at awful diſtance, 
traced the footſteps of the apparition, which, enter- 
ing a detached apartment, ſunk 'down upon a chair, 
and with a figh. exclaimed, „ Indeed, this is too 
much ” What was the diſorder of Renaldo's mind, 
when he perceived this phenomenon !- Before reflec- 
tion could perform its office, moved by a ſudden im- 
pulſe, he ſprung forwards, crying, „If it be death 
to touch thee, let me die!“ and caught in bis arms, 
not the ſhadow, but the warm ſubſtance of the all- 
accompliſhed Monimia. Myſterious powers of 
providence ! this is no phantom ! this is no ſhade! 
This is the life! the panting boſom of her whom 1 
have ſo long, ſo bitterly deplored ! J fold her in my 
arms! I preſs her glowing breaſt to mine! I ſee her 


bluſh with virtuous pleaſure and ingenuous love ! She 


ſmiles upon me with iachanting tenderneſs! O let me 


gaze 


oft re-. 
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gaze on that tranſcendent beauty, which, the more ! 
view it, raviſhes the more! Theſe charms are too 
intenſe; I ficken while I gaze! Merciful heaven! is 
not this a mere illuſion of the brain! Was ſhe not 
fled for ever? Had not the cold hand of death di. 
yorced her from my hope? This mult be ſome flat. 
tering viſion of my diſtempered fancy! perhaps ſome 
ſoothing dream: if ſuch it be, grant, O ye heavenly 


4. powers! that I may never wake,” 


O gentle youth! {replied the beauteous orphan, 
fill claſped in his embrace), what joy now fills the 
boſom of Monimia, at this triumph of thy virtue 
and thy love? When I ſee theſe tranſports of thy 
affection, when I find thee reftored to that place in 
my eſteem and admiration, which thou hadſt loit by 
the arts of calumny and malice! this is a meeting 
which my moſt ſanguine hopes durſt not preſage !” 

So entirely were the faculties of Renaldo engroſ- 
ſed in the contemplation of his reſlored Monimia, 
that he ſaw not the reſt of the company, who wept 
with tranſport over this affecting ſcene. He was 
therefore amazed at the interpoſition of Madame 
Clement, who, while the - ſhower of ſympathetic 
pleaſure bedewed her cheeks, congratulated the lo- 
vers upon this happy event, crying, „ Thele are the 


| Joys which virtue calls her own.” They alſo received 


the compliments of a reverend clergyman, who told 
Monimia, ſhe had reaped, at laſt, the fruits of that 
pious reſignation to the will of heaven, which ke 
fo devoutly praQtiſed during the term of her af 
fliction : and, laftly, they were accoſted by the phy- 
fician, who was not quite fo hackneyed in the ways of 
death, or ſo callous to the finer ſenſations of the 
ſoul, but that he blubbered plentifully, while he pe- 
titioned heaven in behalf of ſuch an accompliſhed and 
deferving pair. 3 | | 
Monimia, taking Madame Clement by the hand, 
© Whatever joy, {aid ſhe, Renaldo derires from this 
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occaſion, is owing to the bounty, the compaſſion, 
and maternal care of this incomparable lady, roge- 
ther with the kind admonitions and” humanity of 
theſe two worthy gentlemen.” 
Melvil, whoſe paſſions were ſtil] in agitation, and 
whoſe mind could not yet digeſt the -1nerdents that 
occurred, embraced them all by turns, but, like the 
faithful needle, which, though ſhaken for an inſtant 
from its poize, immediately regains its true direction, 
and points invariably to the pole, he ſoon returned 
to his Monimia : again he held her in his arms; a- 


gain he drank inchantment from her eyes, and thus 


poured forth the effuſions of his foul: “ Can I then 
truſt the evidence of ſenſe? And art thou really to 
my wiſh reſtored! Never, O never did thy beauty 
ſhine with ſuch bewitching grace, as that which now 
confounds and captivates my view] Sure there is ſome- 
thing more than mortal in thy looks! Where haſt thou 
lived? where borrowed this perfection? whence art 
thou now deſcended? Oh! I am all amazement, joy 
and fear! Thou wilt not leave me! no! we mult not 
part: again : by this warm kiſs! a thouſand times 
more ſweet than all the fragrance of the eaſt! we ne- 
ver more will part. O this is rapture, ecſtaſy, and 
what no language can explain!“ | 

In the midit of theſe ejaculations, he raviſhed a 
banquet from her glowing lips, that kindled in his 
Heart a flame, which ruſhed through every vein, and 
glided co his marrow: this was a privilege he had 
never claimed before, and now permited as a recom- 
om for all the penance he had ſuffered : neverthe- 
tels, the cheeks of Monimia, who was altogether 
unaccuſtomed to ſuch familiarities, underwent a to- 
tal ſuffuſion; and Madame Clement diſcreetly reliev- 


ed her from the anxiety of her fituation, by interfer» - 


ing in the diſcourſe, and rallying the Count upon 
his endeayours to monopolize ſuch a banquet of hap- 
pineſs. e eee 

. « O my 
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? 


% O my dear lady! (replied Renaldo, who by 


this time had, in ſome meaſure, recovered his recol. 


lection) forgive the wild tranſports of a fond lover, 


who hath ſo unexpectedly retrieved the jewel of his 
ſoul! Yet, far from wiſhing to hoard up his treaſure, 
he means to communicate and diffuſe his happineſs to 
all his friends. O my Monimia! how will the plea. 
ſure of this hour be propagated! As yet thou 
knoweſt not all the bliſs that is reſerved for thy en. 


joyment. Meanwhile, I 5 to learn by what con- 


trivance this happy interview hath been effected: ſtill 
am I ignorant how I was tranſported into this apart- 
ment, from the lonely vault in which I mourned o. 


ver my ſuppoſed misfortune ! 


CHAP. LXIV. 
The myſtery unfolded. Another recognition, which, it i; 
to be hoped, the reader could not foreſee. 


"EE French lady then explained the whole my\- 

tery of Monimia's death, as a ftratagem ſhe 
had concerted with the clergyman and doctor, in or- 
der to defeat the permcious deſigns of Fathom, who 
ſeemed determined to ſupport his falſe pretenſions, by 


_dint of perjury and fraud, which they would have 


found it ,very difficult to elude. She obſerved, that 
the phyſician had actually deſpaired of Monimia's 
life, and it was not till after ſhe herſelf was made 
acquainted with the prognoſtic, that ſhe wrote the 
letter to Renaldo, which ſhe committed to the care 
of Madame Clement, with an earneſt intreaty, that 
it ſhould not be ſent till after her deceaſe : but that 
lady believing the Count had been certainly abuſed 
by his treacherous confident, diſpatched the billet 
without the knowledge of Monimia, whoſe health 
was reſtored by the indefatigable care of the phyſi- 
: 1 22 . Clan, 
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| cian, and the ſage exhortations of the clergyman, by 


which ſhe was reconciled to life. In a word, the 


| villany of Fathom had inſpired her with ſome 


faint hope that Renaldo might ſtill be innocent 
and that notion contributed not a little to her 
cure. | N | 
The letter having ſo effectually anſwered their 
warmeſt hopes, in bringing back Renaldo ſuch a pat- 


tern of conſtancy and love; the confederates, in con- 


ſequence of his enthuſiaſtic ſorrow, had planned this 
meeting, as the molt intereſting way of reſtoring two 
virtuous lovers to the arms of each other ; for which 


purpoſe, the good clergyman had pitched upon his 


own church, and indulged them with the uſe of the 
veſtry, in which they now were preſented with a ſmall 
but elegant collation, _ N 
Melvil heard this ſuccin& detail with equal joy and 
admiration: he poured forth the dictates of his gra- 
titude to the preſervers of his happineſs : * This 
church, ſaid he, ſhall henceforth poſſeſs a double ſhare 
of my veneration ; this holy man will, J hope, finiſh 
the charitable work he has begun, by tying thoſe 


bands of our happineſs which nought but death ſhall 


have power to unbind.” Then turning to that ob- 
je& which was the ſtar of his regard, Do I not 
over-rate, ſaid he, my intereſt with the fair Moni- 
mia?“ She made no verbal reply; but anſwered by 
an emphatic glance, more eloquent than all the pow- 
er of rhetoric and ſpeech. This language, which is 
univerſal in the world of love, he perfectly well un- 
derſtood, and, in token of that faculty, ſealed the 
aſſent which ſhe had ſmiled, with a kiſs imprinted on 
ber poliſhed forehead. | yy : 

In order to diſſipate thoſe intereſting ideas, which, 
by being too long indulged, might have endangered 
his reaſon, Madame Clement intreated him to enter- 
tain the company with a detail of what had happen- 


ed to him in his laſt journey to the empire, and Mo- 
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nimia expreffed a deſire of knowing, in particular, th, 
iſſue of his conteſt with Count Trebaſi, who, (4. 
knew, had uſurped the fucceſſion of his father. I 

Thus folicited, he conld not refaſe to gratify their 

curioſity and concern: he explained his obligations 0 
the benevolent Jew ; related the ſteps he had © a at Vi. 
enna for the recovery of his inheritance ; informed then 
of his happy rencounter with his father-in-law ; of his 
ſiſter's deliverance and marriage; * of the danger i into 
which his life had been precipitated by the news of 
Monimia's death; and laſtly, of his ere with 
the banditti, in Mrd of a gentleman who (he after. 
wards underſtood) had been robbed in the moſt baſe 
and barbatous manner by Fathom. He likewiſe, to 
the aſtoniſhment of all preſent, and of his miſtreſs in 
particular, communicated ſome circumſtances which 
| ſhall appear in due ſeaſon. 

Monimia's tender frame being quite fatigued with 
the ſcene ſhe had ated, and her mind overwhelmed 
with the proſperous tidings ſhe had heard, after hay- 

jag joined the congratulations of the company on the 
good fortune of her Renaldo, begged leave to retire, 
that ſhe mi ht, by repoſe, recruit her exhauſted ſpi- 
rits; and ha night being pretty far ſpent, ſhe was 
conducted by Wi. lover to Madame Clement's coach, 
that ſtood in waiting, in which alſo the reft of the 
company made ſhift: to embark, and were carried to 
the houſe of that good lady, where; after they were 
invited to dine, and Melvil intreated to bring Don 
Diego and the Jew along with him, they took Jeave 
of one another, and retired to their reſpective lodg- 
ings in a tranſport of joy and ſatisfaction. 

As for Renaldo, his rapture was ſtill mixed with 
apprehenſion that all he had feen and heard was no 
more than an unfubſtantial viſtop, raiſed by ſome gay 

- delirium of a difordered imagination. While his 
breaſt underwent thoſe violent, though bliſsfal emo- 


tions of joy aud —— his friend, the . 
pent 
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ſpent the night in ruminating over his own calami-. 
ties; and in a ſerious and ſevere review of his own 


Conduct. He compared his own'behaviour with that 


of the young Hungarian, and found himſelf ſo light 
in the ſcale, that he ſmote his breaſt with violence, 
exclaiming in an agony of remorſe, _ 1 

« Count Melvil has reaſon to grieve; Don Diego 


3 to deſpair: his misfortunes flow from the villany of 
mankind; mine are the fruit of my own madneſs: he 
laments the loſs of a miſtreſs, who fell a ſacrifice to 


the perfidious arts of a crafty traitor : ſhe was beau- 


WW tiful, virtuous, accompliſhed, and affectionate; he 


was fraught with ſenſibility and love; doubtleſs, his 


heart muſt have deeply ſuffered ; his behaviour de- 


notes the keenneſs of his wo; his eyes are ever-flow- 
ing fountains, of tears; his boſom the habitation of 
ſighs; five hundred leagues hath he meaſured in a 
pilgrimage to her tomb; nightly he viſits the dreary 
vault where ſhe now lies at reſt ; her ſolitary grave is 
his couch; he converſes with darkneſs and the dead, 
until each lonely iſle re-echoes his diſtreſs, What 


would be his penance, had he my cauſe! were he 


conſcious of having murdered a beloved wife and dar- 
ling daughter! Ah wretch ! ah cruel homicide! what, 
had thoſe dear victims done to merit ſuch a fate? 
Were they not ever gentle and obedient, ever aiming 


to give thee ſatisſaction and delight! Say, that Se- 


rafina was enamoured of a peaſant ; ſay, that ſhe had 
degenerated from the honour of her race: the incli- 
nations are involuntary : perhaps that ſtranger was, 
her equal in pedigree and worth. Had they been, 


fairly queſtioned, they might have juſtiſied, at leaſt 
excuſed that conduct which appeared ſo criminal; or, 


had they owned the offence, and ſupplicated pardon— 
Ah, barbarous monſter that I am ! was all the huſ-. 
band, was all the father extinguiſhed in my heart? 
How ſfall my own errors be forgiven, if I refuſed to 


pardon the frailties of my own blood; of thoſe who 
II. | I are 
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are moſt dear to my affection! Yet nature pleaded 
ſtrongly in their behalf l my heart was burſting while 
1 Ted them to 3 of death. I was mad- 
dened with revenge! I was guided by that ſavage 
principle which faflely we call honour en — 
toml that aſſumes the ſpecious title, and miſleads our 
wretched nation! Is it then honourable to ſculk like 
an aſſaſſin, and plunge the ſecret dagger in the heart 
of ſome unhappy man who hath incurred my ground. 
Ieſs jealouſy or faſpicion, without indulging him with 
that opportunity which the worſt criminal enjoys? or 
is it honourable to poiſon two defenceleſs women, a 
tender wife, an amiable daughter, whom even a frown 
would almoſt have deftroyed! Oh! this is cowardice, 
brutality, hell-bora fury and revenge! Heaven hath 
mot mercy to forgive ſuch execrable guilt. Who 
gave thee power, abandoned ruffian ! over the lives 
of thoſe whom God hath ſtationed as thy fellows of 
bation ; over thoſe whom he had ſent to comfort 


and afliſt thee; to ſweeten all thy cares, and ſmooth 


the rough uneven paths of life? O I am doomed 
to never- ceafing horror and remorſe! If miſery can 


_ atone for ſuch enormous guilt, I have felt it in the 


extreme: like an undying vulture, it preys upon my 
heart ; to forrow I am wedded; I hug that teeming 


comfort to my foul : never, ah! never ſhall we part: 


for, ſoon as my fame ſhall ſhine unelouded by the 
charge of treaſon that now hangs over it, I will de- 
vote myſelf” to penitence and wo; a cold damp pave- 
ment ſhall be my bed; my raiment ſtiall be ſack- 
cloth; the fields ſhall furnifh herbage for my food; 
the ſtream ſhall quench my thirſt ; the minutes ſhall 
be numbered by my groans; the night be privy to 
my ſtrains of ſorrow, till heaven, in pity to my ſuf- 
frings, releaſe me from the penance I endure. Per- 
Maps the ſaints whom I have murdered, will inter- 
cede for my remiſſion.“ . AA 
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Such was the exerciſe of grief in whicli'the hap- 


lels Caſtilian conſumed the night. He had not yet 


conſigned himſelf to reſt, when Renaldo, entering his 
9 — 2 

ture in his countenance, as overwhelmed him with 2 
mazement; for, till that moment, he had never ſeen 
his viſage unobſcured with Wo. Pardon this ab- 
| intruſion, my friend, cried Melvil; I could no 
longer withhold from your participation, the great, 
the unexpected turn which hath this might diſpelled 
all my ſorrows, and reſtored me to the fruition of in- 
effable joy» Monimia lives 1 the fair, the tender, the 
virtuous Monimia lives, and ſmiles upon my vows! 
This night I retrieved ber from the grave : 1 held 
her in theſe arms: I preſſed her warm, delicious lips 
to mine! O! I am giddy with intolerable pleaſure. 
Don Diego was confounded at this declaration, 
which he conſidered as the effect of a diſordered 
brain. He never doubted that Renaldo's grief had 


at length overpowered his reaſon, and that his words 


were the effect of mere frenzy. While he muſed ox 
this melancholy ſubject, the Count compoſed his fea- 


tures, and, in a ſuccin&t and well connected detail, 


explained the whole myſtery of his happmeſs, to the 
inexpreſſible aſtoniſhment of the Spamard, who ſhed 
tears of ſatisfaction, and, ſtraining the Hungarian te 


to his breaſt, O my. ſon! ſaid be, you ſee what. 


recompence heaven hath in ftore for thoſe who purſue 
the paths of real virtue ; thoſe paths from which I 
myſelf have been fatally miſled by a faithleſs vapour, 
which hath feduced my ſteps, and left me darkling 
in the abyſs of  wretchedneſs.. Such ad you deſaibe 
this happy fair, was once my Serafina, rich in every 


= pants mind and body which nature could beftow. 
: ad it pleaſed heaven to bleſs hier with à lover like 


Renaldo ! But no more: the-irrevocable ſhaft is Bed+ 


[ will not talat your'enjoymenty with my unavailing 
de TREAT. of 16521 ous 
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whoſe perfections I have ſeen refle 


1968 THE ADVENTURES OF 


- Melvil affured this diſconſolate father, that nc 
pleaſure, no avocation ſhould ever ſo entirely ingroſs 
his mind, but that he ſhould ſti} find an hour for 
ſympathy and friendſhip. He communicated the in. 
vitation of Madame Clement, and infiſted upon bis 
compliance, that he might have an opportunity of 
ſeeing and approving the object of his paſſion. « ] 
can refuſe nothing to the requeſt of Count de Melyil, 
replied: the Spaniard, and it were ungrateful in me 


anflamed with a defire of beholding a young lady, 
Hed in your ſor- 

row: my. curioſity ' is, moreover, intereſted on ac- 
count of that humane gentlewoman, whoſe uncom- 
mon generoſity ſneltered ſuch virtue in diſtreſs; but 
my diſpoſition is infectious, and will, I am afraid, 
hang like a damp upon the general feſlivity of your | 
friends.ꝰ ie „„ 
Melvil would take no denial, and, having obtain- 
ed his conſent; repaired to the houſe of Joſhua, whoſe 
countenance ſeemed to unbend gradually into a total 
expreſſion of joy and ſurprize, as he learned the cir- 
cumſtances of this amazing event. He faithfully 
promiſed to attend the Count at the appointed hour, 
and in the mean time earneſtly exhorted him to take 
ſome repoſe, in order to quiet the agitation of his 
ſpirits, which muſt have been violently hurried on 
this; occaſion. The advice was falutary, and Renal - 
do xeſol ved to follow it. e 1 & 
He returned to his lodgings, and laid himſelf 
down; but, notwithſtanding the fatigue he had un- 
dergone, ſleep refuſed tg, viſit his eye-lids, all his fa- 
eulties; being kept in motion by the ideas that crowd- 
ed ſo feſt upon his img nation: nevertheleſs, though 
bis mind continued: in agitat ion, his hody was refreſl - 
ed, and he zroſe ãu, the: ſorenoon with mort ſerenitj 
nd vigour than he had cojoyed: for many manths: WR 

very moment his heart throbbed with new rapture, 
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when he found himſelf on the brink of poſſeſſing all 
that his ſoul held dear and amiable. He put on his 
gayeſt looks and apparel; inſiſted upon the Caſtilian's 
doing the ſame honour to the occafion ; and the al- 
teration of dreſs produced ſuch an advantageous 
change in the appearance of Don Diego, that when 
Joſhua arrived at the appointed hour, he could ſcarce 
recognize his features, and complimented him very 
politely on the improvement of his looks. 5 
True it is, the Spaniard was a perſonage of a very 
prepoſſeſſing mien, and noble deportment; and had 
not grief, by increaſing his native gravity, in ſome 
r diſcompoſed the ſymmetry of his counte- 
nance, he would have paſſed for a man of a very ami- 
able and engaging phyſiognomy. They ſet out in 


the. Jew's coach for the houſe of Madame Clement, 


and were uſhered into an apartment, where they found 


the clergyman and phyſician with that lady, to 


whom Don Diego and the Hebrew were by Melvil 
introduced, ; | SIP 0 

Before they had ſeated themſelves, Renaldo en- 
quired about the health of Monimia, and was direct- 
ed to the next room by Madame Clement, who per- 
mitted him to go thither and conduct her to the com- 
pany. He was not ſlow. in availing himſelf of this 
permiſſion ; he diſappeared in an inſtant, . and, during 
his ſhort abſence, Don Diego was ſtrangely diſturb- 


ed: the blood fluſhed, and forſook his cheeks by 


turns; a cold vapour ſeemed to ſhiver through his 


nerves ; and at his breaſt he felt uncommon palpita- 


tion. Madame Clement obſerved his diſcompoſure, 
and kindly enquired into the cauſe; when he replied, 


L have ſuch an intereſt in what concerns the Count 


de Melvil, and my imagination is ſo much prepoſ- 


ſeſſed with the perfections of Monimia, that I am, 


as it were, agonized with expectation; yet never did 
my curioſity before raiſe ſuch tumults as thoſe that 
now agitate my form !'* 3 
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Hie had ſearce pronounced theſe words, when the 
door re- opening, Renaldo led in this mirror of ele. 
ganee and beauty, at fight of whom the Iraelite's 
countenanee was diſtorted into a ſtare of admiration. 
But if ſuch was the aftoniſhment of Joſhua, what 
were the emotions of the Caſtilian, when, in the 


retrieves a darling child from the engulphing billows, 
ur devouring flame. The hope of Zelos had been 
totally extinguiſhed ;- his heart had been inceſſantly 
worn with anguiſh and remorſe, vpbraiding him as 
the murderer of Serafina. Hig therefore were the 
additional tranſports of a father diſburdened of the 
guilt of ſuch enormous homicide. His gcrves was 
bo much overpowered. by this ſudden recognition, 
to manifeſt the ſenſation of his ſoul by external ſigns. 
He ſtarted not, nor did he lift an hand ia token of 
ſurpriſe z he moved not from the ſpot on which he 
mood, but, rivetting his eyes to thofe of the lovely 
phantom, remained without motion, until ſhe, ap- 
proaching with her lover, fell at his feet, and claſp- 
ing his knees, exclaimed, May T yet call you fa- 
Pw, ͤ KK | 
This powerful ſhock arouzed his faculties ; a cold 
ſweat bedewed his farchead ; his knees began to tot- 
ter; he dropped upon the floor, and, throwing his 
arms around her, cried, „O Nature! O Serafina! 
Merciful Providence, thy ways are paſt finding out.“ 
So ſaying, he fell upon her neck, and wept aloud, 
The tears of fympathetic joy trickled down her ſnowy 
boſom, that heaved with rapture inexpreſſible. Re- 
naldo's eyes poured forth the briny ftream. The 


cheeks of Madame Clement were not dry in this con- 


RY 


juncture: ſhe kneeled by Serafina, kiſſed her with 


| all 
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all the eagerneſs of maternal affection, and with up- 
lifted hands adored the power that pre-ordained this 
bleſſed event: the clergyman and doctor intimately 
ſhared the general tranſport ; and as for Joſhua, the 
drops of true benevolence flowed from his eyes, like 
the oil on Aaron's beard, while he ſkipped about the 
room in an awkward ecitacy, and, in a voice refembling; 
the hoarſe notes of the long-eared tribe, cricd, & 
ſather Abraham! ſuch a moving ſcene hath not been 
aQed fince Joſeph diſcloſed himſelf unto his brethren 
in Egypt!“ | 2 
Don Diego having found utterance to his paſſion, 
proceeded. in this \{train, « Q1 my dear child! to 
lind thee thus again, after our laſt unhappy parting, 
is wonderful! miraculous 1 Bleſſed be the L ae 
almigbty power, that ſaved thee for this hour of joy! 
Yet while my heart yearns towards thee z while 1 
pant with inconceivable affection, and thus review 
theſe living features, which were o long my ſtudy 
and delight, L dare not aſk, by what rayfſterious 
means this meeting is effected; leſt, in the fond en- 
-quiry, I find my preſent bliſs unreal, and awake tw 
miſery again!“ | 
% O ever honoured father!“ ſhe replied, „ if to fee 
5 your Serafina at your feet, melting with filial love 
3 and veneration, can impart a gleam af ſatisfaction to 
[ your breaſty enjoy that pleaſure, and behold her now 
reſtored to your protection and paternal will, which 
ſhe never more will diſobey. Alas! had Heaven 
thought proper to reſer:e another parent for this in- 
terview, our joys had been complete; but ſhe hath 
already paid her debt to nature, and from the ſeat of 
15 looks down well pleaſed on this intereſting 
cene.“ a | 
Ah, my Antonia! cried the father, interrupt- 
ing her, ſhe is then at reſt, Peace be to her unſpot- 
ted ſoul ; to have found her here, had been too much : 
| how my Serafina hath ſurvived my blindfold rage, I 
| 14 | Kao 
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know not; but ſure the guilt of fair Antonia's 
death, ftill hangs upon my foul.” “? 
__« Diſmiſs that fatal thought, ſard* Serafina, my 
mother quietly bade adieu to life in England; ſhe 
peaceably expired within theſe arms, and with her 
lateſt breath prayed for her hapleſs huſband.*? „Her 
mind was ever godlike,“ he reſumed, „“ ſhe was a 
faint in virtue, ill beſtowed on ſuch a wretch as me: 
yet thy words have raiſed a dreadful burden from 
my conſcience : I am not then the dire affaſſin, who 
ſacrificed his wife and daughter to an infernal motive, 
falſely titled honour ! though I am more and more in- 
volved in a myſtery, which 1 long to hear ex- 
\ plained.” . DOT | 
«© That ſhall be my taſk, cried Renaldo; but firſt 
permit me to implore your ſanction to my paſſion 
for the incomparable Serafina. You already know 
our mutual ſentiment ; and though-I own the poſſeſ- 
| Hon of ſuch ineftimable worth and beauty, would be 
a recompence that infinitely tranſcends the merit I 


can plead, yet as it hath been my good fortune to 


inſpire her with a mutual flame, I hope to reap from 
your indulgence, what I could not expect from my 
own deſert; and here we preſent ourſelves, in hope 
of your paternal aſſent and benediction.“ | 
Were ſhe more fair, and good, and gentle than 
ſhe is, anſwered the Caſtilian, (and to my partial 
-obſervation, nought &er appeared on earth more 
'beauteous and engaging), I would approve your ti- 
tle to her heart, and recommend you to her ſmiles, 
with all a father's influence and power: yes, my 
daughter, my joy on this occaſion is infinitely aug- 
mented by the knowledge of thoſe tender ties of 
love that bind thee to this amiable youth; a youth! 
to whoſe uncommon courage and generoſity I owe 
my life and my ſub6Gftence, together with the inex- 
preſſible delight that now revels im my boſom. En- 


cal 


joy, my children, the happy fruits of your recipro- | 
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cal attachment. May Heaven, which hath graciouſ- 
ly conducted you through a labyrinth of perplexity 
and wo, to this tranfporting view of bliſsful days, 
indulge you with that uninterrupted ſtream of your 
felicity, which is the hope, and ought to be the 
boon of virtue, ſuch as yours.” | 
So ſaying, he joined their hands, and embraced 
them with the moſt cordial love and ſatisfaction, 
which diffuſed itſelf to every individual of the com- 
y, who fervently invoked the Almighty Power 

in behalf of this enraptured pair. The tumult of 
theſe emotions having a little ſubſided, and the Caſ- 
tilian being ſeated betwixt Renaldo and his beauteous 
bride, he politely beſpoke the indulgence, of Madame 
Clement, begging ſhe would permit him to demand 
the performance of the Count's promiſe, that he 
might be forthwith-made acquainted with thoſe -cir- 
cumſtances of his own fate, which he was ſo impa- 


tient to learn. 


The lady having aſſured bim, that ſhe and all the 
company would take pleaſure in hearing the recapi- 
tulation, the Spaniard, addreſſing himſelf to Melvil, 
In the name of Heaven! ſaid he, how could you 
ſupplant that rival, who fell a facrifice to my reſent- 
ment, after he had bewitched the heart of Serafina? 
for, ſure, the affection he had kindled in her breaſt, 
mult have long ſurvived his death.” « That rival, 
replied the Count, who incurred your diſpleaſure, . 
was no other than Renaldo.” With theſe words, he 
applied to one eye a patch of black filk provided for 
the purpoſe, and turning his face towards Don Die- 
go, that gentleman Rarted with aſtoniſhment, crying. 
„Good Heaven! the very countenance of Orlando, 


whom. I ſlew : this is ill more amazing!“ 


be Ab 1 | ; . 48 
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A reirofpettive link, neceſſary for the concatenation of 


' theſe memoirs. 


<« TNDULGE me with a patient hearing, proceed- 

1 ed the Hungarian, and all theſe riddles ſoon will 
be explained. Inflamed with the deſire of ſeeing fo- 
reigu countries, I diſobeyed the will of an Fangen 
father, from whoſe houſe, withdrawing privately, I 
ſet out for Italy, in diſguiſe, by the way of Tyrol, 
vilited Venice, Rome, Fiorence, and, embarking at 
Naples in an Engliſn ſhip, arrived at 8t Lucar, 
from whence J repaired to Seville. There, in a few 


days, was my curiofity engaged by the fame of the 


fair Serafina, who was juſtly deemed the moſt accom- 
pliſded beauty in that part of Spain. Nay, bluſh 


not, gentle creature! for, by my hopes of heaven! 


thy charms were even injured by the cold applauſe of 
that report : nevertheleſs, I was warmly intereſted 
by the uncommon character, and eagerly longed to 
ſee this pattern of perfection. As Don Diego did 
not train her up in that reſtraint to which the Spaniſh 


ladies are ſubjected, I ſoon found an opportunity cf 


ſeeing her at church; and no perſon. here preſent 
will, I preſume, doubt that I was inftantly captivat- 


ed by her beauty and deportment. Had I thought 


that Don Diego's favour was unengaged, perhaps 
I ſhould have followed the dictates of vanity and in- 
experience, and preſented myſelf in my own charac- 
tery" _— the crowd of her profeſſed admirers. I 
knew ber father had been an officer of diſtinguiſhed 


rank and reputation, and did not doubt that he would 


have regarded a young ſoldier of unexceptionable pe- 
digree, and, I will eren add, of unattainted fame; 


nor did I ſuppoſe my own father could have objected 


agaiuſt ſuck an advantageous match: but, by dint of 
FR | induſtrious 


1 
ma, 2 2 


; E * 
iI . ny oy At 


FERDINAND COUNT FATHOM. 203 


_ induſtrious, enquiry, I learned, that the divine Sera- 
fina was already betrothed to Don Manuel de Mens 
doza; and this information overwhelmed me with de- 
ſpair. ms 1 
1 having revolved a thouſand projects for re- 
tarding and preventing that deteſted union, I reſole- 
ed to avail myſelf of my talent for drawing, and 
profeſſed myſelf a maſter of that ſcience, in hope of 
being employed by the father of Serafina, who, I 
knew, let flip no opportunity of improving his daugh- 
ter's education. Accordingly, I had the good tor- 
tune to attract his notice, was invited to his houſe, 
honoured with his approbation, and furniſhed with 
unreſtricted opportunities of converting with the dear 
object of my love. The paſſion Which her beauty 
had kindled, was, by the perfections of her mind, in- 
flamed to ſuch a degree of tranſport, as could not be 
concealed from her penetration. She chanced to re- 
liſh my converſation: I gradually acquired her friend- 
ſhip : pity was the next paſſion that ſhe entertained 
& in my favour. I then ventured to diſcloſe myſelf, and 
3 the dear charmer did not diſapprove of my preſump- 
1 tion. She and her mother had been perplexed with 
ſome religious ſcruples, concerning which they ap- 
pealed to my opinion; and I was happy enough to ter 
their minds at caſe. e eq 
This ſort of intercourſe naturally created a mutual 
confidence among us; and, in a word, 1 was bleſſed 
with the daughter's love and mother's approbation. 
Don Diego will pardon thoſe clandeſtine meaſures 
which we took, from a full perſuaſion, that it was 
impoſſible to render him propitious to the views in 
which our hearts and hands were fo deeply intereſted ; 
I did not then know how little he was addicted to ſu- 
perſlition. + - - | 12.6% 
Without entering into a detail of the ſchetnes we 
projected to delay the happineſs of Mendoza, I ſhall 
only obſerve, that, knowing the fatal day was at 
3 : length 
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length unalterably fixed, we determined to elude the 
purpoſe of Don Diego by flight, and every thing 
was actually prepared for our eſcape. When the 
hour of appointment arrived, I repaired to the place 
at which I had propoſed to enter the houſe, and 
tumbled, in the dark, over the body of a man ſtill 
warm and bleeding. Alarmed at this occurrence, 1 
darted myſelf through the window, and, ruſhing to 
the apartment of the ladies, (immortal powers!) be- 
held the peerleſs Serafina, and her virtuous: mother, 
firetched on a couch, and in all appearance deprived: 
EE 7 to Fi: | | 
The company will eaſily conceive what agonies [ 
felt at ſuch a ſpectacle. Iran towards the Pot in a 
tranſport of horror. I claſped my lovely miſtreſs in 
my arms, and, finding her ſtill breathing, endeavour- 
ed, but in vain, to wake her from the trance. An- 
tonia was overwhelmed with the ſame lethargic 
power. My fancy was immediately ftruck with the 
apprehenſion of their being poiſoned. Regardleſs of 
my own ſituation, I alarmed the family, called for aſ- 
fiſtance, and requeſted the ſervants to ſummon Don 
Diego to the diſmal ſcene. I was informed, that 


their maſter lrad rode forth in manifeſt confuſion; 


and, while I pondered on this ſurprizing excurſion, 
an apothecary in the neighbourhood entered the cham- 
ber, and having examined the pulſes of the ladies, de- 
clared, that their lives were in no danger, and adviſed 
that they. ſhould: be undreſſed and conveyed to bed. 
While their women were buſied in this employment, 
I went into the court - yard attended by ſome of the 
ſervants with lights, in order to view the body of the 

man which 1 had found at my arrival. His apparel 
was mean, his countenance ferocious, a long ſpado 
was buckled to his thigh, and in his belt were Kuck 
a brace of loaded piſtols; ſo that we concluded he 
was ſome thief, who had waited for an opportunity, 

and; ſeeing the caſement open, intended to = . 
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houſe, but was prevented and ſlain by Don Diego 
himſelf, whoſe retreat, however, did not a little con- 
found our conjecture. For my own part, I remain- 
ed all night in the houſe, tortured with fear, vexa- 
tion and ſuſpence. | 5 
My hope was altogether diſappointed by this un- 
happy accident, and I ſhuddered at the proſpect of 
loling Serafina for ever, either by this myſterious 
malady, or by her marriage with Mendoza, which 
I now deſpaired of being able to defeat, The major- 
domo having waited feveral hours for his lord's re- 
turn, without ſeeing him appear, thought proper to 
diſpatch a meſſenger to Don Manuel with an account 
of what had happened; and that nobleman arriving in 
the morning, took poſſeſſion of the houſe. About 
four o'clock in the afternoon, Serafina began to ftir, 
and at five ſhe and her mother were perfectly awake. 
They no ſooner recovered the uſe of reflection, 
than they gave ſigns of equal ſorrow and amaze- 
ment, and earneſtly called for Iſabella, who was pri- 
vy to our deſign, and who, after a very minute en- 
quiry, was found in a lone and ſolitary chamber, 
where ſhe had been confined. Such was the confu- 
ſion of the houſe, that no perſon. ever dreamed of aſk- 
ing how 1 had entered; each domeſtic, in all proba- 
bility, ſuppoſing that I had been introduced by his 
fellow: ſo that I tarried unqueſtioned, on pretence 
of concern for the diſtreſs of a family in which I had 
been ſo generouſly entertained, and by Ifabella ſent 
my reſpects and duty to her ladies: ſhe was there-' 
fore not a little ſurpriſed, when, after every other ſer- 
vant had withdrawn, ſhe heard the lovely Serafina 
exclaim, with all the violence of grief, «© Ah! Ifa- 
bella, Orlando is no more P? but their aſtoniſhment 
was ſtil] greater, when ſhe aſſured them of my being 
alive, and in the houſe. They recounted to her the 
adventure of laſt night, which ſhe explained, by in- 
forming them of the letters which Don Diego had 
e intercepted; 
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intercepted; and they immediately concluded that he 
had, in the precipitation of his wrath, killed, by 
miſtake, the perſon. whe was found dead in the court. 
yard. This conjeQure alarming them on my ac- 
count, they, by the medium of Iſabella, conjured me 
to leave the houſe, leſt Don Diego ſhould return and 
accompliſh his reſentment ; and I was perſuaded to 
withdraw, after I had ſettled the channel of a corre. 
ſpondence with the contidante. 
Being now obliged to alter our meaſures, becanſe 
our former intention was diſcovered by Don Diego, 
I ſecured a retreat for Serafina and her mother at the 
houſe of the Engliſh conſul in Seville, who was my 
particular friend; and next day underſtanding, from 
Iſabella, that ber lord had not yet re-appeared, and 
that Don Manuel was very urgent in his addreſſes, 
we concerted an aſſignation in the garden; and that 
ſame evening. I was fortunate enough to convey my 
prize to the aſylum 1 had prepared for their recep- 
tion. Inexpreſſible was the rage of. Mendoza when 
he heard of their elopement ; he raved like one de- 
prived of reaſon, ſwore he would put all the ſervants 
of the family, to the rack, and, in conſequence of the 
intelligence he obtained by threats and promiſes, {ct 
on foot a very ſtrict enquiry, in order to apprehend 
the fugitives and Orlando, Who had, by ſome means 
or other, incurred his ſuſpicioun. 
We eluded his ſearch by the vigilance and caution 
of our kind hoſt; and, while we remained in conceal- 
ment, were extremely aſtoniſhed to hear that the un- 
fortunate Don Diego was proclaimed a traitor, and 
a price ſet upon his head. This information over- 
_ whelmed us all with the utmoſt affliction, Antonia 
lamented, without ceaſing, the diſgrace of her beloved 
lord, from whom ſhe never would have withdrawn 
herſelf, but with the lively hope of a reconciliation, 
after the firſt tranſports of his ire ſhould have ſubſid- 
ed, aud the real character of Orlando ſhould have 
5 85 appeared. 
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appeared. It was not long before we had reaſon te 
believe that Mendoza was the accuſer of Don Diego.— 
Nay, ſtart not, Sigmor ; Manuel was actually that 
traitor : this was the turn of his revenge. When he 
found himſelf diſappointed in the hope of poſſeſſing 
the incomparable Serafina, he took a baſe advan- 
tage of your abſence and retreat. He poſted to Ma- 
drid, impeached you to the ſecretary of ſtate, of hav- 
ing maintained a criminal correſpondence with the ene- 
mies of Spain; included me in his accuſation, as a ſpy 
for the houſe of Aufiria ; and framed ſuch a plauſible 
tale from the circumſtances of your diſtreſs, that Don 
Diego was outlawed, and Mendoza gratified with a 


ant of his eftate, | L 
Theſe melancholy incidents made .a deep impreſ- 
fon-upon the mind of the virtuous Antonia, who, 
waving every other conſideration, would have perſon- 
ally appeared for the vindication of her huſband's ho- 
nour, had not we diſſuaded her from ſuch a raſh un- 
dertaking, by demonſtrating her inability to contend 


with ſuch a powerful antagoniſt, and repreſenting 
that lier appearance would be infallibly attended 
with the ruin of Serafina, who would certainly fall 
into the hands of the villain to whom ſhe had been 
contracted. We exhorted her to wait patiently for 
| ſome happy revolution of fortune, and encouraged 

her with the hope of Don Diego's exerting himſelf 
effeQually in his own defence. e oc, a 
- Meanwhile our worthy landlord was ſuddenly cut 
off by death; and his widow being reſolved to retire 
into her own country, we ſecretly embarked in the 
ſame ſhip, and arrived in England about eighteen 
months ago. Antonia ſtil] continued to pine over 
the ruin of her houſe : as ſhe could hear no tidings of 
Don Diego, ſhe concluded he was dead, and mourn- 
ed with unabating ſorrow. ' In vain J aſſured her, that 
as ſoon as my own affairs ſhould be adjuſted, 1 would 
exert my whole endeavours to find aud ſuecour him. 
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She could not imagine that a man of his ſpirit and 
diſpoſition would live ſo long in obſcurity ; and her 
affliction derived new force from the death of the con- 
fuPs widow, with whom ſhe had lived in the moſt un- 
bounded intimacy and friendſhip. From that day her 
health- evidently declined : ſhe foreſaw her diffolution, 
and comforted herſelf with the hope of ſeeing her 
huſband and her friend in a place where no treachery 
is felt, and no ſorrow is known: confident of my in- 
tegrity, and the purity of my love, ſhe, in the moſt 
pathetie terms, recommended Serafina to my care.— 
Hal weepeſt thou, fair excellence, at the remem- 
brance of that tender ſcene, when the good Antonia, 
on the bed of death, joined thy ſoft hand to mine, 
and ſaid, „Renaldo, 1 bequeath this orphan to your 
love; it is a ſacred pledge, whieh if you cheriſh with 
due honour and regard, internal peace and-happineſs 
will ever ſmile within your boſom; but, if you treat 


it with indifference, diſhonour or neglect, juſt heaven 
will puniſh your breach of truſt with everlaſting diſ- 


appointments and difquiet.”” 1. 
Signior Don Diego, it. ſee you are moved, and 
therefore will not dwell on. ſuch diſtreſsful circumſtan- 


ces. The excellent Antonia exchanged this life for 
a more happy ſtate; and fo exquiſite was the ſorrow 


of the tender-hearted Seraſina, as to torture me with 
the apprehenfion that ſhe would not long ſurvive her 
pious mother. How I obeyed — iions of that 
departed faint, Monimia (for that name ſhe now aſ- 
ſumed) can teſtify, until that artful ſerpent Fathom 
glided into our mutual confidence, abuſed our ears, 
poiſoned our unſuſpecting faith, and effected that fa- 
tal breach, productive of all the miſery and vexation 
which we have ſuffered, and which is now. ſo happily 
JJ HIST 2s 1 19 hg 4 181. 


e Heaven, faid the Caſlilian, hach viſited me for 


the ſias and errors of my youth; yet, ſuch mercy 
hath beewmingled with its cbaſtiſements, 1 dare not 


-' _— 
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murmur” or complain. The tears of penitence and 
ſorrow fhall water my Antonia's grave: as for Men- 
doza, I rejoice at his treachery, by which, the obli- 
gation of my promiſe is cancelled, and my honour 
fully acquitted: He ſhall not triumph in his guilt: 
my ſervices, my character and innocence ſhall ſoon 
confront his perfidy, and, I hope, defeat his intereſt. 


| TROY is juſt and gracious, nor is my family and 


name unknown.“ FFC 

Here the Jew interpoſing, prefented to him a let- 
ter from a perſon of conſequence at Madrid, whom 
Joſhua bad intereſted in the cauſe of Don Diego. 
That nobleman had already found means to n e 
the caſe of Zelos to his Majeſty, who had actually 
ordered Don Manuel to be confined, until the injur- 


ed perſon ſnould appear to juſtify himſelf, and proſe- 


cute his accuſer according to the terms of Jaw : at the 
ſame time Don Diego was ſummoned to preſent himſelf 
before the King, within a limited time, to anſwer to 
the charge which Mendoza had brought againſt him. 


The Spaniard's heart overflowed with gratitude 


and joy, when he read this intimation: he embraced 
the Jew, who, before Zelos could give utterance to 
his thoughts, told him, that the Spaniſh ambaſſador 
at London, having been prepoſſeſſed in his favour, 
craved the honour: of ſeeing Don Diego; and that 


he, "Joſhua, was ready to conduct them to the houſe: + 


Then is my heart at reſt! (cried the Caſtilian) ; 
the houſe of Zelos once more ſhall lift up its head. 
I ſhall again reviſit my native country with honour; 
and es the villain who hath ſoiled my fame! O 
my children! this day is replete with ſuch joy and 
ſatisfaction, as I did not think had been in the power 
of Heaven to grant, without the interpoſition of a 
miracle! To you, Renaldo; to you, illuſtrious 
lady; and to theſe worthy gentlemen, am I indebted 
for the reſtoration of chat for which alone I wiſh to 
live: and when my heart ceaſes to retain the obliga- 
— 95 8 tion, 
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tion, may I forfeit the name of a Caſtilian, and ſcorn 
and diſhonour be my portion.“ 

Perhaps all Europe could not produce another 
company ſo happy as that which now fat down to 
dinner in the houſe. of Madame Clement, | whoſe own 
| benev lent heart was peculiarly adapted for ſuch en- 
Phe lovers feaſted their eyes more than 
tite, by a tender intercourſe of glances, 
rich needed not the flow interpretation. of 7, eech; 
ile the Spaniard regarded them — with 
looks of wonder and paternal joy 4 and every indi. 
vidual ſurveyed the all- eren Pair with admiration 
and eſteem. 

Serafina, tak ing the advantage of. this Feser ſatil. 
faction, when the heart, ſoftened into complacency, 
depoſites every violent thought; „ I muſt now (ſaid 
the) try my intereſt with enaldo : the good com- 
pany ſhall bear witneſs to my triumph or repulſe. [ 
do not aſk you to fargive, but to withhold. your ven- 
geance from the wretched Fathom.” His fraud, in- 
gratitude, and villany, are, I belles, unrivalled : 
yet his baſe deſigns have been defeated ;\ and Heaven, 
perhaps, hath made him the involuntary inſtrument 

bringing our conſtancy and virtue to the teſt : be- 
Gdes, his perfidy is already puniſhed with. the laſt de- 
gree of human miſery and diſgrace. - The Doctor, 
who has traced him in all his conduct and viciſſitudes 
of fortune, will draw a picture of his preſent wretched- 
veſs,' which, I doubt not, will move Voor eompaſſion, 
ds it hath already excited mine.“ 
The generous hoſteſs was ready to Endres this 
charitable propoſal with all her eloquence, when Mel- 
vil, with a look that well expreſſed his magnanimity 
of love, replied, . Such a boon becomes the gentle 
Seraſina. Ol every moment furniſhes me with freſn 
matter to admire the virtues! of thy ſoul. If thou, 
whoſe tender heart hath been ſo rent with oy and 
6 canſt intercede for thy tormentor, who now 
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ſufſers in his turn, ſhall T refuſe to pardon the miſer- 
able wretch! No, let me glory in imitating the great 
example, and ſolicit Don Diego in behalf of the ſame 
miſcreant, whoſe perfidious barbarity coſt him ſuch 
intolerable wo.“ “ Enough, (cried the Caſtilian) ; 
1 have difclaimes the vindictive principles of a Spani- 
ard, and leave the miſerable object to the ſting of his 
own conſcience, which, ſoon or late, will not fail to 
avcoge the wrongs we have ſuſtained from his deceit.“ 


* 


—- 


CHAP. LXVI. 
| 7 he biftory draws near 4 period. | 


T TNIVERSAL was the applauſe. which they ac- 
| quired by this noble ſacrifice of their reſent · 
ment. The afternoon was ſpent in the utmoſt har- 
mony and good humour: and, et the earneſt ſolicita- 
rion of, Renaldo, whoſe fancy, ſtill harboured the ap- 
prehenſions of another ſeparation, Don Diego con- 
ſented that the indiſſoluble knot ſhould be tied be- 
tween that young gentleman. and Serafina in two 
days; and the place appointed for the ceremony was 
the very church where they had been reſtored to the 
arms of each other.. I n -+þ 
The lovely bride, with a filent bluſh that ſet hey 
lover's heart on fire, ſubmitted to this determination 
in-conſequence of which, the company was beſpoke 
for that auſpicious hour; and the evening being pret- 
ty far advanced, they took leave of the ladies, and 
retired to their reſpective homes; Don Diego and 
his future ſon-in-law being re · conducted to their 
lodgings in the coach of the Jew ; who, taking an 
opportunity of being alone with Melvil, obſerved that 
it would be neeeſſary, on this occaſion, to ſupply the 
Caſtilian with a ſum of money, in order to ſupport 
his dignity and independence, in furniſhing N 
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with every thing ſuitable to her rank and merit, and 
that he would willingly accommodate him, provided 
he knew how to propoſe it, fo as to give no offence 
to his punctilious diſpoſition, 
RKenaldo, thanking him for this generous anticipa. 
tion, adviſed him to lolicit the Spaniard's correſpond. 
ence in the way of buſineſs, and to put the whole on 
the footing of his own intereſt; by which means Don 
Diego's Jlicacy could ſuſtain no affront. - Fraught 
with this inſtruction, the Ifraelite defired a private 
audience of the Caſtilian ; in which, after an apology 
for the freedom of his demand, © Sipnior Don Die- 
80s (faid he), as your fortune hath been ſo long em- 
ezzled by your adverſary in Spain, and your corre- 
ſpondence with that country entirely cut off, it is not 
to be ſuppoſed that your finances are at preſent in 
ſuch a condition, as to maintain the ſplendour of 
your family. Count de Melvil's whole fortune is at 
your eommand ; and, had not he'been afraid of piv- 
ing umbrage to the peculiar delicacy of your ſenti- 
ments, he would have preſſed you to uſe it for your 
convenience. For my own part, over and above the 
inclination I have to ferve Don Diego, I conſult my 
own private advantage, in deſiring you to accept my 
ſervice on this occaſion. Money is the chief commo- 
dity in which I deal; and, if you honour me with 
your commands, I ſhall be a gainer by my obedi- 
Don Diego replied with a ſmile, that denoted how 


well he underſtood the meaning of this addreſs: 


« Surely, Signior, 1 am bound by the ſtrongeſt ties 
to exert my utmoſt endeavours for your advantage; 


and 1 pry God this your propoſal may have that 


iſſue. Lam well acquainted with the Count's gene- 
roſity and refined notions of honour, and too much 
obliged by him already, to hefitate, with punctilious 
reſerve, in accepting his future aſſiſtance: neverthe- 
leſs, fince you have contrived a {cheme for 1 
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all ſcruples of chat ſort, I ſhall execute it with plea - 


ſure; and, in the form of buſineſs, you. ſhall have all 
the ſecurity L. can give for what. ſhall. be neceſſary. to 
anſwer my preſent. oecaſions . 

The preliminaries being thus ſettled, Joſhua ad- 
vanced for hig uſe a thouſand pounds, for which he 
would take neither bond, note, nor receipt, deſiring 
only that the Caſlilian would mark it. in his own 
pocket- book, that the debt might appear, ih caſe 
any accident | ſhould; befal the borrower... Althqugh 
the Spaniard had been accuſtomed to the uncommon 
generoſity, of Melvil, he could not help MY at 
this nobleneſs of behaviour, ſo little ta be expected 
from any merchant, much leſs, from, à Jewiſh broker. 
Wbile this affair was 6n; the anvil, Renaldo, who, 
could no longer withhold the communication of his 
happineſs. from his ſiſter and relations in Germany, 
took; up the pen, and, in a letter to his brother-in- 


law, recounted all the circumſtances of the ſur riſing 


turn of fate which he had experienced finge his ar- 
rival in Eagland. He likewiſe related the ory of 


Don ow informed them of the day appointed for 
3927 


his nuptials, and entreated the Major to make a jours, 
ney to London, with his wife ;} or, if that ſſiould be; 
impracticable, to come as far as Bruſſels, where they, 
ſhould be met by him and his Serafina. There was 
now but one day between him and the accompliſhment 
of his deareſt wiſh, and that was ſpent in procuring a 
licence, and adjuſting: the;preparations for the grand 
leſtiral. Don Diego, in the forengon, viſited Ma- 
dame Clement, to whom he repeated his warm ac- 
knowledgments of her bounty and maternal affection 
to, his daughter, and preſented. to Serafina bank- 


votes to the amount of five hundred pounds, to de- 
tray the neceſſary;cxpence of her wedding ornaments, 


8 


All, che previous ſteps being taken ſor the ſolemni- 
zation of this intereſting event, and the hour of. ap- 
Pointment arrived, the bridegroom, accompanied 87 
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his father- in - law, haſtened to the place of rendezvols, 
which was the veſtry- room of the church we have al. 
ready deſcribed, where they were received by the 
ood clergyman in his canonicals; and here they 
ad not waited many minutes, when they were joine! 
by Madame Clement and the amiable bride, eſcorted 
by the friendly phyſician; who had all along bore 
ſuch a ſhare in their concerns. Serafina was dreſſed 
in a ſack ef White ſatin 5 and the ornaments of her 
head were adjuſted in the Spaniſh faſhion, which gave 
a peculiar air to her appearance, and an additional 
ſpirit to thofe attractions whieh engaged the heart of 
_ each beholder. There was nothing remarkable in the 
habit of Renalde, who had copied the plainteſs and 
nee of his. miſtreſs; but, when the entered the 


place, his features were animated with a double pro- 


portion of vivacity; and their eyes meeting, ſeemed 
to. kindle a blaze, which diffuſed warmth and joy 
through the countenances of all prefent. 

| Aﬀer a ſhort pauſe, her father led her to the altar, 
and gave her away to the tranſported Renaldo, be- 
fore the prieſt who performed the ceremony, and be- 
ſtowed the nuptial benediction on this enraptured 
pair. The ſanction of the chureh being thus obtain- 
ed, they withdrew into the veſtry, where Melvil ſealed 
his title op her roſy lips, and preſented his wife to the 


company, who embraced her in their turns, with fer- 


vent wiſhes for their mutual happineſs. - 
: Though the ſeene of this tranſaQtion was remote 
from any inhabited neighbourhood, the church was 
ſurrounded by a crowd of people, who, with uncom- 
mon demonſtrations of furprize and admiration, peti- 
tioned Heaven to bleſs ſo fair a couple. Such, in- 
deed; was their eagerneſs'to ſee them, that ſome lives 
were endangered by the preſſure of the erowd, whiet 
attended them with loud acclamations to the cogeh, 


after the bridegroom had depoſited in the hagds'of 


the miniſter one hundred pounds for the benefit of the 
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= poor of that pariſh, ' and . thrown ſeveral handfuls of 
money among the multitude. ' Serafina reimbarked in 
Madame Clemem's convenience, with that Thy lady ; 


*Z and Don Diego; while Renaldo, with the clergyman 
and Doctor, followed in Joſliuva's coach, to a pleaſant 
cCountry-houſe upon the Thames, at the diſtance of a 
fe miles from London. This the Jew lad:berrowed. 
XZ from the owner for a few days; and there they were 
received by that honeſt Hebrew, who had provided a 
very degant entertainment for the occalion. He had 
alſo beſpoke a ſmall, but excellent band of muficy 
which regaled their ears while they ſat at dinner; and 
the afternoon being calm and ſerene, ke prevailed on 
them to take the air on the river, in a barge: which 
he had prepared for the purpoſe. n 
Baut, notwithſtanding this diverſity of amuſement, 
Renaldo would have found it the longeſt day he had 
ever paſſed, had not his imagination been diverted hy 
= an incident, which employed his attention during the 
remaining part of the evening: They had drank tea, 
and engaged in a party at whiſt, when they were 
forprizged with a noiſe of contention from a. public- 
Kouſe, that fronted the windows of the apartment in 
which they fat. Alarmed at this uproar, they for- 
fook their cards, and, throwing up the caſements, 
beheld a hearſe ſurrounded by four men on horſeback, 
who had ſtopped the carriage, and violently pulled 
the driver from his ſeat. This uncommon arreſt had 
engaged the eurioſity of the publican's family; who 
Rood at the door to obferve the conſequence, when 
all of a ſudden appeared a perſon in canonicals, well 
mounted, who, riding up to thoſe who maltreated 
the driver, beſtowed upon one af them ſuch a blow 
with the but-end of his whip, as laid him ſprawling 
on the ground, and, ſpringing from his faddle upon 
the box, took the reins into Rias own hand, ſwearing 
with great vehemence, that he would murder every 
man who ſhould attempt to obſtruR the hearſe. 


The 


2 # 
” 4 x 4 
22 rr r 6 Aoi 6 IE * 
N yet A . .. rr wt x e — Torre "> 
A > 0 
> « N wa: ft E 
. . « ; * ; ; & | N * , 4 
TIS —— N 8 N 2 ug e 
* x F 4 — "I 8 : 0 = eG 
* V v r Hb + YC we —_ — 0 P #5 * . + F 6 
: f . bs. e * Ws 2 , ; 8 * . W * 8 ; hy 4 ; -0 ” 1 
7 : 0 3 * "FO 8 "ſds MG ne ix v i th. Lon! * 2 * 
what - = * 4 _ — — 


To” 


216 TIE ADVENTURES OT 


-The good 
not a little ſcandalized at this ferocious behaviour ia 


a clergyman, and could not helpeſaying aloud, he wa: 


diſgrace to the cloth; when the horſeman looking 


up to the window, replied, Sir, may I be d — fd I | 


if any man in England bas à greater reſpect for the 
cloth than 1 have 3 but at preſent. I Am quite diſ. 
tracted. 80 ſaying, he whipped up the horſes, and 


had zQually:diſentangled-the hearſe from; thoſe wio Þ 


ſurrounded. it, when he was oppoſed by another trooy,: 
one of whom alighted with great expedition, and cut 
the harneſs, ſo as that he could not poſſibly proceed: 
finding\ himſelf thus driven to bay, he leaped upon 
the ground, and..exerciſed his weapon with ſuch a. 
mazing ſtrength and v, 9 {4 2 eng ſeveral of, bis anta- 
goniſts were left motionleſs on the field, before he 


was overpowered and diſarmed by dint of numbers, 


who affailed him on all ſ ide. 


The mad parſon being chus taken priſoner, an 


elderly perſon, of a very prepoſſeſſing appearance, 
went up to the hearſe, and unbolting the door, a 
young; lady dſprung out, and ſhrieking, | ran directly 
ro the /ptbhe houſe, to tlie inſinite aſtoniſhment and 
ſpirit of the deceaſed: perſon, whoſe body lay in the 
earriage. Renaldo, who was with difficulty reſtrain- 

ed from interpoſing in behalf of the. clergyman a- 
gainſt ſuch odds, no ſooner perceived this apparition, 
than ſuppoſing her to be ſore diſtreſſed damſel, his 
Quixotiſm awoke, he) deſeended in an inſtant, and 
ruſhed into the houſe, among thoſe who purſued the 


fair phantom. Don Diego and the phyſician took 


the ſame roadz while) the real clergyman and Joſhua 
tarried with the ladies, who wete, by this time, very 


£ 


much iatereſted in the event. : ns SF anos od 09 
Melvil feund the yaung, lady in the hands of: the 
old gentleman who had releaſed her from the hearſe, 


and who now bitterly upbraided her for her folly 
| | -an 
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and diſobedience : while ſhe proteſted, with great vi- 
vacity, that whatever ſhe might ſuffer from his ſeve- 
rity, ſhe would never ſubmit to the hateful match 
he had propoſed, nor break the promiſe ſhe had al- 
ready made to the gentleman who had now attempted 
to reſcue her from the tyranny of a cruel father. 


This declaration was followed by a plentiful ſhower 


of tears, which the father could not behold with un- 
moiſtened eyes, although he reviled her with, marks 


of uncommon diſpleaſure ; and, turning to the Count, 


« ] appeal to you, Sir, ſaid he, whether I have not 


reaſon to curſe the undutiful obſtinacy of that pert 


baggage, and renounce her for ever as an alien to my 
blood. She has, for ſome months, been. ſolicited in 
marriage by an honeſt citizen, a thirty thouſand 
pound man; and inſtead of liſtening to ſuch an ad- 


vantageous propoſal, ſhe hath bel owed her heart 
upon a young fellow, not worth a groat. Ah! you 


degenerate huſſy, this comes of your plays and ro- 
mances ; if thy mother were not a woman of an un- 
exceptionable life and converſation, I ſhould verily 
believe thou art no child of mine: run away with a 
beggar! for ſhame!” „ W 
I ſuppoſe, 8 085 Renaldo, the perſon to whom 
your daughter's affection inclines, is that clergyman 
who exerted himſelf ſo manfully at the door.” “ Cler- 
gyman ! cried the other; adad! he hath more of the 


devil than the church about him. A ruffian ! he 


has, for ought I know, murdered the worthy gentle- 
man whom I intended for my ſon-in-law ; and the 
rogue, if I had not kept out of his way, would, I 
ſuppoſe, have ſerved me with the ſame ſauce: me! 
who have been his maſter for many years, and had re- 
ſolved to make a man of him. Sir, he was my own 
clerk, and this is the return I have met with from the 
* which I cheriſhed in my boſom,”  _ __ 
ere he was interrupted by the arrival of the 


citizen for whom he had expreſſed ſuch concern. That 


gentleman had received a contuſion upon one eye, by 
. 
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which the fight- was altogether obſtructed; ſo that he 
concluded he ſhould never retrieve the, uſe of that or- 
gan, and with great clamour took all the ſpectators 
to witneſs the injury-he had ſuſtained, He entered the 
room with manifeſt perturbation, demanded ſatisfac- MR 
tion of the father, and peremptorily declared it ſhould | 


not be a loſt eye to him, if there was, law in Eng- 


land. This unſeaſonable demand, and the boiſterous 


manner in which it was made, did not at all ſuit the 
preſent humour of the old gentleman, who told him 
. peeviſhly, he owed him no eye, and bade him go 

and: aſk reparation of the perſon who had done him 
wrong, 7 TE 

The young lady, ſnatching this favourable occa- 
_ Hon, earneſtly entreated Melvil and his company to 
intercede with her father in behalf of her lover, who, 
ſhe aſſured them, was a young gentleman of a good 
family, and 'uncommon merit; and, in compliance 
with her requeſt, they invited him and his daughter 
to the hquſe in which they lodged, where they would 


be diſincumbered of the crowd which this diſpute had 


gathered together, and more at leiſure to conſult a- 
> Tout the meaſures neceſſary to be taken. The old 
ntleman thanked them for their courteſy, which he 

Id not think proper to refuſe; and while he led, or 
rather hauled Mademoiſelle over the way, under the 
auſpices of the Caſtilian, Renaldo ſet the lover at li- 
berty, made him a tender of his good offices, and ad- 
viſed him to wait at the public houſe for an happy 
iſſue of their negotiation. | 
The pſeudo-parſon was very much affected by this 
enerous proffer, for which he made ſuitable acknow- 
edgments, and proteſted before God, he. would dic 
a thouſand deaths, rather than part with his dear 
. Charlotte. Her father no ſooner entered the apart- 
ment, than he was known by Joſhua to be a conſider- 
able trader in the city of London, and the merchant 
- was glad to find himſelf among his acquaintance. He 
Was: o full of the ſtory which had brought him * 
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ther, that he had: ſcarce ſat down, when he began to 
complain of his hard fate, in having an only child, 
who was ſa mean, ſtubborn, and cotitumacious-; and 
every: ſentence was coneluded with an apoftrophe of 
oaches to the delin quent. 
The ſew having allowed him to ring out his alarm, 


condolec his misfortune, and gravely counſelled the 


young lady to wean her affetions from ſuch an un- 
worthy object; for he ſuppoſed her favourite was a 
man of: no principle, or liberal endowments, otherwiſe 
her father would not exclaim ſo bitterly . againſt her 
conduct. Charlotte, who wanted neither beauty nor 
underſtanding, aſſured him, that her lover's. charac- 
ter was, in all: reſpects, unblemiſhed : for the truth 
of which: aſſertion ſhe appealed to her papa, who own=- 
ed, with reluctance, that the young man was a gentle · 


man by birth, that he had ſerved him with remark» 


able diligence and integrity, and that his accompliſh» 
ments: were far ſuperior to his ſtation in life. But 
then, fai$ he, the fellow has not a ſhilling of his own z 


and would you have me give away my daughter to a 


beggar 1 


God forbid l' cried the Jew, « I always under 
ſtood you poſſeſſed an ample fortune, and am ſorry to 


lind it: otherwiſe.” « Otherwiſe ! rephed the citizen, 


with ſome ceremony, take care what you ſay, Sir, 


a merchant's credit is not to be tampered with.“ « I 
beg your pardon,” anſwered: the Hebrew, © I con- 
cluded that your circumſtances were bad, becauſe you 


_ objected to the poverty of the young man, after you 


had owned he was poſſeſſed of every other qualifica - 
tion to make your daughter happy; for it is not to 
be imagined, that you would thevart her inclinations, 
or ſeek. to render an only child miſerable, on account 
of an obſtacle which you yourſelf could eafily remove, 
Let us: ſuppoſe you can afford to give with your 


daughter ten thouſand pounds, which would enable 


this young man to live with credit and reputation, 
and engage * in trade, for which as 
| | K 2 Fl 7 
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ſay he is well qualiſied: The alternative then will be, 
whether you would rather ſee her in the arms of a de- 


ſerving youth, whom ſhe loves, enjoying all the com- 


forts of life, with a moderate fortune, which it will 
always be in your own power to improve; or tied for 
life to a monied man, whom ſhe deteſts, curſing her 
hard fate, and defpiſing that ſuperfluity of wealth, in 
ſpite of which ſhe finds herſelf fo truly wretched.” 
The old gentleman ſeemed to be ſtartled at this 
obſervation, which was reinforced by Renaldo's ſay- 
ing, that he would, moreover, enjoy the unutterabbe 


pleaſure of giving happineſs to a worthy man, whoſe 


ratitude would co-operate with his love, in approv- 
ing himſelf a dutiful ſon, as well as an affectionate 
huſband. He then repreſented the family diſquiets, 
and diſmal] tragedies, produced from ſuch mercenary 


and compulſive matches; and in concluſion, related 


the ſtory of Don Diego and his daughter, which 
when the merchant heard, he ſtarted up with marks 


of terror in, his countenance, and throwing up the 
eaſement, called upon Valentine with great vocifera-. 


tion; this was the name of his daughter's admirer; 


„ Here, take her, in the name © 


ho no ſooner heard the ſummons, than he flew to the 
ſpot from whence it came, and the merchant, without 
any farther preamble, ſeizing his hand, joined it with 
that of Charlotte, ſaying, with great trepidation, 
| 5 God; and thank 
this honourable company for your good fortune.“ 
The lovers were tranſported with exquiſite joy at 


this ſudden determination in their favour. Valentine 1 


having kiſſed the hand of his miſtreſs with all the 
eagerneſs of rapture, and acknowledged the mer- 
chant's generoſity, paid his reſpects to the ladies with 


a very polite addreſs, and, with demonſtrations of un- 
common gratitude and ſenſibility, thanked the gentle 
men, and the Count in particular, for their good 
offices, to which he attributed the happineſs he nos 
enjoyed. While Serafina and Madame Clement careſ. Ws 
fed the amiable Charlotte, the reſt of the company a 
< 5 congratulated 
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congratulated her admirer. upon his choice and ſuc- 
ceſs; though the clergyman could: not help repre- 
hendipg him for profaning the ſacerdotal habit. 
Valentine heartily aſked pardon for having given 
ſuch cauſe of offence, and hoped he ſhould be for- 
given, as it was a diſguiſe which he thought abſolute- 
ly neceſſary for the execution of a ſcheme upon which 
his happineſs altogether depended. He then, at the 
requeſt of Renaldo, unfolded the myitery of the hearſe, 
by giving them to underſtand, that Charlotte's facher 
having. got inkling of. their mutual paſſion, had dil- 
miſſed fis clerk, and conveyed his daughter to à 
country-houſe in the neighbourhood of London, in 
order to cut off their correſpondence: notwithltand- 
ing theſe precautions, they had found means to com- 
municate with each other by letters, which were ma- 
naged by a third perſon, and, his rival being very im- 
portunate in his ſolicitations, they had concerted the 
expedient.of the hearſe, which he provided and con- 
ducted through a road contiguous to the end of the 
= merchant's garden, where Charlotte being apprized of 
== the deſign, waited for its approach, and embarked in 
it without heſitation. Valentine thought himſelf ſuf- 
ficiently ſcreened from diſcovery by his diſguiſe; but 
he was unfortunately met by a ſervant of the family, 
who recollected his features, and immediately gave the 
alarm; upon which, the father and his friends took 


1 
$744 C 


they were overtaken at this place. _ ET 

He had ſcarce finiſhed this ſhort relation, when his 
riral bluntly entering the apartment, with an hand- 
kerchief tied round his eye, committed Valentine to 
the charge of a conſtable who attended him, by 2 
warrant from a juſtice of the peace in that neighbour- 
hood; and threatened to proſecute the bea e. on 
an action of damages for the loſs of an eye, which he 


endeavoured to appeaſe this citizen, by repreſenting, 
that his misfortune was no other than A common in- 
2 0 flammation ; 

- " | 


horſe, and purſued them by two different roads, until 


ſaid he had ſuſtained in his ſervice. The company 
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fammation ; nor was it 6wing to malice sforethought, 


but entirely to the precipitate paſſion of an incenſed 
young man, who, by the by, acted in his own de- 
fence, At the Tame time, the merchant promiſed to 
make any reaſonable ſatisfaction; upon which the other 
demanded an obligation, importing, that he would, in 


ten days from the date, beſtow upon him his daughter 


in marriage, with a portion of fifteen thouſand pounds, 


or, in caſe of failure, pay him double the ſum. 


The merchant, exaſperated at this extravagant de. 
mand, told him flatly, he had already diſpoſed of his 
daughter to Valentine, Who, he believed, was a much 
more deſerving man; and that he was ready to wait 
ypon the magiſtrate who had granted the warrant, in 


order to give bail for his future ſon-in-law. This was 


a mortify ing declaration to the plaintiff, though he 


condoled himſelf with the hope of being a gainer by 


the loſs of his eye; and, now the pain was over, would 


| have been very ſorry to find his fight retrieved, The 
old gentleman, Joſhua, and Renaldo, zccompanied the 
' priſoner to the houſe of the Juſtice, where he was im- 


mediately admitted to bail: upon their return, Valen- 
tine ſhifted his dreſs, and they ſupped together with 
at cordiality and mirth, maintained at the expence 


| of rhe diſcarded lover. 


Aﬀter fupper, Don' Diego walked a minuet with 
Madame Clement, for whom, by this time, he had 
rontrafteds an extraordinary degree of affection. Va- 
lentine had the honour to dance with the incompara- 
ble Serafina, whoſe beauty and attractions dazzled the 
eyes of the new-comers,” and ſtruck her baſhful part- 


ner with awe and confuſion ; and Melvil preſented his 


hand to the agreeable Charlotte, who performed ſo 
much'to the ſatisfaction of her father, that he could 
not help exprefling his joy and pride: he praiſed God 
for throwing him in the way of our company, and 


engaged the clergyman to unite the young couple, 


after having appointed a day for the ceremony, and 
invited all preſent to the wedding. The evening hav- 


ing 


1 


ing been inſenſibly conſumed in theſe avocations, and 
the night pretty far advanced, the Jadies withdrew 
without ceremony; and the retreat of Serafina filled 
Renaldo's breaſt with tumult and emotion: his blood 
bega i, * 
with redoubled vigour and velocity, while his eyes 


ſeemed to flaſh with, more than human ſplendor : now 


his imagination began to anticipate with the enthuſi- 
aſtic rage of an inſpired Sybil; he was/inſtantaneouſly 


tranſported from the converſation, and every nerve 


was braced to'ſuch a degree of impatience, that hu- 

man nature could not long endure the tenſion. ? 
He, therefore, having withſtood the-impulſe about 

a quarter of an hour, at length gave way to his im- 


petuoſity, and, ſpringing from his friends, found him- 
ſelf in a dark paſſage, at the farther end of which he 
perceived Madame Clement coming out of a chamber 


with a light, which, at ſight of him, ſhe ſer down, 
and vaniſhed in a moment, This was the ſtar that 
pointed to his paradiſe : he hailed the fignal, entered 
the apartment, and, like a hon ruſhing on his prey, 


approached the nuptial bed, where Serafina, ſurround- 
ed by all the graces of beauty, ſoftneſs, ſentiment, and 


truth, lay tretmbili 
ſtrove to hide her 


as'a victim at the altar, and 


was more than mortal man could claim. , «< 

Here let me draw the decent veil that ought to 
ſhade the ſacred myſteries of Hymen. Away, unhal- 
towed ſcoffers, who profane with idle pleaſantry, or 
immodeſt hint, theſe x rites; and leave thoſe happy 
lovers to enjoy, in one another's arms, unutterable 


bliſs, the well-earned palm of virtue and of conflancy, 


which had undergone the moſt ſevere refinement ; a 


more deſerving pair night's curtain ſhrouds not in its 


dark extent. VVV | 
Ihe thoughts of Renaldo's felicity threw a damp- 


on the ſpirits of Valentine, who ſaw the term of his. 


probation protracted a few days longer, and could 
K 4 ; not 
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n to flow in impetuous tides, his heart to beat 


| luſhes from his view: the door 
was ſhot, the light extinguiſhed : he owned his lot 
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not help wiſhing in his heart, that he had achieved 
the adventure which would have abridged his expecta. 
tion, though at the expence of the old gentleman's 
diſpleaſure; He filled a bumper to the health of the 
bride and bridegroom, and, throwing up his eyes 
with marks of admiration, exclaimed, «© How happy 
is the Count! Alas! five days longer muſt I rein my 
impatience ?”?- «© Tt is but reaſonable, you rogue, that 
your betters ſhould” have the ſtart of you,” ſaid the 
merchant, who did him-juſtice in the glaſs, and coun- 
felled him to drown his impatience with good claret. 
The youth followed his advice, and it was late before 
the company retired to reſt. 1 
Theſe citizens, however, reſolved to ſeize an ap— 
portunity of rallying the new-married couple, ac- 
cording-to cuſtom, and, with that view, aroſe early 
in the morning, on the ſuppoſition of finding them 
{till aſleep : but they were not a little ſurprized, when 
they entered the breakfalling room, to fee Renaldo, 
and his amiable bedfellow, already dreſſed, and wait- 
ing to do the honours of the houſe. The old gentle- 
man would fain have cracked a joke upon their extra- 
ordinary diſpatch, but he was fo much over-awed by 
the dignity, and tamed by the ſweetneſs of Seratina's 
carriage, that he durſt not give utterance to his con- 
ception ; and Valentine ſtood ſilent and abaſhed, as in 
the preſence of a ſuperior being. After breakfaſt, 
theſe gentlemen, and Charlotte, again expreſſed their- 
fenſe of the obligations they owed to this happy fa- 
mily, repeated their invitation, and, taking leave, re- 
turned to London in a coach that was provided over- 
night. v4 | | 
Our friends being thus left to themſelves, Don 
Diego turning towards Melvil, '« Now, ſaid he, that 
1 have yielded to the impatience of your love, as 
well as to the eagerneſs of my own deſire to make 
you happy, I muſt beg leave to interrupt, for a little 
while, the, ſtream of your mutual pleaſure, and pro- 
poſe a melancholy excurſion, which, however, will. 
n , not 
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not be wholly void of enjoyment. I have too long 
delayed the performance of my duty at Antonia's 
grave; let us ſpend the forenoon in that pious pil- 
rimage; I will drop a few tears to the memory of 
that excellent woman, and never afterwards ſhall my 
friends be troubled with my grief.“ | 
The propoſal being univerſally approved, they ſet 
out for the place, which had oft been viſited by the 
gentle Serafina, who conducted her father to a black 
marble ſtone, which Renaldo had ordered to be laid 
over the grave; and as he kneeled to kiſs the monu- 
ment, he perceived this plain inſcription in the Spa- 
niſh tongue: Antonia de Zelot primera en todo lo que 
es fer bueno, y ſin ſecunde en todo lo que fue ſer deſdicha- 
do, quedad con Dios! That is, Antonia de Lelos, un- 
matched in virtue, and unequalled in misfortune. Adieu! 
O faithful record! (criv4 the Caſtilian, ſmiting 
his breaſt, while his tears diſtilled upon the marble), 
thy goodneſs was the gift of heaven, but thy mil- 
fortunes were derived from the guilt of Don Diego: 
yet his ſorrow ſhall expiate bis, offence, and hi$ 
penitence find favour in the fight of Heaven. Reſt, 
reſt, ill-fated virtue! eternal peace ſhall guard th, 
tomb, and angels miniſter to thy unſpotted ſhade z 
nor ſhall thine aſhes ly in dark obſcurity : here will 
I raiſe a monument, more ſuited to thy excellence 
and name.” Serafina melted with filial tenderneſs; 
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nor were the reſt unmoved at this affecting ſcene, 4 
which Don Diego did not quit without relue- { 
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CHAP. LXVIL 

Tue longeſt and the uu. 


1 T HE nature of this viſit had ſoftened every heart, 
1 and ſaddened every countenance; and they 
== valked. in ſolemn ſilence to the other ſide of the 
chorch- yard, in order to regain their carriages; 
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when, at the turning of the tile, they ſaw a young 
woman, in wretched attire, running out of a poor 
habitation, wringing her hands in all the agony of 
deſpair. Notwithſtanding the diſtraction in her 
| countenance, and the meannreſs of her apparel, ſhe 
FE | diſcovered a regularity of features, and a delicacy 
of air, which did not at all correſpond with the mi. 
fery of her equipage. Theſe exhibitions of extreme 
diftreſs, ſoon attracted the notice and compaſſion of 
our company; and Melvil's beauteous helpmate, ac. 
coſting this forlorn damfel with a pity-breathing aſ- 
pect, aſked the cauſe of her diforder. 

„ Alas! dear lady, cried the other, with all the 
emphaſis of wo, an unhappy gentleman now breathes 
. his laſt, within this inhoſpitable hovel, amidſt ſuch 
exceſs of miſery, as would melt the moſt flinty bo- 
ſom: what then muſt I feel, who am connected with 
him by the ſtrongeſt ties of love and conjugal affec- 
tion!“ * Who is the unfortunate objeA ?“ faid the 
phyliciat.” «© He was once well known in the gay 
world, (replied the young woman]; his name is 

Fathom.” Every individual of the company ftarted 
ut mention of that deteſted name. Serafina began to 
tremble with emotion; and Renaldo, after a ſhort 
pauſe, dectared he would go in, not with a view to 
exult over Ins miſery, but in order to contemplate 
the cataſtrophe of fuch a wicked life, that the moral 
8 might be the more deeply engraved on his remem- 
: brance. The young Counteſs, whoſe tender heart 
could not bear the ſhock of ſuch a ſpectacle, retired 
to the coach with Madame Clement and the. Jew, 
„vile Renaldo, accompanied the reſt, entered a 
| diſmal apartment, altogether void of furniture and 
convenience, where they beheld the wretched hero of 
theſe memoirs, ſtretched almoſt naked upon ſtraw, 
inſenüble, convulfed, and feemingly in the graſp of 
deatb. He was wore to the bone either by famine 
or diſtemper; his face was overſhadowed with hair 


fh hiv eyes vere funk, glazed and diſtorted; 
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his noſtrils dilmed'; his lips covered with a black 
ſlough, and his complexion faded into a pale clay- 


colour, tending to a yellow hue: in a word, the ex-. 


be more feelingly reprefentee. $5 

White Melvil peruſed this melaneholy leſſon, and, 
groaning, cried, Bebold the fate of man,“ he per- 
ceived 4 letter in the right hand of tlie unfortunate 
Fathom, which lay faſt clinched acroſs his Breaſt. 
Curious to know the contents of this paper, which 
the young woman ſaid he had kept in that poſition 
for ſeveral days, he drew nearer the wretched couth, 
and was nat @ little ſurpriſed to fee it addreſſed to 
the Right Honourable Renalds Ceunt de Melvil, to 
the care of Mr Jeſhua Manaſſch, merchaunt in Lon- 


tremity of ingly ex ſqualor and diſtreſs, could not 


don. When he attempted to diſengage this billet 


from the author's hand, the forrowing female fell on 
her knees, entreating him to defiſt, and telling him, 
fhe had promiſed, upon oath, to eommutiteate the 
eontents to no perſon upon earth, but to carry the 
letter, upon her huſband's decevle, to the gentleman 
to whoſe care it was difected. ee . 

Renaldo aſſafed her, vpon his honour, that he was 
the very Renalde Count de Melvil for whom it was 


intended; and the young creative was fo: much con- 


founded at this information, that before ſhe could re- 
collect herfelf, Melvit had opened the billet, and read 


theſe words i “ If this paper ſhould fall into the 


hands of the noble Renaldo, he will underſtand that 
Fathom was the moſt execrable traitor that ever im- 


poſed upon unfuſpecting benevolence, or atteinpted 


to betray a generous benefactör. His whole life was 
a ſeries of fraud, perfidy, and the moſt ' abominable 
mgratitude : but of all the crimes that lay heavy 


upon bis ſobl, bis being acceflory to the death of the 


1ncomparable Serafina, whofe father he had alf fob- 
bed, was that, for which he deſpaired of Heaven“! 
forgiveneſs, notwithſtanding the dreadfel eompune- 
tion and remorſe which have long rin 
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turned with an aſſiſtant, who applied a large bliſter 
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heart, together with the incredible miſery and de- 
plorable death which by this time he hath undergone, 

hough theſe ſufferings and ſorrows cannot atone. 
for his;enormous guilt, perhaps they will excite the 
compaſſion of the humane Count de Melvil : at leaſt, 
this; confeſſion, which my conſcience dictates under 
all the terrors of death and futurity, may be a warn- 


ing for him to avoid henceforth a ſmiling villain, like 


the execrable Fathom, upon whoſe miſerable ſoul 
Almighty God have mercy. “ Ph | 
Renaldo was deeply affected with the contents of 


this ſcroll, which denoted, ſuch horror and defpair. 


He ſaw there could be no diſſimulation or ſiniſter de- 


ſign in this profeſſion of penitence : he beheld the 
condition of the writer, which put all his humane 


| paſſions in commotion ; ſo that he remembered no- 


thing of Fathom but his preſent diſtreſs. He could 
{carce .contain thoſe indications which might have 
been jultly deemed the effect of weakneſs and infirmi- 
ty ; and having deſired the phyſician and clergyman. 
to contribute their aſſiſtance for the benefit of that 
wretch's ſoul and body, he ran to the coach, and 
communicated the letter to the ladies; at the ſame 
time drawing a picture of the object he had ſeen, 
which brought tears into the eyes of the gentle Sera- 
tina, who earneſtly entreated her lord to uſe his en- 
deavours ſor the relief and recovery of the unhappy 

man; that he might, if poſſible, live to enjoy the 
benefit of mature repentance, and not die in that 
dreadful deſpair which he manifeſted in the letter. 
Renaldo, returning to the houſe, found the pious 
clergyman reading prayers. with. great fervency ; 
while; Don Diego ſtood with his right hand upon his 
breaſt, looking ſtedfaſtly upon the agonizing Fathom, 
and the young woman kneeled, with: her. ſtreaming 
eyes lifted up to heaven, in an ecſtacy of grief and 
deyation. The phyſician. had run to an apothecary's 
mop in the neighbourhood, from whence he ſoon re- 


tt 
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to the back of the miſerable patient, while the fe · 


male, by the doctor's direction, moiſtened his 
mouth with a cordial which he had preferibed.  '., 

Theſe charitable ſteps being taken, Count de Me]- 
vil intreated the apothecary's ſervant to procure a 


tent-bed for the- accommodation of the ſick perſon,. 


with all imaginable diſpatch ; and, in leſs. than an 
| haur, one was actually pitched, and Fathom lifted 
into it, after he had been ſhifted, and in ſome mea- 
ſure purified ſrom the dregs of his indigence. Hur. 
ing this tranſaction, the ladies were conducted to a 
tavern not far off, where dinner was beſpoke, that 
| they might be at hand to ſee the effect of their cha- 
rity, which was not confined to what we have already 


deſcribed, but extended ſo far, that, in a little time, 


the apartment was comfortably furniſhed, and the 
young creature provided with a change of apparel, 
and money to procure the neceſſaries of ſubſiſtence. - 
Notwithſtanding all their care, the wretched Fa- 
thom {till remained inſenſlble, and the doctor pro- 
nounced a very unfavourable 8 while he or- 
dered a pair of additional veſicatories to be laid up- 
on his arms, and other proper medicines to be admi- 
niſtered. After dinner, the ladies ventured to viſit 


the place ; and when Serafina croſſed the threſhold, | 
the weeping female fell at her feet, and, kiſſing her 


robe, exclaimed, „ Sure you are an angel from 
heaven !?* 


| The alteration in her dreſs had made a very agree- 


abie change in her appearance, ſo that the Counteſs 
could now look upon her without ſhuddering at her 
diſtreſs: and as Fathom was not in a condition. to be 
diſturbed, ſhe took this opportunity of inquiring by 

what ſteps that unfortunate wretch was conveyed 


from the priſon, in which ſhe knew he had been con- 

- fined, to the place where he now lay in ſuch extre- 
mity; and by what occurrence he had found a wife 
in ſuch an abyſs of misfortune. Here the other's 
tears began to flow afreſh. I am aſhamed (ſaid 
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ſhe) to reveal my own folly; yet I dare not refuſe a 
ſat is faction of this kind, to a perſon who has laid me 
under ſveh ſignal obligations”? “ 

Sde then proceeded to relate her ſtory, by which 
it appeared ſhe was ho ether than the fair and un- 
happy Elener, whota the artful Fathom had de- 
* Bauched upon his firſt arriseal in town, in the man- 
ner already deſcribed in theſe memoirs. Heaven 
(eentisued ſhe) was pleaſed to reftore the uſe of my 
reaſon which 1 had Joſt, when I found myſelf aban- 
doned by the Count; but, all my cosbectien with my 
own family being entirely eut off, and every door 
mut ageinſt a poor erratüre, who tould procure no 
recbtmendetien,  extept the certificate Agned by the 
phyficizs of bedlam, which, inflend cf introducing 
me to ſerviet; was an infurmountable objection to my 
character, 1 fond myſelf deſtitute of all meaus of 
ſubſiſting; unleſs I would condeſerhd to Jive the infa- 
mous and wretched life of a tourtezan ; ah expedient 
tenderrd palatable by the terrots of want co-operating 
with the reflection of the ifretrievable loſs 1 had al- 
ready ſaſtained. I aft parden for offending your 
chafte ears wth this impure confeſſion of my puilt, 
which, Heaven knews, I then did, and new do look 
upon With abRorretice and deteſtation. I had already 
forfcited my innocenee, and wanted reſolutivi to es- 
counter wiſery and deutb. Nevertheleſs, before 1 


could determine to embrace the condition of a pfrofti- 


tere, 1 was ont day aeboſted in the Park by an elecr- 


by . Who fat. dern By me upon a bench, 
and, taking netiee of the defpondenee which was evi- 
dent in my countenance, preſſed me to make him ae- 
—— 5 — the . of my e So much 

mpathy and good-fenſe appeared in his deportment 
nad Temes, that I gratifted his — and 
he, 4a return for my eönfidehee, ſaved me from the 
moſt horrible paft of my proſpect, by taking me into 
his 1 4 and reſerving me for his owti appetite. 
In this Stvation I lired a Whole year, until I * 
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prived of my keeper by an apopleRic fit, and turhed 
out of doors by his relations, who did not, however, 
ſtrip me of the clothes and moveables which I owed 
to his bounty. Far from being as yet reconciled to 
a vicious life, 1 refolved to renounce the paths of 
ſhame, and, converting my effects into ready money, 
hired a ſmall hop, and furniſhed it with haberdaſh- 
ery ware, intending to earn an hoheſt livelihood by 
the fale of thoſe commodities, tögether with the 
plain-work in which I hoped to be employed, {6 ſoon 
as wy talents ſhould be known. But this ſcheme 
did not anſwer my expectation. The goods ſpoiled 
upon my hands; and, as I was a ſtranger in the 
heighbourhood, nobody would entruft me with any 
other buſmeſs ; ſo thut, notwithſtanding the moſt 
parſimonious etonomy; I ran in debt to my landlord, 
who ſeized my effects; and an hofier, from whom 1 
had received fome parcels upon credit, took out a 
writ againſt me, by virtue of which 1 was arreſted, 
and impriſoned in the Marſtialſea, where I found my 
firſt ſeducrer. Good heaven! what'did 1 feel at this 
unexpected meeting, overwhelmed as I was before 


with my own diflreſs! I, with a loud ſcream, faint- 


ed away; and when I recovered, found myſelf in the 
arms of Mr Fathom, who wept over me with great 
atition. All his proſpects of gaiety had now va- 
niſhed; and his heart was ſoftened, by his own miſe 
fortunes, to a feeling of another's wo, #$ well as to 
a due ſenſe of his own guilt. He expteſſed the deep- 
eſt ſorrow for having been the occalion of my ruin; 
endeavoured to comfort me with promiſes of affiſtanee ; 
and indeed, by practiſing medicine among the priſen- 
ers, made ſhift to keep us both from ſtarving. But 
furely no finner underwent ſuch ſevere remorſe, as 
that which he ſuffered during his impriſonment. From 
the day of our meeting, I never once ſaw him ſmile ; 


_ a melancholy cloud continually overhung his counte- 
nance. He numbered the minutes by 1 2 
f ; Rfike 


he uſed to Hart with horror from his flcep, 
ing 
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whom by this time he had married, in order to make 


hard- hearted creditor had no other chance. of being 
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ing his breaſt, would exclaim,' „O Elenor ! I am 
the worſt of villains!” Sometimes he ſeemed difor- 
dered in his brain, and raved about Renaldo and Mo. 
nimia. In a word, his mind was in a dreadful ſitua. 
tion; and all his agonies were communicated to me, 


ſome . atonement for my wrongs. Wretched as he 
then was, I remembered the accompliſhed youth wha. 
had captivated my virgin heart. The old impreſſions 
ſtill remained. I ſaw his penitence, pitied his mil. 
fortunes ; and, his wife being dead, conſented to join 
his fate, the ceremony having been performed by a. 
fellow-priſoner who was in orders. Though his 


paid, than that of ſetting him at liberty, he lent a 
deaf ear to alt our ſupplications; and his cruelty con. 
ſpiring with the anguiſh of my huſband's own reflec- 
tion, affected his health and ſpirits to ſuch a degree, 
that he could no longer carn the miſerable pittance 
which had hitherto ſupported our lives. Then our 
calamities began to multiply. Indigence and famine 
ſtared us in ihe face; and it was with the utmoſt dif- 
ficulty that we reſiſted their attacks, by ſelling or 
pledging. our wearing-apparel, until we were left al- 
moſt quite naked, when we found ourſelves diſcharged 
by an act paſſed for the relief of inſolvent debtors. 
This charitable law, which was intended for a conſo- 
lation to the wretched, proved to us. the moſt ſevere 
diſaſter ; for we were turned out into the ſtreets, ut - 
terly deſtitute of food, raiment, and lodging, at a 
time when Mr Fathom was ſo. weakened 4 diſ- 
temper, that he could not ſtand alone. I ſupported 
him from door to door, imploring the compaſſion of 
charitable Chriſtians, and was at length permitted to 
ſnelter him in this miſerable place, where his diſeaſe 
gaining ground, he lay three days in that deplorable 
condition, from which he hath now been reſcued 
(though I ſear too late) by your humanity and bene- 
volence.“ . Bee. 1 . 
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She ſhed a flood of tears at the concluſion of this 
mournful tale, which did not fail to affect the whole 
audience, eſpecially Serafina, who aſſured her, that 
whatever ſhould happen to her huſband, ſhe might 


depend upon finding favour and protection, provided 
her conduct ſhould correſpond with her profeſſions. 


While this grateful creature kiſſed the hand of her 
kind benefactreſs, Fathom uttered a groan, began to 
ſtir in the bed, and, with a languid voice, called up- 
on Elenor, who, inſtantly withdrawing the curtain, 


preſented the whole company to his view. He had 


now retrieved the uſe of his perception, by the ope- 
ration of the bliſters, which began to torture him 
ſeverely. He looked around him with amazement 
and affright; and, diſtinguiſhing the three perſons 
againſt whom the chief arrows of his fraud and treach- 
ery had been Jevelled, he concluded that he was now 
arrived at the land of departed ſouls,. and that the 
ſhades of thoſe whom he had ſo grievouſly injured, 


were come to ſee him tormented according to his de- 


merits. 8 e e ee 
Fraught with this notion, which was confirmed by 
the bodily pain which he felt, and the appearance of 


= thc clergyman and Joſhua, whom he miſtook for the 
= miniſters of vengeance, he cried in a tone replete with 


horror, “ Is there no mercy, then, for penitence ! 
Is there no pity due to the miſeries I ſuffered upon 
earth! Save me, O bountiful Heaven! from the ter- 
rors of everlaſting wo: hide me from theſe dreadful 
zecutioners, whoſe looks are torture. Forgive me, 
generous Caſtilian. O Renaldo! thou hadſt once a 
tender heart. I dare not lift my eyes to Serafina! 
that pattern of human excellence who fell a victim to 
my atrocious guilt ; yet her aſpect is all mildneſs and 
compaſſion, Ha! are not thets the drops of pity ? 


yes, they are tears of mercy : they fall like retrcſhing 
= ſhowers upon my drooping ſoul. Ah, murdered in- 
== Pocence! wilt thou not intercede for thy betrayer at 

WT the throne of grace!“ „ 
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Fere he was interrupted by Melvil, who, with 3 
- oy and folemn air, pronounced, Great hath 
Hern thy guilt, unhappy Ferdinand, and great have 
teen thy ſufferimgs. Vet we eome not to inſult, but 
do alleviate thy diſtreſs. Providence hath kindly de. 
Feated thy dire intentions, which we therefore now 
forgive, and tranſmit to oblivion, whether it be thy 
Jot to yield wp thy fpirit immediately, or to ſurvive 
the dangerous malady with which thou art at preſent 
overwhelmed. Suffer not thyſelf to deſpair ; for te 
© mercy of Heaven is infinite; and ſfubmit to the direc- I 
tions uf this worthy gentleman, who will employ his 
fall for thy recovery, while we fhall take care to 
furuiſh thee with neceſſary atrendance. - As too much 
ſpesking may be prejudicial to thy health, I diſpenſe 
with a reply, and exhort theè to compoſe thyſelf to 
reſt.““ So ſaying, he drew the curtain; and the com- 
pany retired,  Jeaving Fathom entranced with wonder, 
Abe net ſtep which Renaldo took for the beneſit 
df this Fretebed penitent, was to ſend for the apa- 
thecary, with whom he left a ſum of money, to be 
expended for the convenience of Fathom and his wife: 
then he laid injunctions upon the phyſician to repeat | 
His viſits z and that gentleman, together with the 
clergyman and Joſhua, taking leave of the others till 
next day, the Count fet out with the ladies and bis 
father-in-law'to the houſe where they had lodged the 
een 0 4 2 or = 
| Phe reader may well imagine, the coriverſation of 
the evening turned wholly upon the ſtrange occurrence 
of the day, which ſeemed to have been concerted by 
ſupernatural prefcience, in order to ſatisfy the ven- 
Yeance, and afford matter of triumph to the generoſity 
of ' thoſe who had been ſo grievouſly injured by the 
guilty Fathom. Though not one of them would ſay 
that ſuch a miſereant ought to live, yet all concurred It | 
in approving the offices of humanity which had been 
performed, and even endeavoured to find ſpecious pre- 
texts for vindicating their compaſſion, Don —_— 1 
2 ad, 
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Faid, it would ill become: à tranſgreſfor hke him, to 
withhold his forgiveneſs from a ſinner who bad wrong» 
ed him. Madame Clement appealed to the approba- 
tion of Heaven, which bad unddubtedly diretted them 
that way, for he purpoſe they had fulfilled. Sera - 
ſina obſerted, that the ori mes of the delinquem were 
obliterated by his forrow, miſery, and repentance. 
Renaldo h y-owned, that, excluſive of other rea- 
ſons, he chuld not deny bimfelf.-the Joxurious enjoy 
ment of communicating happiveſs to his fellow : crea 
tures in diftreſs3 und each fervently prayed that their 
charity might not be diſappointed by the death of the 
TT; HOLD ETSY 13.4% 2 $' | AGF: 
le they amuſed themſelves in theſe diſcuſſions, 
Fathom, after having lain ſome hours filent, in con · 


ſequence of -Renaldo's advice, could no longer ſup- 


eſs the aſtoniſnment of his mind, but, addreſſing 
himſelf to his wife, O Elenor! * he) my de- 
rium is now paſt, though I ſtill remember the 
phantaſies of my diſtemper'd brain. Among other 
reveries, my e prin was regaled with à viſion fo 
perfect and diſtinct, as to emolate truth and reality. 
Methought Count de Melvil, Don Diego de Zelos, 
and the Yivine Serafina, the very pertons who are 
now crying before the throne of Heaven for ven- 

eande againlt the 

de, with looks of pity and forgiveneſs; and that 
Renaldo Ipoke peace to my deſpairing ſoul. I heard 
the words diſtin ty; Iretain them in my memory. I 
ſaw the tears trickle from Serafina eyes: I heard her 
father utter a compaſſionate ſigh3 and ſhould actually 
believe that they were perfonally preſent, had not 1 
long ago ſeen, with my own eyes, the funeral pro- 


9 | ceflion'of that young lady, vhoſe wrongs God pardon z 


and were I not convinced that fuch a meeting could not 


bde effected without the immediate and mirs culous inter- 


poſition of Heaven. Vet vevery thing I now ' ſee, 
== correſpands with the words of Renaldo, which ſtill 
ſound in my ears. When my pererption forfook me, 
_ | | I lay 
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I lay ia the moſt abje& ee eb ſtraw; and 


thou, poor injured innocence, waſt naked and for- 
lorn. Now, I find myſelf repoſed in a warm, eaſy, 


' comfortable bed: I ſee around me the marks of 


humane charity and care; and the favourable change 
in thy appearance glads my poor dejected heart. 
Say, whence this happy alteration? Do I really 
wake from that dream of miſery in which we have 
continued fo long? or do I ſtill utter the extravagant 
ravings of a diſtempered brain ?? 1 

Elenor was afraid of imparting at once all the par- 
ticulars of the happy change he cad undergone, leſt 
they might leave a dangerous impreſſion upon his 
fancy, which was not yet duly compoſed': the con- 
tented herſelf, therefore, with telling him, that he 
had been obliged. to the humanity, of . a, gentleman 
and lady, who chanced to paſs that way by accident, 
and who, underſtanding his deplorable caſe, had 
furniſhed him with the conveniencies which he now 
enjoyed: ſhe then preſented to him, what the Doctor 
had directed her to adminiſter, and cee him 
to commit his head to the pillow, he was favour- 
ed with a gentle ſweat, fell faft aſleep, and in 3 
few hours waked again altogether cool and undi- 
ſturbed. 1 Be. 5 | 


It was upon this occaſion. that his wife explained 


the circumſtances of that viſit which had redeemed 
him from the extremity of. wretchedneſs and the jaws 
of death; upon which, he ſtarted up, and throwing 


himſelf upon his knees, exclaimed, All- gracious 
power l this was the work of thy own bounteous 
hand; the voice of my: ſorrow ko repentance hath 
been heard. Thou haſt inſpired my benefaQors with 
more than mortal . goodneſs, in my behalf: how 
ſhall 1 praiſe thy name! how ſhall 1 requite their 
generofity! O I am bankrupt to both! yet, let me 


not periſh until I ſhall have convinced them of my re- 


formation, and ſeen them enjoying that felicity which 
ought to be reſerved for ſuch conſummate _ ” 
FS! ; ; ext 
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Next day in the forenoon, he was viſited by the 
phyſician, whom he now recolleQed to have ſeen 
at the houſe of Madame Clement; and, after having 
thanked that gentleman for his humanity and care, 
he earneſtly begged to know by what means Serafina 
had been preſerved.” When he was! ſatisfied in this 
particular, and given to underſtand that ſhe was now 
happy in the arms of Renaldo, . Bleſſed be God! 
(he cried) for having defeated the villany of him 
who ſought to part ſuch lovers. Dear Sir, will you 
add one eircumſtance to your charity, and bear to 
that happy couple and the noble Don Diego, the re- 
ſpects and the: remorſe of à fincere penitent, whom 
their compaſſion hath raiſed to life. I have been ſuch 
a traitor to them, that my words deſerve no regard. 
I will not therefore uſe profeſſions. I dare not Tk 
to be admitted into their preſence. I am indeed a- 
| ſhamed to ſee the light of the ſun : how then could I 
bear the looks of that injured family! Ah, no! let 
me hide myſelf in ſome obſcure retreat, where I 
may work out my ſalvation. with fear and trem- 
bling, and pray inceſſantly to Heaven for their proſ- 
perity.“ n | . 
The phyſician promiſed to repreſent his contrition 
to the Count and his lady, and accordingly proceed- 
ed to their habitation, where he repeated theſe ex- 
preſſions, and pronounced his patient out of danger; 
ſo that their thoughts were now employed in concert- 
ing a ſcheme for his future ſubſiſtence, that he might 
not be expoſed by indigence to a relapſe in point of mo- 
rals. Renaldo being ſtill averſe to any perſonal inter- 


courſe with ſuch a wretch, until he ſhould give ſome un- 


undoubted proofs of amendment, and as yet afraid 
of entruſting him with any office that required inte- 
grity, reſolved, with the approbation of all preſent, 
to ſettle him in a cheap country in the north of Eng- 
land, where he and his wife could live comfortab 

on an annuity of ſixty pounds, until his behaviour 


ſhould entitle him to à better proviſion. 
l This 
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This reſolution was juſt taken, when Joſliua arriv. 
ed with a gentleman whom he introduced. to Don 
Diego: ae. the ſeeretary of the Spaniſh ambaſſador. 
After the firſt compliments, ' this ſtranger told the 
Caſtilan, that he waited upon him at the defire of 
his excellenty, who would! have come · in . had 
he not been conflaed by the gout: then put into 
his: hand a letter from Ae wry of Madrid, written 
by a nohleman of Don Diego's / aequaintauce, why 
informed him, that Don Manuel de. Mendoza having 
made away with himſelf by: poiſony in order to avoid 
the diſgrace of a legel conviction, his Catholic Ma. 
jeſty was now conviuced of Don Diego's innocence, 
and granted him leave to return: and take; poſſeſſion 
of his- honours and eſtate. This-infarmation was con · 
firmed: by the ſecretary, who aſſured him that the 
ambaſſador had orders to make him acquainted with 
this favourable deciſion of the king. The Caſtilian 
having firſt acquitted himſelf! in the moſt polite terms 
to the fecretary and the Jew, who, he ſaid, had al. 
ways beem a meſſenger of glad-tidings, communicated 
his Happineſs to the company: ;- a this evening con- 
cluded the third day of their rejoicing. 

Next morning, Don Diego went to viſit the am- 
baſſador, accompamed' by Joſhua: and the ſecretary; 
while-the —_— repairing to tlie habitation of Fa- 
thom, ſignified, by Renaldo's direction, the reſolu- 
tion which had e in his behalf; and the pa 
tient no ſooner heard his doom, than, lifting up his 
hands; he eried; I am unworthy: of ſuch tenderneſs 
and henevolence ! while-Elenor ſhed a flood of tears 

in flence, unable to give utterance to her grateful 
thoughts, Melvil's bounty having- ſo far. d warn 
her moſt- fanguine hopes. 

The: Spamard having paid his devoirs-to- his e 
W returned before dinner; and; in tlie afternoon, 
defiring a private conference with Serafina, they re- 
tired into another apartment, and he expreſſed him · 
ſelf to this effect: * have contraQted; my dear 
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child, an habit of calling Madame Clement youn mo- 
ther; and doubtleſs, by her maternal tenderneſs. and 
regard, ſhe hath acquired a juſt title; to- that- appella» 
tion; yet; I own, I would fain- ſtrengthen it by a 
legal claim, I no- ſooner retrieved my daughter, than: 
1 gave her away to the moſt deſerving youth that ever 
bebed with love. I rejoice in the gift whioh ſecured: 
your happineſs : but I left myſelf in a ſolitary ſitu- 
ation, which even the return of my good fortune 
cannot render eaſy and ſupportable. When. I reviſit; 
the caſtle of Zelos, every well known object will re- 
eal the memory of my Antonia, and: I ſhall want a 
companion to fill her place, and to-ſympathize with 
me in that ſorrow which will be derived from my re- 
membrance. Who is there ſo worthy to ſucceed) 
your mother in the affection of Don Diego, as ſhe 
who intereſts her love for Seraſina, and reſembles her 
fo ſtrongly in every virtue of the ſex? Similar at- 
tractions will produce ſimilar effects. My heart is 
already attached to that good lady; and, provided 


WE Scrafina ſhall approve of my choice, Þ will lay myſelf 
ind fortune at her feet T 


A The fair Counteſs replied with an-enchanting- ſmile, 
=& that, before this declaration, ſhe- had with pleaſure 
= perceived the progreſs- which Madame Clement had 


made in his heart; and that ſhe did not believe there“ 
== was a perſon. upon earth better qualified: to repair 


WE the loſs he had ſuſtained ; though: ſlie foreſaw- one ob- 


WW flacle to his happineſs, which ſhe was afraid would: 


1 not be eafily ſurmounted. You mean (anſwered 
the Caſtilian) the difference of religion, which. I am 
reſolved to remove, by adopting the proteſtant faith; 


5 though I am fully ſatisfied that reaſ goodneſs is of 
vo particular perſuaſion, and that ſalvation cannot 
Jepend upon belief, over which the will has no iaflu« 


ence. I inveſt you, therefore, with the charge of 
1 5 my paſſion and propoſal, and empower you 
s ſatisfy her ſeruples with regard to the religion 
87 which I now profels, whith I ſhall not openly. 
= . relinquiſh, 
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relinquiſh, until 1 ſhall have ſecured, in this country, 


ee ſufficient to ſcreen me from the ill conſequences 


of my king's diſpleaſure.” 


Serafina undertook this office with pleaſure, becauſe 


The had reaſon to think his addreſſes would not be 
diſagreeable to Madame Clement; and that ſame 
night made the Count acquainted with the nature of 


her commiſſion. Nor was her expectation diſappoint- | 
ed: the French lady, with that frankneſs which is 
peculiar to virtue and good-breeding, confeſſed that 
Don Diego was not indifferent to ber choice, and 


did not heſitate in receiving him upon the footing of a 


lover. As we have already dwelt circumſtantially on 


the paſſion of love, ſo as perhaps even to have tired 


our readers, we ſhall not repeat, the dialogue that 
paſſed when the Spaniard was indulged with an op- 
portunity to explain his ſentiments. Suffice it to ob- 
ſerve, that the lady's days of coquetry were now over, 
and that ſhe was too wiſe to trifle with time, of which 


every moment became more and more precious. It 


was agreed then, that Don Diego ſhould ſettle his 
affairs in Spain, and return to England, in order to 
eſpouſe Madame Clement, with a view to fix his re- 
ſidence in this iſland, where Renaldo likewiſe pro- 
poſed to enjoy the ſweets of his fortune, provided he 
could draw hither his intereſts and connections. 
Meanwhile, having for ſome days enjoyed his bliſs 
with all the fulneſs e amidſt this ſmall but a- 
greeable ſociety, he ſhifted the ſcene, and conducted his 
dear partner toa ready furniſhed houſe in town, which, 
together with an occaſional equipage, his friend Jo- 
ſhua had hired for the accommodation of him and his 


father-in-law, who, during his ſtay in England, fail- 


ed not to cultivate the miſtreſs of his heart with the 


- moſt punctual aſſiduity. Hitherto Serafina had been 


as a precious jewel locked up in a caſket, which the 


owner alone has an opportunity to contemplate ; but 


now, the Count, who was proud of ſuch a prize, re- 


folved to let her ſhine forth to the admiration of the 


whole 
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whole world. With this view, he beſpoke ſuch ors 
naments as befitted her quality, and, while the man- 
tua-makers were employed in her ſervice, made a"tayr- 
among his former acquaintance, and diſcharged" the 
obligations under which he lay to ſome who had af» 


ſiſted him in his diſtreſs. He did not, however, in- 


introduce them to his charming Serafina; becauſe 
not one of them had formerly treated her with that. 
delicacy of regard which he thought her due; and 
ſome of them were much mortified at their neglect, 
when they ſaw what a dazzling figure ſhe made in 
the beau monde. | 

She was viſited by the Spaniſh and Imperial am- 
baſſadors, and divers. other foreigners of diſtinction, 
to whom Melvil had letters of recommendation. But 


her firſt public appearance was in a box at the opera, 


accompanied by Madame Clement, the Count, and 
Don Diego: the entertainment was already begun, 
ſo that her entrance had the greater effect upon the 


audience, whoſe attention. was ſoon detached from the 


performance, and rivetted upon this amiable appa- 
rition, which ſeemed to be ſome bright being of ano- 
ther world dropt from the clouds among them. Then 
did the ſpirit of curioſity play its part: a thouſand 


whiſpers circulated; as many glaſſes were exalted to 


reconnoitre this box. of foreigners, for ſuch they con- 
cluded them to be from their appearance. Every 
male ſpectator acknowledged Serafina to be the para- 
gon of beauty; and every female confeſſed that Mel-- 


vil was the model of a fine gentleman. The charms of 


the young Counteſs did not eſcape the eye and appro- 
bation of royalty itfelf; and when her rank was 
known, from the information of the ambaſſadors and: 
other people of condition who were ſeen ſaluting her 
at a diſtance, that ſame evening a thouſand bumpers. 
were ſwallowed in honour of. the Counteſs de Melvil. 
The fame of her, beauty was immediately. extended: 
over this. immenſe metropolis, and different. ſchemes. 
were concerted for bringing her into life, Theſe, 
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Mowever, the refifted with unwearied obſtinacy. Her 
Happineſs centered in Renaldo, and the cultivation of 
i few friends within the ſhade of domeſtic quiet | 
She did not even forget the concerns of the wretched 
Fathom and bis faithful Elenor, who daily enjoyed 
Trek inftances of her humanity and care. When his 
Fever forſook him, he was ſapplied with nourifhins 
Food for the recovery of his health; aud ſoon as he 
Thnt Hitaſelf in à condition to travel, he gave notice 
to his benefaQtor, who Uefired Joſhua. to ſettle with 
Him the manner in which he was to receive his 
allowance, and to pay the firſt half- year's ſalary per 
Adyance. ( 5 
his affair being adjuſted, and the place of his re. 
Xreat fignified, the Jew told Eleuor that ſhe might 
Wait upon the Counteſs before their departure; and 
he did not fail to make uſe of this — 5 55 After 
"*they had made the neceffary preparations for their 
Journey, and taken places in the York ſtage coach, 
Mrs Fathom, clothing herſelf in decent apparel, went 
to the houſe of Count Melvil, and was immediately 
admitted to the preſence of Serafina, who received 
er with Her uſual complaceney; enriched her with 
Klutary advice; comforted her with the hope of bet - 
ter things, provided her conduct and that of ber 
Hvfband ſhouJd henceforth he found irreproachable ; 
and, wiſhing her peace and happineſs, preſented her 
With a box of linen, and twenty guineas in a purſe, 
Such exceffive gobdneſs, "overpowered this ſenſible 
'young woman to fuch a degree, that ſhe ſtood before 
Ter in ſpeechleſs awe and veneration 3 and the Count- 
ele, in order to relieve her from the confuſion under 
*which ſhe ſuffered,” quitted the room, leaving her to 
"the care of her woman. It was not long, however, 
before her gratitude broke out in Joud exclamations 
and a violent paſſion of tears, which all her efforts 
could got, for a good while, overcome. By this 
time the coach was brought up to the pate, for the 
reception of Serafina, who took an airing every 92 
* | | h 1 9321 0 
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It the fame hour, when Renaldo, leading her to the 


tehicle, beheld a man plainly dreffed ſtanding within 
the court, with his head and body bent towards the 
earth; fo that his countenance could not be perceived. 

Melvil, who ſuppoſed him to be ſome unfortunate 
man come to implore his charity, turned towards 
him, and aſked, with a humane accent, if he want» 
ed to ſpeak with any perſon in the houſe? To this 
interrogation the ſtranger replied, without lifting: 
up his head, «© Overwhelmed as. I am with Count 


Melvil's generoſity, together with a conſciouſneſs of 


my own unworthineſs, it ill becomes a wretch like 
me to importune him for farther favour; yet L could 
not bear the thought of withdrawing (perhaps for 
ever) from the preſence of my bepefactor, without 
foliciting his permiſſion to ſee his face in mercy, to 
acknowledge my atrucious crimes, to hear my par- 
don confirmed by his voice, and that of his accom- 


pliſhed counteſs, whom T dare not even at a diſtance 
behold ; and to exprefs. my fervent wiſh for their 
proſperity.” | | 


Melvil, whoſe heart was but too tender, could not 
hear this addreſs without emotion: he recognized 
the companion of his infancy and youth; he remem- 
bered the happy ſcenes he had enjoyed with Fathom, 


whoſe voice had always ſuch an effect upon his ear, 


as to excite the ideas of friendſhip and eſteem; and he 
was diſturbed by this unexpected meeting, which al- 


10 diſcompoſed the 'beauteous Serafina. Renaldo 
baving pauſed a little, © It is with pain,“ ſaid he, 


I recollect auy thing to the prejudice of Fathom, 


whoſe future behaviour will, I hope, eraze the me- 


mory of his offences, and juſtify what other ſteps I 


may take in his favour. Meanwhile, I heartily. for- 
ire what ie paſt; and, in token of iny. Gincerity, 
preſent my hand ;” which our adventurer bathed. with 


his tears. The Counteſs, whoſe mind was. uniſon 


with her huſband, repeated her aſſurances 'of pardon 
and protection; at which the ipenitent rejoiced in ſi n:! 
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However, ſhe reſiſted with unwearied obſtinacy. Her 
Happineſs centered in Renaldo, and the cultivation of 
a few friends within the ſhade of domeſtic quiet | 
She did not even forget the concerns of the wretched 
Fathom and his faithful Elenor, who daily enjoyed 
freſh inflances of her humanity and care. When his 
fever forſook him, he was ſupplied with nourithins 
Food for the recovery of his health; and ſoon as he 
found himſelf in a condition to travel, he gave notice 
to his benefactor, who defired Joſhua. to ſettle with 
him the manner in which he was to receive his 
allowance, and to pay the firſt half-year's ſalary per 
adyance. 5 
This affair being adjuſted, and the place of his re- 
treat ſignified, the Jew told Eleuor that ſhe might 
wait upon the Counteſs before their departure; and 
ſhe did not fail to make uſe of this permiſſion, After 
'they had made the. neceſfary preparations for their 
journey, and taken places in the York ſtage coach, 
Mrs Fathom, clothing herſelf in decent apparel, went 
to the houſe of Count Melvil, and was immediately 
admitted to the preſence of Serafina, who received 
her with Her uſual complacency; enriched her with 
filutary advice; comforted her with the hope of bet- 
ter things, provided her conduct and that of her 
Hvfband ſhouJd henceforth be found irreproachable ; 
and, wiſhing her peace and happinefs, preſented her 
with a box of linen, and twenty guineas in a purſe, 
Such exceffive goodneſs, overpowered this ſenſible 
*young woman to fuch a degree, that ſhe ſtood before 
her in ſpeechleſs awe and veneration ; and the Count- 
es, in order to relieve her from the confuſion under 
which ſhe ſuifered, quitted the room, leaving her to hu 
the care of her woman. It was not long, however, | 
before her gratitude broke out in loud exclamations 
and a. violent paſſion of tears, which all her efforts 
could got, for a good while, overcome. By this 
ume the coach was brought up to the pate, for the 
reception of Serafina, who took an airing every day 
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mth fame hour, when Renaldo, leading her to the 


vehicle, beheld a man plainly dreſſed ſtanding within 
the court, with his head and body bent towards the 
earth, fo that his countenance could not be perceived. 

Melvil, who ſuppoſed him to be ſome unfortunate 
man come 'to implore his charity, turned towards 
him, and aſked, with a humane accent, if he want- 
ed to ſpeak with any perſon in the houſe? To this, 
interrogation the ſtranger replied, without lifting 
up his head, «« Overwhelmed as I am with Count 
Melvil's generoſity, together with a conſciouſneſs of 
my own unworthineſs, it ill becomes a wretch like 
me to importune him for farther favour; yet L could 
not bear the thought of withdrawing (perhaps for 
ever) from the preſenee of my benefactor, without 
ſoliciting his permiſſion to ſee his face in mercy, to 
acknowledge my atrocious crimes, to hear my par- 
don confirmed by his voice, and that of his accom- 
pliſhed counteſs, whom TI dare not even at a diftance 
behold 3 and to expreſs. my fervent wiſh for their 
proſperity.” | | : 

Melvil, whofe heart was but too tender, could not 
hear this addreſs without emotion: he recognized 


| the companion of his infancy and youth; he remem- 


dered the happy ſcenes he had enjoyed with Fathom, 
whoſe voice had always ſuch an effect upon his ear, 
as to excite the ideas of friendſhip and eſteem; and he 


was diſturbed by this unexpected meeting, which al- 


fo diſcompoſed the beauteous Serafina. Renaldo 
having pauſed a little, « It is with pain,” ſaid he, 
« I recollect any thing to the prejudice of Fathom, 
whoſe future behaviour will, I hope, eraze the me- - 
mory of his offences, and juſtify what other ſteps 1 


may take in his favour. Meanwhile, I heartily. for- 


give what is paſt; and, in. token of my ſincerity, 
preſent my hand; which our adventurer bathed. with 
his tears. The Counteſs, whoſe mind was unifon 
with her huſband, repeated her aſſurances 'of pardon 
and protection; at which the ipenitent rejoiced in ſi- 
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dee lle he raiſed. his head, and took a parting 
8 View of thoſe charms. which had formerly en lar] 

2 = £ n 

a Having thus obeyed the diQates of his duty and 

+ " Sechaatin, he next morning embarked in the ſtage. 

US i « Þ a 3 with his faithful Elenor, and in fix days ar- 

: 5 - rived at the place of his retreat, which he found ex- 

= Aremely well adapted to the circumſtances of his mind 

did fortune: for all his vice and ambition was now 

8 quite mortiſied within him, and his whole attention 
engroſſecd in atoning for his former crimes, by a ſo- 

ber and penitent life, by which alone he could deſerve 

he uncom mon generoſity of his patrons. 

While he thus accommodated himſelf to his new 
1 | "Silke: Renaldo received letters of congratulation 
= - from his: iter, who, with the Major, had come to 
= _ Bruflels, in order to meet her brother and Serafina, 
aecording- to his. propoſal. This intimation being 
communicated to Don Diego, he reſolved to accom- 
- pany them to Flanders, 4 way to Spain. Pre- 
D were made for their departure; the clergy: 
man ii phyſician were honoured with valuable 
. and eſteem from the Counteſs 
- Hoes and the Caſtilian; who were convoyed to 
Deal by Madame Clement, to whom, at partingy 
n Don Diego preſented a diamond ring, as a pledge of 
8 is inviolable love. 

1 * . Here the travellers hired a veſſel for Oltend, which 
=> © whey reached in a few hours ; in two days more they 
1 arrived at. Bruſſels, where Mrs Farrel and her huſband 
i Mp were ſtruck with admiration at the ſurprizing beauty 
1 and accompliſhments of their ſiſter· io-law, whom they 
"3:28 3 7 careſſed with equa] tenderneſs and joy.— In a word, 
ta parties were as happy as good fortune could make 
: * R 35 them ; and Don Diego ſet out for Spain, after they: 
3 OR ff had agreed | 20. phonons in * . Countries till his: 


; " >. $5 
Mr - 8 3 A 
A . 4 3 Vo 8 Ja? * 3 7 þ * $« a4 
- "A # 5.4 * Yo. * * 8 — 7 = : . KA 4 = * 
— = * 8 * * 33 8 * 2 4 * - 0 
- y — . "4 : k34 * - C 8 
by - 5 — + * 55 - off 82 4 _-” 77 + 4 * by N 8 
1 53 : Sr Oo CY 1538 n > 3 * eq 
2 . : ds . 4 * * J "4 F - r ASS. * . Y of * * 
8 £ - 0 > $5.75 * N RAS 7 
* 7 


